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MINUTES
December 13, 2011

MEMBERS PRESENT: CARPENTER, BAECKEROOT, CREGG, DOHNER,
EDWARDS, FOERSTER, GRAY, SNELL, STERLING

MEMBERS ABSENT: ADAMS, DUNMIRE, LAWRENCE, SALMINEN-WITT
STAFF PRESENT: SAYERS, TAKACS

Approval of Minutes:
Motion made by M. Sterling (seconded by V. Foerster) to approve the March
30 minutes. Motion approved unanimously.

Approval of Agenda:
Motion made by B. Cregg (seconded by K. Gray) to approve agenda. Motion
approved unanimously.

Communication/Public Comments:
None

Organizational Items:

Membership Terms / Vacancies —
Sayers thanked departing council members (Dunmire, Foerster, Lawrence,
and Salminen-Witt) who are term limited at the end of this meeting.

Education and MSU Ext. positions still vacant. Private Arborist position is
now vacant. J. Adams announced his resignation, creating new vacancy for
the municipal planner position effective immediately.

Next positions to expire after Spring 2012 meeting are Landscape Architect
(Blough) and Nonprofit (Dohner). Both are eligible for second term.

Kerry Gray (City of Ann Arbor) is the new At-Large representative. Tyler
Stevenson (City of Grand Rapids) is the new representative for the Large
Municipality position. Both positions have 3 year terms expiring after the
Fall 2014 meeting.

Dean Hay (Greening of Detroit) was nominated (Salminen-Witt) to fill the
Nonprofit position becoming vacant at the end of this meeting. This was

unanimously approved.

Action Item(s): Recruit new members for current vacancies
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Action Items:
Sayers requested feedback on current layout/content of DNR’s UCF program
website (www.mi.gov/ucf ) in order to enhance content and functionality for
users. Group discussed and made several suggestions including:

e Update intro section to describe what UCF is in general and the

DNR’s UCF program.

e Request additional input from others (e.g. MI DNR UCF email list).

e Link/calendar for industry events (eg. training, news etc.)

e Possibly utilize pull-down/pick-list menus to present info.

Action Item(s):
e Kevin will solicit additional input from users and begin working
with DNR website design staff to implement suggestions.

New Business:
Ml tree/Forestry benefit license plate — Group discussed the recent
proliferation of new benefit plates in MI and the potential interest/support
for introducing one to benefit forestry, arboriculture etc. Issues to consider:
e Gov. office and Secretary of State no longer barriers to new plates
e DNR support is still unknown due to restructuring of Forest
Management Division.
e Who would we have to support it in Legislature, introduce bills?
e  Who would it benefit?
e What is the theme?
V. Forester motioned to create a subcommittee (Sayers, Takacs,
Stevenson) to study this issue further. Nancy seconded. Motion carried
unanimously.

Action Item(s):
e Sayers will share examples of new benefit plates introduced in Ml
with council.
e New subcommittee will meet via conference call/email to discuss
issue and details and keep council further informed.
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Summary of 2011 MI Municipal Forestry Survey — Sayers provided summary
and led discussion of the 5yr, Ml Municipal Forestry survey completed in
September, 2011. Some surprises in looking at changes since last survey
(2006). Reponse rate was approx. 25%. Could improve with offering
incentive (e.g. gift card) next time. Other questions to ask next time:

¢ Does availability of CEUs influence attendance at conf./workshops?

e Request estimate of how many public trees a community manages.

Action Item(s):
e Sayers will post full results/report on website in early 2012

Status of DNR Forest Management Div. Restructuring — Sayers provided
following update:

e To bring more singular focus to division, DNR Director Stokes

implemented recent changes to DNR Forest Management Division

effective January 8", 2012

¢ 3 positions eliminated: State Forester/Assistant Chief, Chief,

Recreation & Trails Section Mgr.

o State Forester and Division Chief resigned, Recreation/Trails Section

Mgr. accepted position in Parks and Rec. Div.

e Forest Management Division is renamed to Forest Resource Division
Land and Minerals Section reassigned to Office of Land Administration
Recreation & Trails section reassigned to Parks & Recreation Division
Division Chief and Assistant Chief positions to be acting for 6 months
Official reorganization structure is forthcoming in mid-January.

No other staffing reductions or program changes anticipated

Action Item(s):
e Sayers will continue to update the committee on further changes

Old Business:
Status of MSU Forestry Department Restructuring — Cregg provided following
update on status of MSU Forestry Dept.:

e Since last council meeting, many things have changed at MSU CANR
Dean of CANR resigned
Plans for CANR and Forestry restructuring have essentially stopped
Forestry Dept. directed to become financially self supporting
Forestry Dept. has new chair — Dr. Rich Kobe
Forestry Dept. no longer offering Urban & Community Forestry courses
Other — Cregg provided update on various projects he’s involved with.

Action Item(s): N/A
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FY 11 MI UCF Budget Advice — Sayers provided update on status of MI DNR
UCF program federal budget advice for FY11.:
e Received advice on 6/3/11, almost 1yr into the new fiscal year
e Core UCF program funding: $299,700.00
e No major deviation from prior years: within 5% annually since FYO8
e Expires September 30" 2012 but an extension will be requested
e Allocation: Salaries/wages, supplies. Majority in grants to partners

Action Item(s): N/A

FY 11 MI UCF Program Accomplishment Report — Sayers provided handout
of FY11 MI UCF program 2 pg Accomplishment Report and Community
Accomplishment Reporting System (CARS) data. These items are annually
reported to USFS and describe the major accomplishments for the program
during the fiscal year. Group discussed

Action Item(s): N/A

Status of Open Grants and Pending Proposals — Sayers shared status of all
outstanding program grants, subgrants and projects he’s completed or
working on. This included proposals recently submitted as part of the annual
USFS Competitive Allocation Redesign Process (CARP). Specifically
continuation of tree inventory in Detroit and proposal to secure funds for
statewide tree planting initiative targeting priority areas outlined in the
DNR’s Forest Action Plan.

Action Item(s): Sayers will share news of any further grant availability,
awards, or progress as appropriate.

FYl/Updates:

e 2011 Tree City/Campus/Line USA Applications - due 12/30/11

e 2012 CFG grant awards announced on www.mi.gov/ucf

e 2012 DTE Tree grants available on www.mi.gov/ucf - due 1/13/12

e EPA Urban Small Waters grants available www.epa.gov -due 1/23/12

e New Coordinator for Ml Arbor Day Alliance - Jennifer Hunnel

e V. Foerster shared story about Scott Stein’s (American Forest)
presentation in which he kindly reference Detroit as a
highlight/model for the highly successful and engaged nonprofit’s
(Greening of Detroit) work in urban greening/agriculture.

Next Meeting: TBA (late March/early April in Grand Rapids)

Adjourn:
3:00pm
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