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MINUTES 
SNOWMOBILE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

BJ’s Restaurant 
990 N. Center Street 

Gaylord, Michigan 49735 
October 27, 2009 

 
 
Acting Chairman Murray called the meeting of the Snowmobile Advisory Committee 
(SAC) to order at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, October 27, 2009 in Gaylord, Michigan. 
 
Members Present: 
Lee Murray, At-Large, Hopkins 
Bill Manson, Region III, Michigan Snowmobile Association (MSA), Grand Rapids 
Bill Lucas, Region II, MSA, Cadillac 
Richard Filley, Trail Sponsors Representative, Graying 
Jim Duke, Region I MSA, Munising 
Don Britton, At-Large, Marquette 
 
Members Absent: 
Frank Wheatlake, Committee Chair 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present: 
Carol Boll, USDA, Huron-Manistee Forest 
Anne Okonek, USDA, Hiawatha National Forest 
 
DNR Staff Present: 
Jim Radabaugh, State Trails Coordinator, Forest, Mineral & Fire Management (FMFM), 

Lansing 
Steve DeBrabander, FMFM, Lansing  
Tom Courchaine, Law Enforcement Division (LED), Marquette 
Cpl. John Morey, LED, Gaylord 
Loretta Cwalinski, Office of Land and Facilities (OLAF), Gaylord 
 
Mr. Murray introduced himself and welcomed everyone. He advised that Chairman 
Frank Wheatlake was unable to attend and had asked him to chair the meeting.  The 
Committee and the DNR introduced themselves. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the August 5, 2009 SAC meeting were acknowledged. 
 
Motion was made by Mr. Duke, seconded by Mr. Don Britton, to adopt the minutes 
of the August 5, 2009 meeting.  Motion for adoption unanimously carried. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Trail Counter Update – Mr. DeBrabander handed out an inventory of the counters.  He 
noted the various conditions of these trail counters, with some requests for 
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replacements.  He encouraged trail sponsors to get with their field contact if there are 
particular trails that they would like to have counters on.  
  
Mr. Manson said he feels that it can be very helpful to have sled traffic information of 
which trails are being used and how often.   
 
Mr. Duke added that it could help justify repairs or reroutes, etc. in high use areas. 
 
Mr. Britton asked if the broken ones can be repaired to get them back out on the trails. 
 
Mr. Filley wondered how much a trail counter costs.  Mr. DeBrabander will find out the 
cost of new ones and also, if broken ones can be repaired, for the next meeting. 
 
2009 Grooming Equipment Acquisition Update – Mr. DeBrabander said that out of 
the balance of the $3 million that was to be spent, there were 18 groomers purchased, 
plus drags, that totaled $2.9 million.  The Department looked at utilizing 2010 funds for 
leasing or renting wheeled groomers for low hour grooming clubs.  All of these clubs 
indicated they needed track machines.  The need for track vehicles was verified by field 
staff.  The Department found that leasing or renting track vehicle was quite expensive, 
so a decision was made to purchase this equipment but require longer terms of use 
(minimum of 12 years). 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Executive Order No. 2009-45, Michigan Trail Advisory Council - Mr. Radabaugh 
explained the Order, to be effective January 17, 2010, which joins the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) and Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).  This Order 
also abolishes the SAC, transferring power and duties etc. to the Michigan Trails 
Advisory Council.  It has many provisions included; the possibility of the Trails Council 
establishing an Advisory Workgroup for snowmobile use.   
 
This order is on Governor Jennifer M. Granholm’s website, and can be viewed in full at 
http://www.michigan.gov/gov/0,1607,7-168-21975---,00.html.  
 
Mr. Manson said he is speaking for the MSA and they are not pleased with the decision.  
He feels they have worked well with the Department.  They have testified in front of a 
Senate Committee, focused on the SAC.  He mentioned this new ‘streamlining’ didn’t 
seem to be any better than what is working now.  MSA is trying to get the SAC put back 
into law, and will continue with political pressure in Lansing.   
 
Mr. Duke added that historically having only two motorized representatives on the 7 
member trails council would not be a good representation for motorized trails.  Funding 
mostly comes from the motorized groups, anyhow. 
 
Mr. Murray asked where the funding would come from. Theoretically ORV and 
snowmobiles could be funding the trails council. 
 
Mr. Manson said again that SAC works well with the Department and have been making 
strides, bringing in money for the State of Michigan and the snowmobile program.   
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Mr. Britton added he and Mr. Wheatlake agreed that it appeared the relationship was 
finally getting to a positive position. 
 
Mr. Filley said it appears to add two more layers of bureaucracy, and he doesn’t like the 
idea of the interim group. 
 
Mr. Murray asked if there should be a motion for continuing the SAC?  He would like to 
see it continue.   
 
Motion was made by Mr. Manson stating that the Committee goes on record to 
reinforce the belief that the strength and success of the snowmobile trails 
program is the result of the SAC involvement and requests it be re-established in 
law.  Motion for adoption unanimously carried. 
 
Mr. Murray wanted clarification on future communication items. 
 
Mr. Radabaugh said that as far as he is concerned, business will be as usual.  There 
will still be a December meeting in Munising. The business processes should be the 
same; trails will be open and groomed.   
 
Fiscal Year 2010 Budget Update – Mr. Radabaugh said that some of the state 
department’s budgets are still being worked on.  The DNR does have a signed budget, 
and the Department will not be affected by any other possible state shutdowns.  Grants 
are all in process and he signed a batch yesterday.  They were drafted for October 1.   
 
Mr. Manson asked if they will get updates on the various expenditures; those numbers 
should be available before the December meeting. 
 
Trail Sponsor Administrative Time Reporting – Mr. Manson said this was based on a 
pre-season grant meeting in the UP, and volunteer time on the trails.  Volunteer hours 
are turned in, but there is no record keeping of the actual hours volunteered by the 
sponsors.  It is not in the final report but would like to see it there.  He feels it could be 
useful to have, and important to let communities know how much actual time is 
volunteered for the program.  Discussion continued.   
 
Mr. Murray added that the greatest strength of the program is from the volunteers.  
Good data is important for making informed decisions. 
 
Motion was made by Mr. Manson, seconded by Mr. Filley, to have the captured 
itemized equipment maintenance, brushing and signing volunteer hours shown on 
the year end spreadsheets that the SAC receives.  Motion for adoption 
unanimously carried. 
 
Fifty Mile Per Groomer Policy – Mr. Manson said that originally there were 100 miles 
per groomer per trail and now it’s 50 miles per groomer.  He discussed the trails that 
were groomed in the interim of the Department getting out of grooming, and how more 
miles were groomed by the additional groomer.  There were to be two grants, but the 
thought was that it would be simpler to have one grant.  This particular group used their 
own equipment, and one is currently down.  He said the trails will suffer if they cannot 
get assistance with that grooming. 
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Bruce Wood, Jordan Valley Trails Council handed out new Jordan Valley Trail 
System maps and a spreadsheet with their actual grooming miles.  He reviewed the 
history of their grooming system over the years, and discussed the trails that came from 
the Department that they took over. They have over 170 miles of trails at this point, they 
were in three counties, and now into Otsego making it four counties. There are four 
clubs that have come together to create their Council, but they groom as one entity.  His 
point being that it is not beneficial to join as a Council because there will be less 
groomers allowed.  Their group needs that one extra groomer, but current rules do not 
allow it.   
 
Mr. Wood said in addition, their trails are central to high traffic which is in a great 
location from three major highway systems, and they do get the snowfall. They need one 
extra groomer considered in the program and they don’t feel Jordan Valley Trails Council 
should pay for the bulk of the repairs for that equipment.  He said he has offered in 
writing to let their extra machine be part of the snowmobile program, and give 100% of 
that value to the snowmobile program.  He feels the better money spent would be to 
replace that additional groomer.   They are asking to deviate from the policy, or perhaps 
rewrite it, to better assist the program, and their Council. 
 
Mr. Manson said that at no time did the Council mention they cannot keep decent trails 
if this doesn’t happen, but today that’s what he’s hearing.  Mr. Manson isn’t quite sure 
that changing the policy is the answer either.   
 
Mr. Wood said that the extra piece of equipment that they own cannot continue 
grooming in the fashion it has.  They don’t have the luxury of a building to house and 
repair their equipment; they want to put their money into keeping their equipment 
running.  They would like to see the grant split in two. 
 
Mr. Filley said that whatever the decision is, it has to be fair for everyone in the 
program. 
 
Mr. Murray said that Mr. Wood’s presentation was one of the better presentations he’s 
seen, but asked for a solution to this concern. 
 
Mr. DeBrabander said the Department’s concern is over the amount of requests from 
just last year for new equipment.  If they deviate from those rules, there will be clubs 
omitted that really need the equipment.  There will be other requests to deviate again, 
and it’s a concern.  Discussion continued on how to fill those needs for equipment.   
 
Mr. Murray added that the system might be blocking those who really need it the most. 
 
Mr. DeBrabander will meet with field staff to discuss and come up with a solution. 
 
Mr. Britton pointed out that this is a machine that is not in the program, but being used 
by the program, so is there a way it can be maintained by the program? 
 
Mr. Duke asked why they couldn’t two-tier their Council.   
 
Mr. Manson suggested that instead of breaking up their Council, and not to break the 50 
mile rule or fix non-program equipment, but to split the areas into two and give two 
grants.   
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Motion was made by Mr. Manson, seconded by Mr. Britton, for a discussion from 
the  Committee to the Department that Jordan Valley is divided into two grants, 
Jordan Valley North and South.  Motion for adoption unanimously carried. 
 
Mr. Wood said with the additional groomer added to their grant, 100 percent of the value 
of the CAT would go to the program and they will not request a drag this year.  
Discussion continued. 
 
Mr. Murray asked if there any other agenda items. 
 
Mr. Manson added discussion on the GMO property.  He briefly reviewed a proposal in 
the Lake Gogebic area to replace a bridge that was written three years ago. Since then 
the property has changed ownership to GMO.  They don’t have a problem with 
snowmobiles, but lawyers for GMO recently said they would agree to only a one year 
commitment whereas law says five and Administrative Rules says three.  They are 
wondering if MSA should move forward to get the law changed. He’s asking the 
Department for guidance. 
 
Mr. Britton will work with Mr. Radabaugh and Mr. DeBrabander on a solution.  
Discussion continued. 
 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
FMFM, Preseason Meeting Summary - Mr. DeBrabander reported that they had six 
meetings with trail sponsors and staff, and four with staff only for a total of ten meetings.  
He feels the meetings went very well, and the staff-only meetings helped with 
consistency and to keep the communication lines open.   
 
Mr. Manson agreed that the meetings went well.  The meetings were well received.   
 
Gaylord Area Trail Maintenance Update - Mr. DeBrabander said that there is nothing 
new to report about the contract grooming in Gaylord.  This year there will be a trail 
sponsor doing that trail, and the Department feels the sponsor will do an excellent job. 
 
Alger County Recreational Trail Easement (H-15) – Mr. DeBrabander referenced a 
handout from the NRC agenda.  The Alger County Road Commission does not want the 
trail on H-15.  They are looking for a permanent easement, and final approval was given.  
There still needs to be a bridge built.  The reroute is moving forward, and getting the 
bridge funding.  This year though H-15 will still be used. 
 
Administrative Rules Update – Mr. Radabaugh talked about the fee increases and 
that the Snowmobile Act was amended with a new sub-account for purchasing 
easements on private property.    Mr. Manson, Mr. Murray, Mr. Radabaugh and LuAnn 
Klont, from OLAF, worked on draft rules this summer, but a very detailed review is 
needed.  Language should be completed next month - then it goes to the Legislature for 
review.   
 
Mr. Murray wanted to point out there’s a lot of things behind the scenes that staff and 
the Committee do that he hopes will not get lost with the new Council. 



 

6 

 
US Forest Service – Ms. Carol Boll, USDA, Huron-Manistee Forest said that she 
wanted to briefly discuss signing.  She is asking that the clubs please only put up 
authorized trail signs.  This is causing legal issues in court, so please only put up 
authorized signs on Forest Service property.  
 
Mr. DeBrabander asked Ms. Boll about the comment on No Wheeled Motorized Vehicle 
signs; people think that where there are no signs, they can go into those areas.  Ms. 
Boll added that it’s been very costly as a legal issue. 
 
Ms. Okonek, USDA, Hiawatha National Forest said she has no issues to report on.  
They have been working with the clubs, and getting trails ready for snow. 
 
Law Enforcment – Capt. Courchaine said briefly that they wrote their first snowmobile 
ticket in the UP in October.  They are also working on their enforcement plan, and 
currently working on grants. 
 
Cpl. Morey said that he and Lt. Andrew Turner met with Maureen Houghton, Grants 
Administration – grants may be adjusted after their final forecasts.  Last year  
Ms. Houghton authorized commitments, and she ended up having to adjust them lower.   
 
Mr. Manson said there should not be lower funds, because more went into law 
enforcement.   
 
Mr. Radabaugh will have a report before December. 
 
Cpl. Morey also added that there’s a modification kit, for changing ORVs (specifically 
motorcycles) into snowmobiles.  He said they are legal to operate as a snowmobile, if 
the skis and track are installed as by the definition.   
 
Mr. Wood asked if DNR is going to enforce sound enforcement.   
 
Capt. Courchaine established a field requisition last year, but yes, LED is all set to go 
this year.  He added that LED has the equipment.  Some of the local law enforcement 
entities will have them as well. 
 
Mr. Manson handed out a handbook of Multiple Use Trails for Winter Recreation, Facts 
and Myths about Snowmobiling published by American Council of Snowmobile 
Associations.  Clubs can purchase these for $1.75 to hand out as they see fit. 
 
Mr. Murray had the audience introduce themselves. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Jake Barton, St. Helen Snowpackers said their group has put in bids for six months of 
grading, and recently finished grading.  They still need to sign their trails but have 
somewhat high curves left.  These trials are multi-use trails.  The trails are still in need of 
re-grading.  They would like to see maintenance for ATVs in the summer, and heading 
into the winter they’d be better off.  They would like to know how to put another bid in, 
and try to maintain the trails starting in the spring.   
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There was clarification made that their club has the equipment to maintain the trails in 
the summer, and they are hoping for ORV funds to maintain them.  The trails get in such 
bad shape the club can’t get their equipment in to do their preparation for snowmobile 
season.   
 
Mr. Radabaugh said at the preseason meetings this topic came up.  They are seeing 
increases concerning this issue and are making sure that ORV funds are being used 
where appropriate.   
 
Mr. Barton said that as far as he knows, there is no maintaining of the ORV trails in their 
area.   
 
Mr. Radabaugh said he is pretty certain there is an ORV sponsor, especially if someone 
is putting up signs.  Discussion continued. 
 
Mr. Radabaugh will contact Lee Osterland, Forest Fire Supervisor in Roscommon 
Management Unit, and get back with Mr. Barton. 
 
Mr. Dave Becker, St. Helen Snowpackers said that about four years ago they had a 
special maintenance grant to put in fabric on one of their trails.  However, the contractor 
came in to grade the trails, but they took signs down and tore up some of the fabric. 
 
Mr. Danny Daggy, Pere Marquette Snowmobile Club, referenced the sled counters in 
a three mile test stretch of asphalt installed for a study.  He mentioned there’s a new 
form for brushing and signing.  He is to speak with their field contact and make that 
request. 
 
Mr. John Houk, Presque Isle Snowtrails went online looking for an agenda, there was 
none available.  Also, he wondered if there was any more discussion on the quarry and 
the trail.  Staff and Land Acquisition met two weeks ago – State of Michigan owns the 
corridor that goes through the working part of the quarry – they want us to give up all 
rights to the corridor, but will give us permission to reroute on their property.  There are 
roadblocks, but it is being negotiated.  The Department is not willing to give up all their 
rights. 
 
Mr. Martin Cottle Soo Snowmobile Association asked if the DNR goes on record that 
they support the Executive Order.   
 
Mr. Radabaugh said that there is automatic support, since we are part of the Executive 
Branch.   
 
Mr. Cottle also asked about the new forms; is anything more progressing on that?  It is 
30 days until snow season.  Baraga group was not initially supportive, but Grants will still 
develop them, put them online, but they won’t be required.  They will be ready for this 
season. 
 
Last question - Does SAC have any involvement with the snowmobile safety instructors 
and that program?  Cpl. Morey said he is the one to discuss that with.  He will discuss 
afterwards. 
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Mr. Wood would like to say that he feels the overall communications have improved with 
Department staff.  Not that it was a problem in the past, but he has had good 
conversations with staff and it has been productive. 
 
Mr. Dave Becker, St. Helen Snowpackers said that about three or four years ago, they 
had a bridge collapse on a trail.  The DNR got a temporary bridge put in.  They had 
available a bridge that cost $28,000.  Now the price is $300,000.  He would like to see 
something help curtail those high prices to the program, and obviously time is of the 
essence with proposals.  Last he heard DEQ has delayed the process again until next 
year.  
 
Mr. Morey asked about the link between Black Mountain and Millersburg trail that’s been 
blocked off – Mr. DeBrabander was out there yesterday with FMFM Chief Lynne Boyd.  
So much has gone wrong with that trail, and one of the things was the DNR violating a 
Wetland’s Act with the DEQ.  Currently they are identifying a wetlands mitigation site, but 
Wildlife staff was not happy with it, and there has been a second site recommended to 
the DEQ.  Hopefully they will move forward after the permitting is complete, construction 
done and the trail open next season. 
 
Mr. Filley made a comment that he is concerned about the future of the relationship with 
the Department with the new council. 
 
Mr. Britton added that he also feels that the relationship has improved, and they’ve 
seen results with issues in their area as well. 
 
Mr. Don Carroll, Ogemaw Hills Snowmobile Club said he has concerns over the 
bridge issue previously mentioned, he’s afraid that the trail permit fee should go up to 
afford these increases.  All they want is a bridge, and maybe even having the Forest 
Service assist as well.   
 
Mr. Manson said that engineering needs to be involved, but these go from an engineer 
to a contractor and there’s no reason why these sites can’t have pre-engineered bridges, 
and use them.  Engineering is where the bulk of the cost is. 
 
Mr. Cottle asked if the merger will affect anything in the works now.  
 
Mr. DeBrabander said there will probably be some chaos in the beginning, but it will be 
a benefit in the long run to once again work together with the DEQ and communicate 
more often and more easily with them.  For projects ongoing, he feels there shouldn’t be 
any significant impact.   
 
Mr. Wood wanted to address the pre-engineered bridges again; they had one 
engineered years ago, and it is being done for a lot less money.  They are dealing even 
with a Designated Natural River (Jordan River), and he commented that they’ll see next 
year how it all works out, but so far the whole process is working. 
 
Mr. Britton asked if the DNR could provide a pre-engineered bridge company list.  That 
would be a smart move - staff will update at the next meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
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NEXT MEETING 
 
The next SAC meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 10, 2009, at 9 a.m. at 
Sydney’s Restaurant, Gran Island Room, Munising, Michigan. 
 
 
 
 

******* 
Public Present: 
 
Keith Litchfield, Bader & Sons Bud Martin, Ogemaw Hills Snow Club 
Don Carroll, Ogemaw Hills Snow Club Dave Cuzzort, Leota Fur Farm Snow Club 
Orville Olson, Lake County Trailriders Herbert Lawson, PI SnowTrail 
Bill Stegenga, Bader & Sons Fred Brandt, Cheboygan Trail Blazers 
John Houk, P.I. & NE MI Council Jim Stachon, Cheboygan Trail Blazers 
Edwin Carlson, Chippewa Snow Chasers Dale DeClark, JVTC 
Donald Brelesford, Chippewa Snow Chasers Bradley Potter, West. MI. Snow Council 
Al Persondek, Rosco-Higgins Trail Cruisers Mark Sellner, West. MI. Snow Council 
Jake Barton, St Helen SnowPackers Rodney Altman, PI Snow Trails 
Lowell Kage, Rosco-Higgins Trail Cruisers Bruce Wood, JVTC and MSA 
Jim Dingman, Trailriders Dan Daggy, Pere Marq. SC 
Nancy Locatis, Allegan Snowmobile Club Eric Johnson, Canada Creek Ranch 
Martin Cottle, Soo Snow Association Jim Conley, Allegan Co. Snow Club 
Allen Cottle, Soo Snow Association Dave Becker, St. Helen Snopackers 
Ron Vander Vliet, Trailriders - Baldwin Jim Kelts, Ogemaw Hills Snow Club 
Stu Volkers, Les Cheneaux Snow Club  
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Western Upper Peninsula Recreation Specialist Report, 
 October, 2009 – Ron Yesney 

 
Issues: 
a) Marquette West Connector:  There is an abandoned RR grade between Negaunee and 

Marquette that is being pursued for purchase by DNR.  Snowmobile trail number 14 to Big 
Bay and the trail to the Marquette Holiday Inn are both dependent upon this 3 mile 
acquisition.  This three mile portion of the corridor wasn’t purchased in 2002, with the rest of 
the 38 miles, because it was active at the time.  MDNR’s RR Acquisition Specialist, 
Hiawatha Trails representatives, and Marquette Iron Ore Heritage Trail staff have been 
working hard to pull this purchase together.    

b) Wakefield:  We currently have a trail blockage in Wakefield on trail #2.  Gogebic Range 
Trail Authority (GRTA) is looking at ways to get between Ramsay and Wakefield.  The old 
trail followed an old Chicago Northwest Railway (CNW) RR grade from Ramsay westerly.  
In 2007, the City sold the CNW RR grade to individuals who wouldn’t permit the trail.  
Gogebic Range is currently working with the city and landowners in the area attempting to 
find a new route.  The club’s efforts to work through this were severely hampered this 
summer when club president, Brad Newberry, was killed.  Brad was a great person and the 
snowmobiling community lost a great friend and leader.  We wish his wife and kids the very 
best.  A sympathy card was sent to Brad’s family from the DNR. 

c) North Country Snowmobile Club:  During this past summer, all of the club’s leadership 
resigned.  A meeting was held by the community to help find new people to take over the 
club.  A person did step up and has taken over the presidency.  He has been meeting with unit 
contacts attempting to learn the program as quickly as possible.  He does have some 
experience as a groomer driver.  Everyone is providing as much support as possible to assure 
success.    

 
Trail Proposals: 
a) Eagle Mills: Hiawatha Snowmobile Club has been working toward submitting a trail 

proposal to reroute trail #8 near Negaunee.  All land control documents are in place except an 
crossing permit from Lake Superior and Ishpeming Railroad.   Approval from the railroad is 
contingent upon elimination of a separate xing.  Once the RR documents are in hand the 
proposal will be submitted. 

b) Sno-Valley Proposal:  The Sno-Valley snowmobile club is working on a proposal to reroute 
trail # 3 south of Agate falls.  This reroute will get the trail out of a farmer’s field and off of a 
county road and into nearby woods.  The trail will utilize existing logging roads.  Land 
control documents are being sought from Keweenaw Land Company and one other private 
individual.  Once the permits are in place the proposal will be submitted for evaluation.  It is 
hoped that the trail could be open this winter. 

c) Copper Harbor:  A trail proposal has been submitted to reroute snowmobile # 3 as it passes 
through Copper Harbor.  A landowner pulled his land control permit from the club because 
he is selling his land.  The new trail is slated to use city streets to get through town.  The trail 
used to pass through a wooded area on the south edge of town.  All land control documents 
are in place. The Keweenaw County Road Commission has given their go ahead and MDOT 
has approved of two new highway crossings.  This proposal is in the trail proposal database 
and being evaluated at this time.   

*For more information or questions on any of these projects, feel free to contact me at 906-228-
6561………Ron 
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Eastern Lower Peninsula – Recreation Specialist Report 
October 2009 – Robin Pearson 

 
Trail Proposals: 
 
Black Mountain Re-Route:  Contractor Gould Engineering re-submitted the DEQ application 
including requested details regarding the wetland mitigation site.  DEQ will review and make 
decision, but time-lines will not result in this re-route being able to be in place by the start of the 
2009 snowmobile season. 
 
OLN Quarry LTA:  Contact Annamarie Bauer of Recreation Section at 517-335-5708 for status. 
 
Cheboygan Trail Re-Route:  After some delay, staff finally received required County Road 
Commission written permission and submitted proposal in the trail data base with reviews 
beginning as of October 15, 2009.  Staff requested expedition to have approved and re-route 
developed in time for this 2009 snowmobile season. 
 
Doriva Beach Re-Route:  Entered into trail proposal data base with field review in progress. 
 
Fish Lake Re-Route:  Unit staff and Fisheries Division Staff visited site and determined any 
erosion issues could be handled by staff on existing trail making the requested re-route 
unnecessary so trail proposal was withdrawn by staff. 
 
M-65:  Staff met with club April 13, 2009 to discuss issues brought up by MDOT and History 
folks.  USFS planned to have one more public hearing and club was waiting for approval from 
Consumers Power.  Club sent necessary info in a letter to Consumers/FERC on September 8, 
2009 and Grayling Unit Staff sent email 9/28/09 stating FERC is now requiring an engineering 
plan before they will give their blessing, which the club is working with the road commission to 
get done. 
 
Green Diamond trail near M-119:  Business owner along M-119 requested Club’s help bringing a 
spur green diamond trail to his business, but there is nothing but private land between end of 
designated trail and business.  I explained in a letter to the business owner with cc to club that the 
desired green diamond trail doesn’t meet criteria, since green diamond trails are only meant to 
provide a safe route through a community and not to a particular business.  Request closed. 
 
Slashing Road Trespass Correction:  Staff accidentally placed previous re-routed trail on small 
strip of private land requiring a small re-route to avoid trespass.  Proposal entered in trail data 
base and required review is in progress. 
 
Trail Projects: 
 
Alpena to Cheboygan Resurfacing:  MDOT is completing the design/engineering step and will 
oversee resurface project which will be similar to that just completed on North Central State Trail 
from Gaylord to Mackinaw City.  Hope to begin advertising for bids in 2010 with resurfacing 
construction to occur sometime in 2011. 
 
Cheboygan Trail Head:  Design complete, money awarded, bidding expected to start in January 
2010 with construction scheduled to begin spring of 2010. 
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Mackinaw City Trail Head:  Stimulus money awarded to complete Phase II of trail head 
amenities with bidding and construction hoped to begin on same time schedule as Cheboygan 
Trail Head. 
 
Indian River Marina Park:  Staff working with Indian River officials to coordinate Marina Park 
construction with North Central State Trail regarding bridge removal, trail grade, trail head 
parking and signage and connection to the park. 
 
NCST Bridge and Culvert Evaluation:  The contractor completed an evaluation of 6 bridges and 2 
major culverts on the NCST.  We should be receiving the report soon but preliminary 
communications stated there were no significant problems found. 
 
Trail Counters:  Please see attached spreadsheet noting numbers, location and condition of trail 
counters. 
 
Trail Issues 
 
Seasonal vs. Permanent Homes:  We’re seeing a few more concerns here in the ELP District from 
when folks change their seasonal homes to a permanent home that is located on an unplowed, 
county seasonal road.  When we have a segment of a designated snowmobile trail on an 
unplowed seasonal county road that a landowner plows to reach their now full season home, it 
causes use conflicts and safety concerns. 
 
Private Land Leases:  The more private land involved in a trail segment, the more likely the land 
can change hands and require re-routes often on to county roads making trails less safe. 
 
Overlapping Seasons:  Most snowmobile seasons that have early snow during key hunting 
seasons bring conflicting uses on the same roads.  Hunters often ride vehicles or ORV’s on same 
roads clubs are trying to groom or sleds are trying to ride causing potential conflicts.  Hunters, 
ORVers and Snowmobilers need to realize all of the uses are legally allowed in some locations on 
some county roads or state forest roads and everyone needs to be courteous. 
 

WLP Recreation Specialist – Recreation Specialist Report  
Ocotober 2009 -- Todd Neiss 

 
BRIDGE STATUS 
 
Little Manistee ORV/Snowmobile River Bridge (Lake Co., T19N, R13W, Sec 11)  
Bridge will have 14’ clear span width to better accommodate grooming equipment.  Construction has 
begun, expected completion date December 1, 2009.  Funding for bridge construction acquired via the 
Recreation Trails Program (RTP) Grant program.  
 
Morrissy Creek ORV/Snowmobile Bridge ( Wexford Co., T24N, R9W, Sec 13).  Bridge will have 
14’ clear span width to better accommodate grooming equipment.  Construction has begun, expected 
completion date December 1, 2009.   Funding for bridge construction acquired via the Recreation 
Trails Program (RTP) Grant program.  
 
Syers Creek ORV/Snowmobile Bridge (Lake Co.,  T19N, R13W, Sec 11).   
Bridge will have 12’ clear span width as initially designed.  Construction has begun, expected 
completion date December 1, 2009.  Funding for bridge construction acquired via the Recreation 
Trails Program (RTP) Grant program.   
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Prudenville ORV/Snowmobile Bridge (Roscommon Co., T22N, R2W, Sec 31) 
Final design completed by C2AE.  Funding for construction has been secured.  Construction pre-
bid meeting scheduled for October 19, 2009, construction bids due October 28, 2009. 
Construction scheduled to occur on May 1, 2010, and finished by July 31, 2010.   
 
Fur Farm Snowmobile Bridge (Clare Co., T20N, R5W, Sec 21), and   
Townline Crk ORV/Snowmobile Bridge (Roscommon Co. T21N, R4W, Sec 31).   Design 
awarded to Williams and Works.  Phase 500 (construction cost estimates) have been provided to 
the DNR & DMB for review.  A RIF/RTP grant was submitted in June 2009 to potentially obtain 
funds for construction. 
 
East Twin Creek ORV/Snowmobile Bridge (Lake Co. T19N, R12W, Sec 8). 
West Twin Creek ORV/Snowmobile Bridge (Lake Co. T20N, R12W, Sec32). 
Design awarded to NDG.  Cost estimates have been provided to the DNR & DMB.  A RIF/RTP 
grant was submitted in June 2009 to potentially obtain funds for construction. 
 
Chase Crk East ORV/Snowmobile Bridge (Wexford Co. T24N, R9W, Sec 23) 
Flower Crk ORV/Snowmobile Bridge (Missaukee Co. T24N, R8E, Sec16) 
Design awarded to C2AE.  Cost estimates have been provided to the DNR & DMB.  A RIF/RTP 
grant was submitted in June 2009 to potentially obtain funds for construction.   
 
Betsie River Tributary Culvert (Benzie Co., T25N 14W Sec 26).  Project being evaluated by 
DNR and Benzie-Manistee Snowbirds to determine need for this culvert.  Culvert is located along 
a low use spur trail to Crystal Mtn. resort.    
 
Bear Creek Bridge (Manistee Co., T24N, R14W, Sec 22).  Recently acquired rail trail corridor 
(former Gentz property) will need a bridge to span Bear Creek.  Local DNR staff working with 
Benzie-Manistee Snowbirds to determine appropriate funding source to begin design/construction 
process. 
000 
TRAIL ISSUES: 
 
A 20’ section of the Pere Marquette Rail Trail Grade in Osceola county (near Sears, MI) is 
washed out due to beaver activity.  Currently, the trail would be impassable to sleds.  DNR field 
staff is obtaining estimates, and working with DNR engineering to re-establish the grade prior to 
the 2009-2010 snowmobile season.       
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (231) 775-9727, ext 6045.  
 
Todd Neiss 
WLP Recreation Specialist 


