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Wisconsin, CWD was first detected in 2001. The disease was first detected in southern 
Wisconsin and as of 2014, has spread through to northern Wisconsin, where it has now been 
detected within 30 miles of the Michigan/Wisconsin boarder. There is concern because of 
deer's migratory behavior. Currently Michigan has had eight positive deer out of a total 6,800 
that have been tested, five in Ingham county and three in Clinton county. Five of the eight have 
been brought in by sharpshooters from U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Wildlife Services 
staff. Stewart provided information on the management plan on CWD, which includes 
maintaining an aggressive approach and continued surveillance. For additional information, 
Stewart directed all to view the website at www.michigan.gov/cwd. 

Bovine Tuberculosis Update Wildlife veterinarian Dan O'Brien provided an update on the 
current status of bovine tuberculosis (TB) in the state. He stated that it is mostly prevalent in 
deer and that in 2015 that rate was 2. 7%, the highest since 1998. If this continues two more 
years it would trigger a USDA review. O'Brien shared the history of the TB eradication program 
in cattle, which began in 1917. As of August of this year, northeast Michigan is the only 
remaining place in the U.S. not accredited free of TB. USDA had created a split-state status 
and a memorandum of understanding (MOU) was created for the USDA and states to agree 
upon framework. Most recently, this MOU was signed in the spring by Michigan Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD), Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and 
the USDA APHIS. If there are more than three newly-infected herds within the zone in a 12-
month period, USDA would conduct an evaluation. There are several follow-up actions that 
USDA could take, including to do nothing, conduct a TB program review or drop the TB 
accreditation status of either the Modified Accredited Zone or the entire state. 

Partnership Among Pheasants Forever, Enbridge and the DNR Wildlife division chief Russ 
Mason and Bill Vander Zouwen from Pheasants Forever talked about the new partnership 
between the department, Pheasants Forever and Enbridge. Enbridge will provide $500,000 
dollars for pheasant restoration and habitat work in Michigan. Pheasants Forever will serve as 
the banker for this partnership. 

Lake Michigan Stocking Lake Michigan basin coordinator Jay Wesley and Fisheries division 
chief Jim Dexter talked about balancing predator and prey and shared the Michigan stocking 
plan. This would include a decrease of 46% Chinook salmon to 300,000, 80,000 lake trout, 
550,000 brown trout, 580,000 steelhead, 1.57 million Coho salmon and exchange 50,000 lake 
trout for steelhead. Wesley then shared the department's next steps will include monitoring 
creel, looking a charter boat data, evaluating prey and predators; if there is a better balance 
they may consider increasing Chinook salmon again. The public has an interest to harvest 
more lake trout. A proposal may be brought in 2018 to open the season to all year from Arcadia 
to New Buffalo. 

Dexter added that the Lake Michigan Committee came to an agreement to reach a goal of 
reduction. All states can use different tactics and species to meet that goal. Anglers wonder 
why Michigan is cutting this much and another state is not; the lake is managed as a whole and 
the states work together to achieve goals. 

New Zealand Mud Snail Update Dexter shared a report on the recent inspection of a private 
fish hatchery on the Au Sable River. Twenty-one rivers have been surveyed in the state, only 
the Pere Marquette, Au Sable and Boardman rivers have been found positive for the New 
Zealand Mud Snail. 












