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A. INTRODUCTION 
 

The Pointe Mouillee State Game Area is a managed waterfowl unit consisting of 4,040 
acres of hemi-marsh, shallow open water, diked cropland, lake plain prairie and 
lowland hardwood communities.  The project is located about 30 miles southwest of 
Detroit at the confluence of the Detroit River, Huron River and Western Lake Erie. The 
state game area has three permanent full time employees (one biologist, one 
technician and one wildlife assistant along with some seasonal staff).  These staff are 
also responsible for management of Erie SGA, Petersburg SGA, Pointe Aux Peaux 
SGA and Brownstown Prairie SGA.  

 

B. AREA GOALS AND MANAGEMENT EMPHASIS 
 

The management goal for Pointe Mouillee State Game Area is to restore and maintain 
biotic communities and public use opportunities through practices and improvements 
that do not disturb existing unique features and which complement natural processes 
and local area ecology applying featured species management.  Management of this 
area will focus on restoring sustainable, naturally functioning systems where possible, 
and actively manage those systems that cannot be restored to function naturally.  
Hunting, trapping, fishing, viewing and other wildlife recreational opportunities will be 
available in a diversity of settings as a result of area management. 
 

Ecosystem Management 
 
Barry Commoner’s first law of ecology is everything is connected with everything else. 
Waterfowl is our main focus in our management activities, but within that focus we 
manage on an ecosystem level. As we manage our water levels for dabbling ducks we 
take into account how we can tie in management for emergent and submergent 
vegetation. This promotes cattail, lily pad, smartweed, etc.  By providing habitat for 
these flora species they in turn provide habitat for invertebrates, muskrats, mink, fish, 
reptiles, and amphibians. The invertebrates become a byproduct of emergent 
vegetation management and are very important to dabbling ducks and brood rearing. 
Muskrats use the cattails to make their lodges and in doing so create openings in the 
emergent cattail cover for the dabbling ducks. If Muskrats are left unchecked they can 
decimate cattail cover so to keep them in balance we have trapping by permit only to 
keep the population at a desired level. Everything is connected with everything else.  
 
Our upland and cropped areas are also managed using featured species management.  
The upland areas are broken into two main habitat types; grasslands/fields and wood 
lots. Our grasslands are then managed as warm season or cool season fields.  
 
We manage our grasslands for nesting, brood rearing, and roosting cover to many 
species of birds but we tie in our ability to provide food and cover for other wildlife, 
insects, reptiles, and amphibians. The grasslands provide food and cover for Deer, Fox 
Snakes, Blanding’s Turtle, and a wide range of insects. The insects need the grassland 
habitat to live; the grasslands need the insects and wildlife to pollinate, the wildlife 
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needs the grassland for cover and the wildlife need the insects for brood rearing. 
Everything is connected with everything else.  
 

Land Management Strategies 
 

The Pointe Mouillee State Game Area (PMSGA) Master Plan promotes the 
management and values of wetlands to hunters and other recreational users (i.e., 
trappers, birdwatchers, etc.) through the Michigan Waterfowl Legacy Program.  
Implementing this program is one of our More Bang for your Buck tasks.  Implementing 
this task also aligns with the strategies and goals identified by the DNR’s Evergreen 
Goals, the Wildlife Division’s GPS goals and the Southeast Region Operational Plan. 
  
The Master Plan sets the direction for management within the game area.  Through 
successful implementation of these strategies there will be an increase in the diversity, 
quantity, and quality of the habitats that will produce a greater variety of wildlife 
species.  Waterfowl use during migration, diversified public uses, habitat and hunting 
will be increased, as well as production of waterfowl and small game.  Nesting habitat 
will be increased for waterfowl by restoring and maintaining open areas adjacent to 
brood rearing habitat and restoring some of the historical wet prairie that once existed.  
The wildlife and fish produced and maintained on the game area will be the basis for 
increased recreation by hunters and non-hunters.  

 

C. WILDLIFE PRODUCTION AND USE ESTIMATES 
1. 125 pairs breeding ducks 

400 ducklings produced 
 

2. 105 pairs breeding Canada geese (Branta canadensis) 
 420 goslings produced  
 
3. 65 White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) on September 1st  

 
4. 75 Ring-necked pheasants (Phasianus colchicus) on September 1st 
 
5. Other game: 

a. 50 Fox Squirrels (Sciurus niger)  
b. 500 Eastern Cottontail Rabbits (Sylvilagus floridanus) 
c. 500 Woodchucks (Marmota monax) 
d. 8,000 Muskrats (Ondatra zibethica) 
e. 0 Bobwhite Quail (Colinus virginianus) 

 
6. Unique wildlife species: 

a. 6 Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) pairs nesting within 20 miles  
b. 0 nesting pairs of Great Egrets (Casmerodius albus)   
c. 150 Black-Crowned Night Herons (Nycticorax nycticorax)  
d. 55 nesting pairs of Great Blue Herons (Ardea herodias) 
e. 10 nesting pairs of Mute Swans (Cygnus olor), 100 non-breeding individuals, 

and 20 cygnets produced 
f. 65 American White Pelicans (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) 
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g. 3 pair of nesting Osprey (Pandion Haliaetus). 2 out of the 3 nests where 
successful. 

 

 D. SIGNIFICANT HABITAT MANAGEMENT 
 

During 2015, through our participation in a Cooperative Weed Management Area 
(CWMA) with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Lake Erie Metro Park and The 
Nature Conservancy (among others) 150 acres of phragmities (Phragmites sp.) was 
sprayed via aerial spraying in the Long Pond, Lautenschlager, Walpatich, Bad 
Creek and Humphries Units. This was the 12th consecutive year that phragmites 
was sprayed at the PMSGA. Another 150-200 acres are scheduled to be sprayed in 
2016. 
  
We drew down the Bad Creek Unit and on the south end we removed 
approximately 8 acres of dogwood and willow shrubs with a forestry cutter/mower.  
We will do follow up chemical treatment on this area to minimize regrowth of the 
shrubs, with a long term plan to encourage marsh vegetation such as cattails and 
wild duck food to establish in this area. 

 
The Vermet unit was drawn down in June to promote the growth of vegetation on 
the north and east parts of the unit.  Cattail seeds were broadcast and we also 
broadcast millet and buckwheat on some of the exposed mudflats.  We added a 
minimal amount of water to the unit for the waterfowl season to allow access for 
hunters and we are planning for another draw down in this unit this summer 2016. 
  
We conducted prescribed burns on 45 acres of grassland fields.  These fields 
consist of warm season grasses and lakeplain prairie plants.  Burning these fields is 
a great management tool that removes the thatch layer and woody vegetation 
thereby allowing the dormant seeds an opportunity to germinate.  These grassland 
fields provide excellent nesting and brooding rearing cover for mallards, pheasants 
and songbirds. 
 
In the island area at the Headquarters, we used the forestry cutter/mower to create 
3 small openings totaling approximately 1 acre.  This area was overgrown with red-
osier dogwood.  These openings will be planted to clover this summer 2016.  We 
also mowed 3 different openings to the river for waterfowl hunting access.  

E. LAND ACQUISITION UPDATE 
 No land was acquired in 2015 
 

F. AREA MAINTENANCE 
 

Water levels in southeast Michigan were above average this year.  This did not 
create any problems with the area dikes and seawall systems.  
 
Parking lots were improved at PMSGA by maintaining signs, barricades, gates, 
grading, and adding gravel.  
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Dikes and road maintenance continued with gravel placement in low spots and 
holes.  Sides of dikes were sprayed for brush, mowed and cleared to set back 
encroaching brush and woody vegetation. The gravel dikes were graded to maintain 
the integrity of the dike top and to make traveling the dikes safe. 
 
Due to the above average precipitation, the dirt part of Roberts Road was highly 
degraded this spring.  Stoneco of Michigan donated $10,000 worth of stone and 
grading to repair Roberts Road so the public could continue to enjoy recreational 
opportunities at PMSGA. 
 
One hundred twenty acres of buckwheat was planted for managed waterfowl 
hunting at PMSGA. 
 
This year was a very tough spring/summer and we were unable to plant corn in our 
agricultural fields.  It rained 26 out of 30 days in June accumulating just over 13 
inches of rain.  PMSGA has very heavy muck soils and takes a while to dry out; 
therefore our agricultural fields were not able to be worked up until the second week 
of July and even then the tractor had to be pulled out with a bulldozer multiple times 
because the fields were so wet the tractors were getting stuck.  Our corn planting 
window is the last week of May and the entire month of June.  With our options of 
not being able to plant any corn, we planted additional acres of buckwheat making 
sure we had adequate food source for migrating waterfowl. 
 
The motor on the Huron River small pump malfunctioned this spring and had to be 
rebuilt.  With this pump down, we had to rely on the big pump during the spring and 
most of the summer to keep water out of the agricultural fields and our ditches. 
 
We had to reinforce our temporary repairs between the tubes of the South 
Causeway control structure that were done in 2014 due to the above average water 
levels in Lake Erie.  With the bottoms of the tubes rusted out and the high water 
levels, we had to pump water out of the Humphries Unit all spring and most of the 
summer; otherwise we would have lost most of the marsh vegetation due to high 
water levels.  We hired an engineering firm this spring to develop a cost estimate 
and final designs to repair the south causeway water control structure.  
 
The big pump blew a hydraulic line in late August leaking hydraulic fluid into the pit. 
The pit had to be cleaned by a licensed environmental firm before we could dewater 
the pit and pull the pump. We ran into obstacles trying to dewater the pit that 
delayed the repair, water pressure on the outside of the pit gates caused the gates 
to leak, and not enough pumps to move the amount of water needed. The hose also 
took longer than expected to be repaired but once it was back the pump was quickly 
put back together and reinstalled in the pit in time to begin pumping for waterfowl 
season. 
 
Staff maintained equipment, parking lots, signs, dikes, pumps, barriers and several 
buildings. 
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The Bloody Run, Nelson, and Walpatich Units (agricultural units) were flooded a 
week prior to general waterfowl season and gradually added water at various points 
throughout the season to reach full pool. 
 
Trees growing along the dikes around the PMSGA were cut down.  
 
All of the rollers at PMSGA were repaired.  

 

G. EQUIPMENT 
 

• 3 ton fertilizer cart was purchased 
• 2015 Polaris Sportsman 850 4-wheeler was purchased by Waterfowl USA-

Southwestern Lake Erie Chapter and Pointe Mouillee Waterfowl Festival 
• 14’ Flatbottom boat and trailer with a trolling motor and 4 marsh seats was 

purchased by Waterfowl USA-Western Lake Erie Chapter 
 

H. SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 

The 68th Annual Michigan Duck Hunters’ Tournament took place this year.  An 
estimated 8,000 people attended the two day event held at the Pte. Mouillee State 
Game Area September 19th – 20th.  
 
Area personnel assisted in Canada goose banding (538), duck banding (378), and 
Osprey banding (7).  
 
Deer Check was open at the Pointe Mouillee Check Station. 470 deer were checked 
from Oct. 4- Nov 12, Nov. 16 – Dec 4, and Jan. 4- 8 at Pte. Mouillee.  We also had 
a check station at Cabela’s in Dundee.  134 deer were checked from Nov. 15, 20-22 
and Nov 28-29. 
 
We continued a hen house project with South Carolina Delta Waterfowl Association.  
They supplied the hen houses, hardware and poles to erect them.  We agreed to 
put them up, monitor them and maintain them. 70% usage by mallards and wood 
ducks was observed in 2015. 
 
In cooperation with MUCC, we had an “On the Ground” workday at PMSGA. 
Volunteers from MUCC and hunters of Pointe Mouillee spent a morning checking 
and maintaining mallard nesting tubes and wood duck boxes. 

 
Eastern Michigan University continued a research project on the PMSGA. They will 
be taking data from Phragmites plants in various stages of growth and at various 
stages in our control efforts.  
 
PMSGA personnel continued their affiliation with the Western Lake Erie 
Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) steering committee with the US Fish 
and Wildlife, The Nature Conservancy, DTE, Huron Clinton Metro Park Authority, 
and Eastern Michigan University among others. 



6 
 

 

I.  RECREATIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES AND SPECIAL 
EVENTS 

 
Bird watching, fishing, trapping and hunting are the major recreational activities at 
Pointe Mouillee State Game Area. Thousands of people from all over the United States 
and Canada visited the game area throughout the year to view a diverse group of bird 
species. Fishermen also make thousands of trips out to PMSGA and to the 
Headquarters to launch their boat or fish from the sea wall. Wildlife watching, hunting, 
trapping, fishing, hiking, dog training, and boating are recreational activities enjoyed by 
the public here at PMSGA (Table 1).  Below is a list of special events that occurred at 
PMSGA in 2015: 
 
Youth fishing derby put on by Brownstown Township 
 
Spring birding tour hosted by Pointe Mouillee staff 
 
Cabelas youth event (fishing and archery) 
 
Fall open house hosted by Pointe Mouillee staff 
 
Pointe Mouillee Waterfowl Festival 
 
5 Audubon driving tours 
 
Christmas bird count 
 
Greatest week in birding event 
 
Youth duck hunt, lunch, and workshop put on with Waterfowl USA Southwestern Lake 
Erie Chapter, and Gibraltar Duck Hunters Association. 50 kids participated. 
 
 
Table1. Estimated User Trips and Harvest at Pointe Mouillee State Game Area 2015 

 
Activity User Trips Harvest 

Waterfowl hunting 6,000 4,000 
Deer hunting 300 15 
Small game hunting 3,000 500 
Trapping  N/A N/A 
Fishing 30,000  
Wildlife viewing 6,000  
Tournament 8,000  
Educational tours 500  
Other (boating, etc.) 3,000  
TOTALS 56,800 4,515 
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J.  TRAPPING 
 

Trapping season is still under way at the time this report was due.  A separate report 
will be written for the 2015-16 trapping season.  

K.  WATERFOWL BANDING 
 
Goose banding was down from last year with 538 Canada geese banded, and 110  
re-captures.  Duck banding was up with 378 ducks banded (250 mallards, 127 wood 
ducks, and 1 pintail) (Table 2). 
 

 Table 2. Waterfowl Banding Results for Pointe Mouillee State Game Area 2003-2015 
 

Year C. Geese Mallards Wood ducks Blue-winged 
Teal Other Ducks Common 

Tern Totals 

2015 538 250 127 0 1 0 916 
2014 705 125 70 0 0 0 900 
2013 699 0 31 0 0 0 730 
2012 781 32 1 0 0 0 814 
2011 529 34 0 0 2 15 580 
2010 768 205 6 0 0 0 979 
2009 741 0 0 0 0 56 797 
2008 588 171 3 0 0 0 762 
2007 778 0 0 0 0 0  778 
2006 480 0 0 0 1 0  481 
2005 507 0 0 0 0 0 507 
2004 805 0 0 0 0 0 805 
2003 450 0 0 0 0 0 450 

Totals 8369 817 238 0 4 71 9499 
 
* 200 Translocated geese went to Erie State Game Area 
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L.  WATERFOWL HUNTING SEASON 
 

1. Introduction 
 

Managed hunting at Pointe Mouillee State Game Area is only done three days a 
week (Sunday AM/PM, Tuesday AM and Thursday AM/PM) in the Walpatich, Long 
Pond and Nelson Units (21 zones totaling approximately 450 acres). Through a 
cooperative agreement with the US Fish and Wildlife Service we also draw for three 
AM zones owned by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at the Brancheau Tract in 
Estral Beach. The Vermet, Humphries and Bad Creek Units consist of 1,820 acres 
of high quality, easily accessible emergent/cattail marsh. These areas are open to 
public hunting 7 days a week during waterfowl season. There are also three refuge 
units (Bloody Run, Banana Dike and Lautenschlager Units) that are closed to all 
use and occupancy September 1st through December 15th. The information below 
only contains data on waterfowl taken and hunter trips for the 24 zones in the 
managed waterfowl hunt area.  
 
The 2015 managed waterfowl season saw a total of 1,053 hunter trips.  Usage 
decreased slightly in 2015 compared to 1,125 trips made in 2014. This decrease 
was due to above average temperatures and very few weather events minimizing 
waterfowl movement.  Hunters also experienced very sparse hiding cover due to no 
corn being planted in the managed zones (Nelson and Walpatich Units), which may 
have contributed to the decrease in hunter trips. 
  
Wildlife employees inspected hunter harvested species from morning hunts only. 
Avian influenza sampling was done this year.  Hunters were very receptive to 
having their harvested waterfowl sampled.  The samples came back negative. 

 

2. Weather and Habitat Conditions (Waterfowl Season October and November) 
 

The 2015 water levels in western Lake Erie were above average for the majority of 
the year. Water levels were not an issue this year for flooding our various units.  

 
Much of the autumn’s weather across Southeast Lower Michigan was mild with 
below average precipitation, and very few weather events throughout the fall 
minimizing waterfowl movement. Weather overall during the month of October was 
mild with an average high of 61 °F and an average low of 47°F.  

 
The month of November was unseasonably warm and very mild providing 
suboptimal hunting conditions. We had a few weather events here and there.  The 
weekend of November 21st we experienced our first major weather event with rain 
and snow mix and temperatures dropping to the mid 30’s with winds 10-15mph out 
of the NE.  With this weather event we saw an increase in waterfowl numbers. The 
following week temperatures were mild with partly cloudy skies.  Weather overall 
during the month of November was mild with an average high of 52°F and an 
average low of 38°F. 
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3. Migration and Waterfowl Numbers 
 

Table 1.  2015 Waterfowl Population Estimates Pointe Mouillee State Game Area 
 

Date Ducks Geese Swans 
Sept. 7 – 13 1093 40 4 
Sept. 14 – 20 1305 124 5 
Sept. 21 – 27 1341 105 0 
Sept. 28 – Oct. 4 2606 357 43 
Oct. 5 – 11 6302 75 14 
Oct. 12 – 18 3008 40 0 
Oct. 19 – 25 3463 10 1 
Oct. 26 – Nov. 1 4866 91 3 
Nov. 2 – 8 4254 1 1 
Nov. 9– 15 4197 97 63 
Nov. 16 – 22 5340 108 132 
Nov. 30 – Dec. 6 5728 77 318 
Dec. 7 – 13 5712 62 358 
Dec 14 – 20 7450 38 480 

 

4. Season Dates and Area Regulations 
 

Managed hunting was offered three days a week on a regular Sunday AM/PM, 
Tuesday AM and Thursday AM/PM schedule in the Long Pond, Nelson, and 
Walpatich Units and at the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service’s Brancheau tract in Estral 
Beach during the 2015 season.  The season ran continuously from October 10th 
through December 6th, 2015. 

 

5. Hunting Season Results 
 

A.  Pre-registration 
 

2015 was the fourteenth year without a pre-registered hunt for the opening 
weekend.  The opening day afternoon hunt was a non-registered youth hunt, 
and received good youth hunter participation with 20 parties. 

 

B.  Harvest and Hunter Use 
 

Daily bag limits for 2015 were 6 ducks of any species; hunters were allowed 2 
hen mallards and 2 canvasback.  Harvest decreased from 1,325 ducks and 38 
geese in 2014 to 827 ducks and 30 geese in 2015.  Hunter trips decreased from 
1,125 in 2014 to 1,053 in 2015. The above average temperatures and mild 
weather was again directly responsible for the decrease. Hunter success was at 
0.82 birds per hunter trip. 2015 was a below average year in the managed 
zones, down 0.38 birds per hunter trip from 2014.  
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Table 2. Harvest Data at Pointe Mouillee State Game Area  2010 - 2015 
 

  Number Harvested (Percentage) 
 

Species 
 

2010 
 

2011 
 

2012 
 

2013 
 

2014 2015 
Male Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 236 (35) 442 (37) 277 (27) 265 (26) 319 (23) 224 (26) 
Female Mallard 152 (22) 267 (22) 223 (22) 174 (17) 251 (18) 256 (30) 
Am. Black Duck (Anas rubripes)  12 TR 28 TR 27 TR 19 TR 29 TR 12 TR 
Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) 11 TR 16 TR 28 TR 36 TR 26 TR 49 (6) 
Gadwall (Anas strepera) 14 TR 26 TR 21 TR 254 (25) 235 (17) 60 (7) 
Am. Wigeon (Anas Americana) 0 5 TR 2 TR 13 TR 4 TR 6 TR 
Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) 61 (9) 109 (9) 83 (8) 74 (7) 71 (5) 92 (11) 
Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors) 49 (7) 46 TR 79 (8) 28 TR 47 TR 24 TR 
N. Shoveler (Anas clypeata) 30 TR 79 (6) 44 TR 16 TR 44 TR 3 TR 
Wood Duck (Aix sponsa) 99 (15) 138 (12) 202 (20) 108 (10) 250 (18) 64 (7) 
Redhead (Aythya Americana) 3 TR 3 TR 5 TR 4 TR 15 TR 8 TR 
Scaup Sp. (Aythya sp.) 7 TR 10 TR 0 6 TR 7 TR 6 TR 
Ring-necked (Aythya collaris) 0 8 TR 5 TR 7 TR 4 TR 9 TR 
C. Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) 0 2 TR 0 2 TR 1 TR 10 TR 
Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis) 0 2 TR 0 0 4 TR 1 TR 
Merganser Sp. (Mergus sp.) 1 TR 5 TR 6 TR 3 TR 5 TR 2 TR 
Canvasback (Aythya valisineria) 1 TR 0 0 0 0 1 TR 
Unknown 0 5 TR 2 TR 0 0 1 TR 
American Coot (Fulica americana) 4 0 0 3 TR 10 TR 7 TR 
Canada geese (Branta Canadensis) 9 46 12 TR 6 TR 38 TR 30 TR 
Snow geese (Anser caerulescens) 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 689 1237 1016 1018 1360 865 
Hunter Trips 649 792 814 712 1125 1053 
Cripples 157 261 250 218 260 204 

       
Birds/Hunter 1.06 1.56 1.24 1.43 1.21 0.82 

TR denotes ‹ 5% 
 

C.  Hunter Days and Individual Hunter Numbers 
 

Hunter participation in the drawings was slightly down from 2014.  An average of 
10 parties entered the drawings for the 24 zones available.  The highest 
attendance for a drawing was 29 parties for the a.m. hunt on October 11th and 
the lowest was 0 parties for the a.m. hunt on November 24th.  Youth hunts were 
held on October 10th p.m. with 20 parties participating and November 8th a.m. 
with 8 parties participating. Drawings were held through December 6th.  
 
The number of hunter days for the managed hunt areas at Pointe Mouillee State 
Game Area was 26 days and the total number of individual hunters using the 
area was 1,053 hunter trips.  In 2014, there were 26 hunter days and a total of 
1,125 hunter trips using the area. 



 

D. Permits and Harvest 
Table 3. 2015 Daily Harvest by Zones at Pointe Mouillee State Game Area 

 
Zones *O10 O11 O 13 O15 O18 O20 O22 O25 O27 O29 N1 N3 N5 N8 N10 N12 N15 N17 N19 N22 N24 N26 N29 D1 D3 D6 

2 6 1      1    0     0     0     
3 12 7 9 8 0  1 1  0 1 2  0        2 0   0 
4 7 2  2 2   2   0   0        0 0   0 
5 12 20 7 10 13 19 4 0 3 13 2 2 1 2 5 6 1 0 3 2  1 1 0  1 
6 6 6 8 6 4 1 2 2   2   0   2  2    0    
7 20 0 3 5 4 2 8 7 0 7 10 9 2 1  14 4 1 6 1  0 1 0 9 2 
8 14 0   5  0 4     0    1          
9 19 2 4 3 3  0 5  0 5  3 6   1     0 1   0 
10 3 3   0   0         0      0    
11 13 1 1 0 0 1 0 0  2 1 0 0 0  0 0     0   0  
12 9 4 8 2 2 2 0 3 3 16 3 1 1 1 4 1 1  5 0  0 1  0  
13 3 2 6 13 6 4 4 2 2 16 8 0 1 0 8 9 3 2 6 6  0 3 8 3 0 
14 10 0 0 1 0 3  8 0 2 5 0 1 0 0 3 3 0 1 0  0 0 4 2 1 
15 0       0                   
16 2 0 2 4 1 0 0 1 3 2 1  1 0  0  0 0   0     
17 1 1   0   0  4 0   0  0 0      1  0  
18 2 0   0   1  3 0 1 2 0  2 0     0 0   0 
19 0 0      1  0 1 2     0 1 2 0  0 0 2 1 0 
20 3 1   2   1  9 1 0  0  0 0   0  3 5  1 1 
21  0      1   0   0  2      1     
22 6 0      3   0 0  0   0   0  2    0 
23 8 2  3 5 0  3   1 1  0  2 0  0   0     
24 5 4   0 5  1   0   0             
25 9 2   2   0   0                

Total 170 58 48 57 49 37 19 47 11 74 41 18 12 10 17 45 18 4 25 10 0 9 13 14 16 5 
* O = October, N = November, D = December 
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E. Species Harvest 
 

Table 4. 2015 Daily Harvest by Species at Pointe Mouillee State Game Area 
 

Species O10 O11 O13 O15 O18 O20 O22 O25 O27 O29 N1 N3 N5 N8 N10 N12 N15 N17 N19 N22 N24 N26 N29 D1 D3 D6 
Drake 

Mallard 
38 17 8 9 6 9 5 11 4 25 15 5 5 2 5 20 4 2 12 4  2 2 8 5 1 

Hen Mallard 53 22 11 15 14 8 6 19 3 27 13 5 4 3 5 8 7 2 5 6  6 2 5 6 1 
Wood Duck 29 8 9 8 5 4       1              

GWT1 34 7 4 11 6 5 3 12  4  4 1  1            
BWT2 12  4 3 1 1        1   1  1        

Black Duck 1   1    1   1        3    2 1 2  
Shoveler     1  2                    
Gadwall 1   2 3 1    9 6 2  4 4 14 4  2   1 4  2 1 
Pintail 1  5 6 8 7 2 1 4 7 3 2 1  1  1          

Widgeon  2 1 1 1  1                    
Red Head  1 2  2 1     1              1  

Ruddy        1                   
Ringneck 1 1 1 2  1  1  1      1           

Bufflehead     1   1  1 1    1 2       3    
Scaup   2        1        2       1 

Merganser   1              1          
Canvasback                          1 

Other 2  1        3               2 
Total 172 58 49 57 49 37 19 47 11 74 44 18 12 10 17 45 18 4 25 10 0 9 13 14 16 7 

 1GWT – Green Wing Teal 
 2 BWT – Blue Wing Teal 
 



 

6. Cropland, Marshland and Water Level Management 
 

This year was a very tough spring/summer and we were unable to plant corn in our 
agricultural fields.  It rained 26 out of 30 days in June accumulating just over 13 
inches of rain.  PMSGA has very heavy muck soils and takes a while to dry out; 
therefore our agricultural fields were not able to be worked up until the second week 
of July and even then the tractor had to be pulled out with a bulldozer multiple times 
because the fields were so wet the tractors were getting stuck.  Our corn planting 
window is the last week of May and the entire month of June.  With our options of 
not being able to plant any corn, we planted 120 acres of buckwheat making sure 
we had adequate food source for migrating waterfowl.  The Units were flooded a 
week before opening day of waterfowl season. All of the areas had good water 
depth throughout the waterfowl season. 
 
The Vermet unit was drawn down in June to promote the growth of vegetation on 
the north and east parts of the unit.  Cattail seeds were broadcast and we also 
broadcast millet and buckwheat on some of the exposed mudflats.  We added a 
minimal amount of water (1’3”) to the unit for the waterfowl season to allow for 
another draw down this summer 2016. 
 

7. Significant Projects 
 
We conducted prescribed burns on 45 acres of grassland fields.  These fields 
consist of warm season grasses and lakeplain prairie plants.  Burning these fields is 
a great management tool that removes the thatch layer and woody vegetation 
thereby allowing the dormant seeds an opportunity to germinate.  These grassland 
fields provide excellent nesting and brooding rearing cover for mallards, pheasants 
and songbirds. 

 
We drew down the Bad Creek Unit and on the south end we removed 
approximately 8 acres of dogwood and willow shrubs with a forestry cutter/mower.  
We will do follow up chemical treatment on this area to minimize regrowth of the 
shrubs, with a long term plan to encourage marsh vegetation such as cattails and 
wild duck food to establish in this area. 

 
Due to the above average precipitation, the dirt part of Roberts Road was highly 
degraded this spring.  Stoneco of Michigan donated $10,000 worth of stone and 
grading to repair Roberts Road so the public could continue to enjoy recreational 
opportunities at PMSGA. 

 
In the island area at the Headquarters, we used the forestry cutter/mower to create 
3 small openings totaling approximately 1 acre.  This area was overgrown with red-
osier dogwood.  These openings will be planted to clover this summer.  We also 
mowed 3 different openings to the river for waterfowl hunting access.  
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8.  Recommendations 
 

Continue experimental methods to control Phragmites.  Without intensive 
management practices Phragmities will out-compete native vegetation in the 
wetland ecosystem, resulting in a monoculture of Phragmites. 
 
Continue row crop planting on drier sites to help control brush invasion, and prepare 
site for conversion to a native plant community.  
 
Maintain existing program of flooding cropland in the Bloody Run Refuge to attract, 
feed, and hold migrating waterfowl during fall and spring migrating seasons. Add 
some cropland areas to the Lautenschlager Unit 

 
Develop new nesting meadow and prairie grassland sites along the Long Pond Unit, 
particularly in zone 4 and extend the prairie grassland in the back of Zones 11 and 
12. 
 
Continue with no pre-registered hunts at PMSGA during opening weekend.  
Hunter’s lack of participation does not warrant pre-registration.  Continue two youth 
hunts conducted in the managed areas.  Continue experimenting with a self-
registration system that allows hunters to register themselves late in the season 
when the marsh is frozen or there is a lack of participation. 
 
Continue prescribed burn rotations on prairie grass fields at PMSGA.  This 
management strategy will maintain our warm season grasses while setting back 
cool season grasses, broadleaf weeds and brush. 
 
Update current Master Plan and work from a 5-year operational plan. 

 

9. Prominent Partners and Volunteers 
 

Michigan Duck Hunters’ Tournament Pointe Mouillee Waterfowl Festival:  
2015 was the 68th anniversary of the tournament/festival that is held at the game 
area headquarters each September. The tournament regularly donates money to 
the game area for seed, fertilizer, and/or equipment. 

 
Waterfowl USA Southwestern Lake Erie Chapter: Regularly donates money to 
the PMSGA for equipment and/or aid with the cost of the regional and flyway 
meetings that the DNR hosts. Co-sponsor of the annual youth waterfowl hunt at 
PMSGA.  
 
Ducks Unlimited: Works with us on wetland restoration projects, grants, 
phragmites control, and advice on pumps and water control structures. Also 
donates seed and nest boxes. 
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Pheasants Forever: Donated $1,500 of corn seed, food plot mix and prairie grass 
seed to help create and restore native prairie grass fields. 
 
Eastern Michigan University: Continued a Phragmites research project at Pointe 
Mouillee 

 
Detroit, Jackson, Macomb, Washtenaw, and Oakland Audubon Societies: 
Provide us with volunteer hours for bird counts and tours. 

 
Detroit International Wildlife Refuge: Apply for grants together. Help with 
management on some of their lands.  Common Tern Banding, duck and goose 
banding, Hunting Regulations on Federal land, and managed draw for the 
Brancheau Unit.  

 
Gibraltar Duck Hunters Association: Help purchase some equipment and co-
sponsor the youth waterfowl hunt at PMSGA. 

 
Sportsman’s Forum Group various: Help out with trash pick-up, goose banding 
and duck banding 

 
South Carolina Flyway Foundation: Provides Mallard Nesting Tubes for us to put 
up 

 
Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA): Phragmities strike team TNC, 
DTE, Consumers Energy, Huron Clinton Metro Park Authority, Eastern Michigan – 
apply for grants, and a group attack on Phragmites partnered with various groups. 

 
Michigan State University: Partnered with MSU to conduct monthly surveys with 
Adam Byrne for the PMSGA. 

 
Wayne County Road Commission: Grade drive/parking lot and the section of 
Mouillee Road that is state-owned. 

 
Brownstown Twp.: Youth fishing derby – we provide them use of the HQ Island  

 
Monroe County Conservation District: We partner with the CD on their no-till drill 
program by housing and maintaining the drill.  

 
Law Enforcement Division: Cooperatively work with them on violations, etc. 

 
Fisheries Division: Work with them to tag walleye in the Huron River and net fish 
in Lake Erie. 

 
Parks and Recreation Division: Work with PRD Division on various wetland 
projects and the osprey platforms at Sterling State Park. 
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Osprey Watch of Southeast Michigan: They monitor all osprey nests in Southeast 
Michigan and keep us informed so we can band the osprey chicks. 
 
MUCC: co-sponsors a nesting structure work day at PMSGA.  

 

10. Economic Benefits 
 

There are a number of local businesses that benefit from having the PMSGA 
nearby. Because we offer so many recreational activities at the PMSGA our users 
purchase a laundry list of items from local retailers. The local Marina party store and 
the local bait and tackle store depend on our patrons for a good portion of their 
business. There are three public boat launches with access to Lake Erie and the 
Detroit and Huron Rivers in the immediate vicinity of the PMSGA but only the one at 
Pointe Mouillee is free of charge. In addition to the obvious benefit bait and tackle 
stores get from being near the PMSGA the gas stations in Rockwood and South 
Rockwood also benefit. These gas stations are near the expressway and these are 
the main two exits people use to get to the PMSGA. Our hunters, bird watchers, and 
fishermen frequent these establishments purchasing gas, coffee, water, energy 
drinks, and snacks. There are also a few restaurants and bars in Rockwood, South 
Rockwood, and Brownstown Twp. that benefit from hunters, fishermen and bird 
watchers stopping to get something to eat.  During the Pointe Mouillee Waterfowl 
Festival upwards of 8,000 people descend on the PMSGA over a two day period 
injecting their money into the surrounding area. 
 
In 2015 we added a map to the check station showing local businesses and where 
people could get food, gas, bait, etc. 

 

11. Opportunities 
 

Phragmites continues to be a problem, requiring constant and intensive 
management. 

 
Continue positive relationships with local wildlife conservation organizations and 
non-profit organizations, as well as developing new relationships to help achieve 
goals, and increase donations and volunteerism. 

 
The big pump is in need of being upgraded to meet our demands and allow us 
better flexibility in water managemetn . 

 
We will be working with The US Army Corps of Engineers on projects involving the 
Banana Dike and South Causeway water control structure. 
 
Increase open field hunting opportunities at PMSGA. 
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