Clinton-Ionia-Shiawassee Trail Planning 

Open House Questionnaire

Goal Setting

We are in the early stages of planning for the design and development of the C-I-S Trail. The Trail is a 100 foot wide corridor 41.3 miles long that runs from the west side of Owosso to the east side of Ionia. It was purchased by the State of Michigan to provide for non-motorized trail activities. We are seeking your input to help us determine goals for visitor use and trail development. This questionnaire is one tool to get that input. Another is the 3 listening stations. Please talk to one of our listening station facilitators to provide verbal input to accompany your written input in the questionnaire. Please return your questionnaire to the registration table or put it in the box marked completed questionnaires before you leave.    

Visitor Use and Experience

1.  Please circle the non-motorized trail uses you support for this corridor?

a. Walking

b. Bicycling

c. Horse/equestrian

d. Running

e. Operation of electric wheelchairs and similar devices for the mobility impaired

f. Access to rivers (e.g. Maple River, Stony Creek) for fishing, canoe and kayaking, etc.

g. In-line skating

h. Pet walking

i. Any other uses (list_______________________________________________)

2.  What would your primary use of the corridor be of those listed including other?
3. Thinking of all the uses above, do you see any significant potential for conflict among..

a. Any of the trail uses we listed? If yes, what are they?


b. Among the ones you suggested be provided in the corridor? If yes, what 
are they?

4. What other kinds of activities would you and your household want the Trail to provide?  
5.   What special events do you feel would be appropriate for the Trail?

6.   Besides safety signage (e.g. stop, yield, etc.) please circle which
        facilities/conveniences should be provided along the corridor?

a. Public restrooms

b. Drinking fountains

c. Mileage markers

d. You are here maps

e. Other facilities (list)__________________________________________
7.   Please circle the services/products you and your household would like to 
access from the corridor?
a.
Restaurant

b.
Farmers market

c.
Convenience store/grocery store

d.
Variety of shopping opportunities

e.
Bicycle repair and support

f. Bicycle rental

g. Historic/cultural features

h. Motel/hotel

i. Bed & breakfast

j. Other (list)_________________________________________________

8.   Do you or your family use other trails for non-motorized activities? ___Yes __No

If yes, which trail is your favorite? __________________________________Trail

Why is it your favorite?____________________________________________

Resource Characteristics and Management Conditions

What are the key considerations in how the trail and rest of the right of way should be developed and maintained? The trail is envisioned as the area where the tracks were located, typically a raised surface near the center of right of way from 10 – 14 feet wide. The rest of the right of way is typically 40-45 feet on either side of the trail. 

9.  I would prefer that the trail be surfaced with (check one):

__Asphalt

__Crushed limestone

__Unimproved/gravel    

__Other (explain________________________________________________________)


10.  I would prefer that trail access/trailheads/parking be located (check one):

__In towns and villages
__In rural areas

11.  I would prefer that trail access/trailheads were approximately how far apart?

___5 miles

___10 miles

12.  Please rate how important the following considerations are in managing the trail. 

Use a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 is unimportant, 2 is slightly important, 3 is moderately important, 4 is very important and 5 is crucial. 

Consideration






Rating

Security of adjacent lands and landowners



____

Security of trail users






____

Keeping motorized vehicles off the trail



____

Keeping the trail clean/no litter


`

____

Mowing trailside 






____

Maintaining clear trail surface in the winter



____

Please list any other management considerations, questions, suggestions or concerns.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

13.  How many miles is the closest point on the trail to your house? _________miles

14.  What is your zip code?_________________
15.  Where (road, town, etc.) would you most likely access the trail? ________________
Socio Economic Benefits

16.  The trail will provide many benefits. Please rate their importance to you. Use a scale 

of 1 to 5, where 1 is unimportant, 2 is slightly important, 3 is moderately important, 4 is very important and 5 is crucial.
Benefits








Rating

Health/fitness








_____
Opportunity to train for running, walking, biking events


_____
Site for running, walking, biking events




_____
Recreation/fun
                                                                           

_____

Economic opportunity for businesses





_____
Opportunity for outdoor education 





_____
Non-motorized transportation between communities, neighborhoods
_____
Opportunity to socialize






_____

Be outdoors, experience nature





_____

Access to other recreation opportunities (e.g. Maple River, etc.)

_____
Access to cultural/historic resources (e.g. Train Depot in St. Johns, etc.)
_____
Are there other benefits besides those listed above for you? If yes, what are they? 

17.  What are your hopes regarding the trail?

18.  What are your concerns regarding the trail?

19.  What are the special places the trail should highlight (e.g. natural resources, cultural/historic resources, recreation opportunities, etc.)

Thanks for taking the time to share your thoughts with us. If you have any final thoughts about the trail and the rest of the right of way, please put them below.
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