
Glossary of Terms  
 
Biological Diversity: The full range of variety and variability within and among living organisms and the 
natural associations in which they occur. Biological diversity includes ecosystem diversity, species 
diversity and genetic diversity. 

 
Special Conservation Areas (SCAs): Areas of state forest which have had one or more conservation 
objectives, interests or elements identified, which makes them unique. Some examples include areas 
with old growth, springs or wildlife habitat corridors. 

 
High Conservation Value Areas (HCVAs): Areas of state forest which have been recognized for their 
contribution to specific conservation values, objectives and ecological attributes or significant social 
values, and have a significant public consultation and/or public review as part of their identification 
process.  

 
Dedicated Habitat Areas (DHA): A category of High Conservation Value Area. They identify geographic 
areas on the landscape where there is an emphasis on species-specific habitat, with a long-term goal of 
ensuring that these species are conserved as examples of our state’s biodiversity. These include:  

• Habitat areas for threatened or endangered species, such as the Kirtland’s warbler and piping 
plover.   

• Habitat areas for species requiring interior core forest habitat, including American marten, 
cerulean warblers, red-shouldered hawks and northern goshawks.  

 
 
Ecological Reference Area (ERA): A category of High Conservation Value Area. An ERA identifies a 
geographic area on the landscape where there is an emphasis on biodiversity conservation achieved 
through maintaining and/or restoring high quality native natural communities, with a long-term goal of 
ensuring that these natural communities are conserved as examples of our state’s biodiversity.  
 

Potential Old Growth (POG): Potential Old Growth was a category of classification for areas that were 
identified in the state forest after the 1994 Natural Resources Commission approval of the “Old Growth 
on State Forest Lands” addendum to the 1983 Statewide Forest Resources Plan. Forest Certification 
standards have formalized the definition of Old Growth (see Type 1 and Type 2 Old Growth below). the 
DNR’s approach to defining and recognizing special conservation areas has evolved into the various 
categories seen in the definitions on this page, making this classification obsolete.        

 
Type 1 and Type 2 Old Growth: An area of forest that has few or no signs of human disturbance and 
that exhibits unique ecological features related to age, composition and associated structure. Old-growth 
stands and forests include:  
 

• Type 1 Old Growth: A forested area three acres or more in size that has never been logged 
and that display old-growth characteristics.  

• Type 2 Old Growth: A forested area 20 acres or more acres in size that has been logged 
(minor cutting), but which does not result in the elimination of any major canopy species and 
that retains (never lost) significant original elements of old-growth structure and functions.  
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