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                       August 20, 2007 
 
 
 
Memorandum to the Director: 
 
INFORMATION:  Natural Resources Commission  
 
SUBJECT: Name change of Tippy Dam Boating Access Site 51-22, Manistee County, to 

Tippy Dam State Recreation Area 
 
Authority: 
 
The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, Part 741 authorizes the 
Director to designate state parks and recreation areas. 
 
Discussion and Background: 
 
The Commission had adopted resolutions in the past which placed the majority of state parks and 
recreation areas under the provisions of Public Act 451 of 1994, as directed by NRC Policy 
2407, and DNR Policy and Procedure 26.24-07.   
 
Tippy Dam Boating Access Site 51-22 development has progressed to a point of single entrance 
control, with available parking lots, boating access site and campground.  The desire of our 
citizens for outdoor recreation opportunities in northern Michigan far exceed the ability of 
existing parks to provide for these needs.  In order to more effectively fulfill the Department’s 
legislatively mandated duty to “create, maintain, operate, promote, and make available for public 
use and enjoyment a system of state parks to preserve and protect Michigan’s significant natural 
resources and areas of natural beauty or historic significance, to provide open space for public 
recreation, and to provide an opportunity to understand Michigan’s natural resources and need to 
protect and manage those resources,” the Department has concluded that the establishment of a 
new, designated State Recreation Area in northern Michigan is in the best interest of our State’s 
citizens.   
 
We believe that Tippy Dam Boating Access Site 51-22 warrants recognition as a part of 
Michigan’s State Parks system.  Therefore, we believe that it is appropriate that the Director 
rename and reaffirm Tippy Dam Boating Access Site 51-22 to “Tippy Dam State Recreation 
Area.” 
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Recommendation: 
 
We recommend the Director change the designation of  Tippy Dam Boating Access Site 51-22 to 
Tippy Dam State Recreation Area. 
 
 
 
Ronald A. Olson, Chief     Rodney Stokes, Acting Chief 
Parks and Recreation      Law Enforcement 
 
 
 
Kelley D. Smith, Chief     William Moritz, Chief 
Fisheries       Wildlife 
 
 
 
Arminda S. Koch      Dennis Fedewa 
Resource Management Deputy    Chief Deputy 
 
 
 
I approve the staff recommendations. 
 
 
 
Rebecca A. Humphries   
Director Date Approved 
 
 
 
 
 


