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SUBMITTED: August 10, 2012 
RESUBMITTED: September 17, 2012 
 
 

MEMORANDUM TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 
 
Subject: Allegan SGA Fennville Farm Unit Goose Season Exceptions 
 Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No. 14 of 2012 
 
Authority: 
 
The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended, authorizes 
the Director and the Commission to issue orders to manage wild animals in this state.   
 
Discussion and Background:
 
Increased Canada goose federal frameworks this year provided for longer hunting seasons in 
Michigan’s waterfowl hunting zones as well as the Goose Management Units (GMU).  The 
goose population at the Fennville Farm Unit of the Allegan State Game Area reaches its peak in 
December and January and is proportionately low in the early months of goose season.  
Historically, the high-quality hunting has also taken place in the later months of the season.  In 
an attempt to balance the desire for increased hunting opportunity on private land in the Allegan 
GMU and to maximize hunter satisfaction within the small section of Fennville Farm, it is 
recommended that the Fennville Farm Unit be closed for most of the early portion of the goose 
season in order to allow the goose numbers to build.   
 
This should result in maximum hunter satisfaction, as the number of hunting days this year on 
the private land portion of the GMU, is double from last year and the Fennville Farm Unit will 
still have a longer goose season as compared to previous years.  Allowing hunting on the farm 
for the entire 92-day season could result in geese leaving the Fennville Farm area early thus 
reducing public-land hunting opportunity during the peak of season.   
 
Additionally, because the number of hunting days has doubled from last year, operating 92 days 
of managed hunting at the Fennville Farm Unit season would present challenges.  The 
Department is looking at alternate methods for administering the allocation of hunting spots in 
order to reduce staffing needs, but this will require additional research into options and 
communicating with and obtaining support from area hunters.  
 
Recommendation: 
 
The Department recommends closing the Fennville Farm Unit of the Allegan State Game Area, 
Allegan County to goose hunting from October 12 to November 9, 2012.  The remaining 63 days 
of the season would remain open.   

A P P R O V E D 
______________________,20____ 

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 
_____________________________ 

(ASSISTANT TO THE COMMISSION) 
 



  

This order was submitted for information on September 13, 2012, at the Natural Resources 
Commission Meeting.  This item appeared on the Department’s August calendar and may be 
eligible for approval on October 11, 2012.   
 
 
 
Russ Mason, Ph.D., Chief    Gary Hagler, Chief 
Wildlife Division     Law Enforcement Division 
 
 
 
Bill O'Neill, Chief     Ronald A. Olson, Chief 
Forest Resources Division    Parks and Recreation Division 
 
 
 
James Dexter, Chief     William E. Moritz, Ph.D. 
Fisheries Division     Natural Resources Deputy 
 
 
I have analyzed and discussed these recommendations with staff and concur as to matters over 
which the Director has authority.   
 
 
___________________________  ____________________ 
Keith Creagh, Director  Date  



  

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION ORDER 
 

Amendment No. 14 or 2012 
 
By authority conferred on the Natural Resources Commission and the Director of the Department of Natural 
Resources by sections 40107 and 40113a of 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.40107 and 324.40113a, it is ordered that 
effective October 12, 2012, the following section(s) of the Wildlife Conservation Order shall read as follows: 
 

3.415 Migratory birds open seasons, possession limit defined, exceptions 
Sec. 3.415.  The migratory bird possession limit shall be twice the daily limit except that the possession limit for 

blue, snow, and Ross’ geese shall be three times the daily limit. The migratory bird hunting open seasons and 
exceptions are as shown in table 10: 

TABLE 10 

Migratory Bird Open Seasons 

 Season and Species Zone or Management Unit Open Season 
Ducks North Zone September 22 to November 16 and 

November 22 to November 25  

  Middle Zone September 29 to November 25 and 
December 15 to December 16 

  South Zone October 6 to November 30 and 
December 29 to January 1, 2013 

Merganser   Same dates as ducks in the respective 
zones 

Coots and Moorhens   Same dates as ducks in the respective 
zones 

Canada Goose (regular season) North Zone September 22 to December 22 

  Middle Zone September 29 to December 29 

  South Zone, excluding GMUs 
listed below in the table 

September 22 to September 23, 
October 6 to November 30 and 
December 29 to January 1, 2013 

  Tuscola/Huron GMU September 22 to September 25 and 
October 6 to January 1, 2013  

  Saginaw County GMU September 22 to September 25 and 
October 6 to January 1, 2013  

  Allegan County GMU October 6 to November 25, December 
8 to December 23 and December 29 to 
January 22, 2013. Exception: the 
Fennville farm unit as described in 
section 13.11 is closed October 12 to 
November 9. 

  Muskegon W.W. GMU October 9 to November 13 and 
December 1 to December 23 

Canada Goose (special late season) Southern Michigan Goose 
Management Unit as defined in 
section 12.700 of this order  

January 12 to February 10, 2013 



  

Snow and Ross’ Geese  Statewide Same dates as regular and late Canada 
goose seasons in the respective zones 
and GMUs 

Brant and White-fronted Geese North Zone September 22 – December 18 

 Middle Zone September 29 – December 25 

 South Zone October 6 to November 30, December 
29 to January 1, 2013 and January 12 
to January 31, 2013 

 
 
Issued on this 11th day of October, 2012.   
 
Approved as to matters over which the Natural Resources Commission has authority. 
 
 
 
      Timothy L. Nichols, Chairman 
      Natural Resources Commission 
 
 
Approved as to matters over which the Director has authority. 
 
 
 
      Keith Creagh 
      Director 
 


