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(ASSISTANT TO THE COMMISSION) 

MEMORANDUM TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 

Subject: Use of Bait in Taking Deer in Iosco County 
Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No. 17 of2013 

Authority: 

The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 P A 451, as amended, authorizes 
the Director and the Commission to issue orders to manage wild animals in this state. 

Discussion and Background: 

In April2013, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) accredited Iosco County as 
bovine tuberculosis (bTB) free based on absence of the disease in cattle. The disease is 
transmitted by respiratory secretions between infected and uninfected animals. This can be 
achieved through nose-to-nose contact or by the inhalation of aerosol droplets that have been 
exhaled by an infected animal. Animals may also become infected by ingesting the bacteria. 
This can occur by eating bait that has been contaminated by infected animals. 

As part of Michigan's strategy to eliminate bTB in deer, and because cases ofbTB continue to be 
found in deer in these areas with regularity, using bait to aid in taking deer is illegal in Alcona, 
Alpena, Montmorency, and Oscoda Counties and within the townships of Oscoda, Plainfield, 
Wilber, Au Sable, and Baldwin in Iosco County. However, because all oflosco County is now 
accredited as bTB free for cattle, to facilitate concurrence with USDA's classification, the 
Department recommends removing the townships from the list of places where baiting is 
prohibited. The Department further recommends that baiting continue to be prohibited in 
Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Oscoda as these counties are considered by the USDA to 
have the highest risk ofbTB transmission 
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Recommendation: 

This order was submitted for information on August 8, 2013, at the Natural Resources 
Commission Meeting. This item appeared on the Department's July 2013 calendar and may be 
eligible for approval on September 12, 2013. 

/l;w.f~,__, 
Russ Mason, Ph.D. , Chief 
Wildlife Division 

Bill O'Neill, Chief 
Forest Resources Division 

4-0 
James Dexter, Chi f 
Fisheries Division 

jf:or: 

Gary Hagler, Chief 
La Enforcement Division 

onald A. Olson, Chief 
Parks and Recreation Division 

C/41~ 
William E. Moritz, Ph.D. 
Natural Resources Deputy 

I have analyzed and discussed these recommendations with staff and concur as to matters over 
which the Director has authority. 

Keith Creagh, Director Date 



WILDLIFE CONSERVATION ORDER 

Amendment No. 17 of2013 

By authority conferred on the Natural Resources Commission and the Director of the Department ofNatural 
Resources by sections 40 I 07 and 40 113a of 1994 PA 451 , MCL 324.40 I 07 and 324.40 113a, it is ordered that 
effective September 13, 2013 , the following section(s) of the Wildlife Conservation Order shall read as follows : 

3.100 Taking of deer; prohibited fi rearms, "bait" and "baiting" defined, conditions for baiting 
established in certain area(s); unlawful acts. 

Sec. 3.1 00 (1) A person shall not use a rimfrre firearm .22 caliber or smaller for the taking of deer. 

(2) A person shall not pursue, capture, shoot, kill, chase, follow, harass, or harm a deer while the deer is 
swimming in a pond, lake, stream, or other body of water. 

(3) For the purposes of this section and sections 3.100a, and 3.205, "bait" means a substance composed of grains, 
minerals, salt, fruits, vegetables, hay, or any other food materials, whether natural or manufactured, which may lure, 
entice or attract deer. "Bait" does not include the establishment and maintenance of plantings for wildlife, foods 
found scattered solely as the result of normal agricultural planting or harvesting practices, foods available to deer 
through normal agricultural practices of livestock feeding if the area is occupied by livestock actively consuming the 
feed on a daily basis, or standing farm crops under normal agricultural practices. For the purposes of this section, 
"baiting" means to place, deposit, tend, distribute, or scatter bait to aid in the taking of a deer. 

(4) It shall be unlawful for a person to make use of bait to aid in the taking of a deer within Alcona, Alpena, 
Montmorency, and Oscoda counties. 

(5) In remaining portions of Michigan not described in subsection (4), a person may engage in baiting only if all 
of the following conditions apply: 

(a) The baiting occurs only from October 1 to January 1. 

(b) The bait material may be of any food type. 

(c) The bait is scattered directly on the ground by any means, including mechanical spin-cast feeders, provided 
that the spin-cast feeder does not distribute on the ground more than the maximum volume allowed as described in 
subdivision (d) ofthis subsection. "Scattered" means that the bait is dispersed or thrown over a minimum of a 10-
foot by 10-foot or equivalent area so that individual pieces of bait are separated and not placed in piles. The purpose 
of scattering is to mimic natural feeding conditions. 

(d) The volume ofbait used at any I point in time shall not exceed 2 gallons at any I hunting site. 

(e) Subsection (5) shall be rescinded on June 9, 2014. 

(f) Subsection (5) is subject to Section 3.1 OOa (2) of this order. 

(6) It shall be unlawful for a person to make use of bait to aid in the taking of a deer if the bait and baiting does 
not meet all of the conditions specified in subsection (5) unless specifically authorized in the minimum quantity and 
for the minimum time required under the conditions of a permit issued pursuant to chapter V for a scientific research 
project or for the control of deer by a governmental agency. 



Issued on this 12th day of September, 2013. 

Approved as to matters over which the Natural Resources Commission has authority. 

J. R. Richardson, Chairman 
Natural Resources Commission 

Approved as to matters over which the Director has authority. 

Keith Creagh 
Director 


