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(ASSISTANT TO THE COMMISSION) 

MEMORANDUM TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 

Subject: 

Authority: 

Northwest Lower Peninsula Antler Point Restriction 
Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No.9 of2013 

The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended, authorizes 
the Director and the Commission to issue orders to manage wild animals in this state. 

Discussion and Background: 

Antler point restrictions (APRs) are a means by which harvest of bucks (particularly young bucks) can be 
reduced by requiring hunters to only harvest deer with a minimum number of antler points. The 
Department supports the voluntary implementation of APRs on private land. A process developed by the 
Natural Resources Commission (NRC), the Department, and other interested stakeholders allows hunting 
organizations to propose implementation of a mandatory APR in one or more Deer Management Units 
(DMUs). A key component of this process is the requirement for the Department to conduct a survey to 
evaluate support for these regulations among hunters in the proposed area. If the Department has no 
concerns regarding implementation of the APR, implementation by the NRC will be recommended ifthe 
survey achieves at least a 50% response rate and indicates at least 66% of hunters support the proposal. 
Support for APR regulations implemented under this process is to be reevaluated after they are in place 
for five years. 

The Northwest Michigan Branch of the Quality Deer Management Association proposed implementation 
of an APR to require that hunters harvest an antlered deer only if they have at least one antler with three 
or more antler points. A second antlered deer would need to have at least four points on one antler, which 
is consistent with current regulations. The proposed area included Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Emmet, 
Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Lake, Manistee, Mason, Missaukee, Osceola, and Wexford Counties in the 
Northwest Lower Peninsula. The Department mail survey to evaluate support for this proposal achieved 
an 80% response rate and indicated about 69% of hunters supported the APR. In keeping with the APR 
process, the Department recommends the NRC implement the proposed APR beginning with the 2013 
deer hunting season. 
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Recommendation: 

This order was submitted for information on May 9, 2013, at the Natural Resources Commission 
Meeting. This item appeared on the Department's April2013 calendar and may be eligible for 
approval on June 13, 2013. 
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Russ Mason, Ph.D., Chief 
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WILDLIFE CONSERVATION ORDER 

Amendment No. 9 of 2013 

By authority conferred on the Natural Resources Commission and the Director of the Department ofNatural 
Resources by sections 40107 and 40 113a of 1994 PA 451 , MCL 324.40107 and 324.40 113a, it is ordered that 
effective June 14, 2013, the following section(s) of the Wildlife Conservation Order shall read as follows: 

3.101i Deer hunting in the northwest Lower Peninsula, antler restriction. 
Sec. 3.101i (1) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this order, except section 3.10 le, in deer management 

units 005, 010,015, 024,028, 040,043,051,053, 057,067, and 083 , a person shall not take an antlered deer unless 
the deer has at least 1 antler with 3 or more antler points each 1 or more inches in length. 

Issued on this 13th day of June 2013 . 

Approved as to matters over which the Natural Resources Commission has authority. 

J. R. Richardson, Chairman 
Natural Resources Commission 

Approved as to matters over which the Director has authority. 

Keith Creagh 
Director 




