Warmwater Resour ces Steering Committee M eeting
September 18, 2012 Conference Call

Attendees: Todd Grischke, Tim Cwalinski, Nick Pdp&fhristian LeSage, Patrick Hanchin
(chair), Mary Bremigan, Mike Holmes, Joe BednaruB®ingey, Dean Molnar, Jim
Felgenauer, Rob Miller, Jim Diana, Will Schultz,dvCusick (for Amy Trotter), Benji Wood

Welcome and Agenda Items

» Hanchin reminded the Committee of conference ¢@juette and noted that the floor will be
opened for each agenda item.

* Hanchin noted that minutes from the June 12, 20&@timg were approved without changes
and have been posted to the internet.

Northern pike and muskellunge regulations process update/discussion

* The discussion at the September 13 Natural Rese@ommission (NRC) went well. There
were a few questions with good responses by Staf.NRC was impressed with the
regulations process that occurred from start tisliinJoe Bednar gave a statement of support
at the NRC meeting and several MMA members wesadtendance at the meeting. One
WRSC member noted that Kregg Smith did very wethwhe presentation and that certain
angler forums are indicating support for the chan@mne commissioner suggested that the
northern pike regulations were too complex. Fisggebivision representatives responded
that according to our survey, the public was okéi & certain level of complexity in the
regulations. Additionally, the variation in northegpike population types necessitates
something other than a “one-size-fits-all” regwdatilt was also noted that the complexity in
regulations provides additional opportunity rattiem limit anglers. It was suggested that a
memo from the WRSC to the NRC may be useful toarghe rationale for some of the
complexity. Hanchin will work with others to devpla memo or other means to
communicate this idea with the NRC. There was sooméusion if the “1 over 24 inch” rule
for no-minimum size limits lakes would be for a ssdd of lakes within that regulation or all
no-MSL lakes. The regulation for all no-MSL lakesl e a possession limit of 5 fish of
which no more than 1 fish can be greater than 2das. Clarification was requested on the
timeline for signing the regulations. The regulatiavent for information at the September
NRC meeting and will be presented for action (sighiat the October NRC meeting. If
signed, they will be implemented in April of 20D80TE: Several WRSC members have
been contacted by the press for their opinionsendgulations and they are certainly free to
express their opinions at this point.

» Hanchin apprised the Committee of a resolutionheyWestern Upper Peninsula Citizen
Advisory Council to the Director of the DNR recommdéng that the Michigan-Wisconsin
boundary waters be opened to muskellunge spedrirgglocal management units of the
WDNR and MDNR did not support the proposal andange in the regulations for only one
state would be problematic from a law enforcem&mdpoint. The Northern Lake Michigan
Management Unit suggested that support must coone Wisconsin before the issue is
considered.

» Hanchin mentioned the regulations process thatbetjin next spring as managers meet with
their constituents about potential regulation ctesngd he Chief suggested that lower/higher
muskellunge minimum size limits (described in tlegvrEsocid regulations package) and



spearing closures could be considered at that aittegugh regulation changes could be 2+
years down the road depending on our desire teaser the interval between regulation
reviews.

Crossbow regulations asthey relate to bowfishing

* LeSage explained that Fisheries Order 219 will fpgtated to include crossbows as a legal
means of bowfishing. The Bowfishing Associationithigan and Bowfishing Association
of America have taken a neutral stance on thisissu

Smelt regulations

* There was confusion this past spring with the eadyming about smelt regulations.
Regulations were confusing regarding angling foelswersus hand or dip netting. Changes
have been made to clarify the issue for the future.

Betsie River fishing closure

» Although not related to warmwater resources, Hanabpprised the committee of a recent
area closure for the eastern end of Betsie Lake.tDlow water levels and angling activity,
many salmon were being stranded on the mud flattseofiver delta. More information is
available in a press release and on the DNR website

Future discussion of yellow perch possession limits

 The DNR has received letters from the Upper PetanSportsman Alliance (represents
around 40 groups), the Bay de Noc Great Lakes figiurtg Alliance, and Les Cheneaux
area anglers supporting a change in the possdsgsibifor yellow perch. A common theme
is a reduction to 25 fish in combination with otlpanfish species. The issue is gaining
momentum, especially after a recent change in dissgssion limit for yellow perch in Lake
Gogebic. This issue is primarily social as pastymmsof population and creel data have
shown that angler harvest is generally not havingféect on yellow perch populations in
most areas. Fisheries Division has internally itigased this issue twice over the past
decade and it was not supported by biologists eftime. Hanchin suggested that
representatives take this issue back to their odsjgegroups so that we can discuss it in
more detail at the December meeting. We will disdntand and Great Lakes populations
and will try to separate social issues from biotagissues as much as possible. It was noted
that this is a perceived issue in the Bays de Nmabise of angling of spawning yellow perch
as well as some inland populations.

WRSC structure and limits on representation

* Hanchin reminded the group that representatiomigdd to one per organization and one
organization per person. People are always wel@swiests, but in fairness to all members
of the WRSC we have to have limitations. Pleasg¢amrChair Hanchin with any changes to
the representation of your group.

Selection of alternated for representation

» This issue came up at the Coldwater Resourcesiiggeommittee. The opinion of the
WRSC Chair is that groups were selected for the iGittee because the Department is
interested in the opinion of that group. Each grselects their representative and can also



select alternates. However, individuals or indeemhdnembers of the WRSC were selected
for their experience and respective opinions aedat afforded the same freedom in
selecting their own alternates to serve in theseale.

Annual meeting schedule

* Hanchin reminded the Committee that the annual imgeethedule will be set at the
December meeting. The goal is to have face-to4faeetings in June and December (with
call-in option), with September and March helddonference calls. We will not meet if
there are not sufficient agenda items to warraneating as we don’t want to waste people’s
time and money. Hanchin will send an email aroumattty regarding a date for the

December meeting.



