
 

 

Western Upper Peninsula Citizen Advisory Council 
Meeting Minutes  

Monday, January 11, 2010 
Ford Center, 21030 US 41, Alberta (L’Anse), Michigan  

6:30-8:30 p.m. EST (5:30-7:30 CST)  
 
Council Members Present: 
David Anderson 
Robert Black  
Donald Britton 
Marcy Cella 
Floyd Dropps 
Shawn Hagan 
Fred “Mick” Jarvi 
Lorana Jinkerson 
David Johnson 
Martin Johnson 
George Lindquist  
Rory Mattson 
G. Dale McNamee 
Chauncey Moran 
James Schmierer 
Robert “Skip” Schulz 
Warren Suchovsky 
Philip Wirtanen 
 
Council Members Absent: 
Tony Kakuk 
Dennis Stachewicz, Jr. 
 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Staff Present: 
Stacy Welling, Upper Peninsula (UP) Field Deputy, Marquette 
Craig Albright, Wildlife Division, Escanaba 
Debbie Begalle, Forest, Mineral and Fire Management (FMFM), Marquette 
Rich Hill, Parks and Recreation, Marquette 
Jessica Mistak, Fisheries Division, Marquette 
Lt. Tim Robson, Law Enforcement Division (LED), Marquette 
Penny Bacon, Executive Division, Marquette 
 
The Western Upper Peninsula (WUP) Citizen Advisory Council (CAC) meeting was called to order at 
6:32 p.m. (EST) by Warren Suchovsky.  
 
Warren Suchovsky welcomed Natural Resources Commissioner (NRC) J.R. Richardson; Russ Mason, 
Chief of Wildlife Division; and Mary Dettloff, DNR Public Information Officer. 
 
Adoption of the Agenda:   
Depending on the flow of the meeting, Warren asked Shawn Hagan if his agenda item could be moved to 
a different slot.  Shawn approved.  Dave Johnson added the CAC internal flower policy to new business.  
Marcy Cella made a motion to adopt the agenda as amended.  Motion supported by several members.  
Ayes: 18.  Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Reports: 
Stacy Welling asked the Council to consider Thursday, March 18 versus Monday, March 15 as the joint 
meeting date with the Eastern Upper Peninsula (EUP) CAC.  Kelley Smith, Chief of Fisheries Division 
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and Tribal Coordinator Dennis Knapp would be able to attend the meeting on March 18 to provide 
information on Native American Treaties.   
 
Stacy Welling said the DNR has an Accessibility Access Council.  They are planning a UP Demo Day to 
highlight adaptive hunting and recreation equipment.  The Demo Day may be held on March 13 in 
conjunction with the Escanaba Recreation Show at the UP State Fairgrounds.  Vendors from the 
Midwest will be invited to attend to showcase their adaptable equipment.  Please let Stacy know if 
anyone is interested in helping to plan the Demo Day or showcasing adaptable equipment. 
 
Stacy Welling said the supplemental feeding bill passed.  The authority for baiting and feeding remains 
with the NRC until 2016.   
 
Commissioner J. R. Richardson said the Commission is receiving information from the Council 
meetings and they appreciate their work.  He suggested to the Council to take time at their meetings to 
look at the big picture and have a vision of where they would like to be as a group 4-5 years from now.   
 
Wildlife Division Updates: 
Russ Mason, Wildlife Division Chief said he is the UP visiting media outlets talking about the 2009 deer 
season, wolves, and other wildlife topics.  He will also attend the EUP-CAC meeting in Newberry on 
Wednesday.   
 
Russ Mason said the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has complete jurisdiction on wolves.  The 
wolves have recovered in Michigan.  Everybody agrees Michigan has an excellent wolf management 
plan.  He said they want to manage wolves at the State level. 
 
Where are we in terms of delisting?  The Judge argued delisting along state lines was arbitrary and 
capricious.  The wolves were relisted in three Great Lake states; Minnesota, Michigan, and Wisconsin 
but were not relisted in the Rocky Mountain West states although the same criticism applied.  Wolves are 
very high on the priority list in the western states.  Michigan on the other hand, has a number of high 
priorities; and wolves are not at the top of the priority list.  Citizens can raise awareness with their 
Federal Legislators.  The Legislators need to know from the citizens this is an issue in the UP.   
 
What are we going to do about it?  Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota have lost patience with this 
process.  There are discussions with the Attorney General office in Michigan along with Wisconsin and 
Minnesota as to what legal recourse they have to distance themselves from this controversy and make it 
clear the States are dissatisfied how this is going.   
 
What’s going to happen next?  The USFWS is pursuing an attempt to delist the wolves based on 
genetic boundaries, which may take 1-2 years.  Russ said he doesn’t see this happening anytime soon 
and it may take 3-5 years to delist the wolves.   
 
There isn’t much that can be done about wolves, but some things can be done about bears and coyotes.  
If people want to help, he suggested coyote trapping around deer yards.  Wildlife Division plans to bring 
a proposal to the NRC to take coyotes statewide during the rifle deer season.  
 
Also, Wildlife Division is working more closely with their partners.  They have a partnership with Delta 
County Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation Service trying to increase habitat.  
The habitat workgroup suggested hiring a private lands coordinator.  Wildlife Division is going to fund that 
position as a temporary position.  They are going to re-map the deer yards, map deer use, and look at 
supplemental feeding.  The Upper Peninsula Sportsmen’s Alliance (UPSA) is going to bring a 
supplemental feeding proposal to Russ for his support.  Then the NRC will have the opportunity to 
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consider supplemental feeding on a biological basis peninsula-wide, using the severity index and deer 
goals as indicators.  The State of Michigan believes wolves need to be off the list.  They support the 
Legislators and the laws they pass to allow the taking of wolves killing livestock.  Right now the only 
authority the State has to take wolves is if there is an imminent threat to the safety of humans.   
 
Russ Mason said in 1975, 4 wolves were brought into Michigan.  The four wolves were all dead within 
eight months.  Russ said the wolf population is estimated to be about 550-600 and the wolves are mostly 
in the WUP.  All of these wolves have either been born in Michigan or migrated here. 
 
Rory Mattson asked if an organization filed a lawsuit to get wolves delisted, can this be done by state by 
state; or do all three states need to be included in the lawsuit?  Russ Mason said it would be a lengthy 
and a very expensive process.   
 
Skip Schulz asked if wolves were delisted and under the control of the DNR, would the DNR use wolves 
to shut down recreation and progress in Michigan.  Russ Mason said Michigan has tremendous 
recreation potential.  He said if wolves were removed from the list, they could potentially become a game 
species, they could potentially be hunted.  They would move forward and it wouldn’t shut anything down 
in the State.   
 
Russ Mason said every time a wolf is poached it provides the other side with more ammunition.  This 
will make it harder to get wolves removed from the list.  
 
Dave Anderson asked if the DNR would be willing to re-evaluate the conditions in the WUP and change 
those things it has jurisdiction over.  Of the estimated 550-600 wolves in the UP, Dave guesses 450 
wolves are in Iron, Gogebic and Ontonagon Counties.  He asked if it’s unreasonable to consider 
changing deer regulations to be a bit more restrictive in the deer harvest.  Also, in the absence of doing 
any real good wolf management is it unreasonable to consider better predator hunting.  Russ Mason 
said no; in fact the NRC expressed an interest to start looking at restrictions to change the age structure 
of the deer herd.  The statewide deer management plan will be finalized in two months.  All through that 
plan it’s clear from everyone who participated in the Deer Advisory Team to move in that general 
direction.  Whether that’s a one buck rule or a spike rule, those are some of things that will be decided.  
Russ doesn’t want to make the rules more complicated than they already are.  He added, in partnership 
they have to find the right solution.  Dave Anderson said the level of frustration in Gogebic County is 
extremely high.  He said there is a specific biological issue that needs to be addressed in the west end of 
the UP.  Dave understands regulations can’t be tailored by county but there is a growing problem in the 
WUP that’s going to get a lot worse next year. The WUP should be considered for what it is. 
 
Russ Mason said the only thing he can say in response, is to give us your input.  They will incorporate 
that input in what they do.   
 
Rory Mattson said the UPSA Wildlife Committee is planning six meetings in the UP asking for input on 
habitat, predators and the deer herd and they’ll bring the recommendations to the DNR and NRC.   
 
Skip Schulz asked what happened to the wolf roundtable discussions where different stakeholders were 
brought together to discuss problems and how to solve them.  
 
Russ Mason said they are reconvening the wolf roundtable and the applicants are being vetted now.  
Russ said they should have the ability to manage wolves just like any other wildlife species and to move 
forward responsibly.  Dale McNamee recommended the wolf roundtable operate on a majority this time 
versus consensus otherwise they will go no where.   
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Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes:   
Marcy Cella made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Motion supported by Mick Jarvi.  
Ayes: 18. Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comments: 
Robert Stinson volunteers at a bear registration station in Chassell.  At the station he talks to a lot of 
hunters, who are seeing a lot of bears.  He doesn’t feel the bear population is in trouble or cub bears are 
being taken.  In the three years that he has been volunteering at the check station, there has been only 
one cub bear brought in, which was a road kill. 
 
Dan Loyd, Northwoods Guide Service said there isn’t a shortage of bears, he supports licensing bear 
guides, the guides should be registered and pay a fee for that license.  He also said during his 31 years 
of bear guiding, there was only one cub bear killed by one of his clients. 
 
Nick Lindemann, President of Keweenaw Bay Cutters, National Wild Turkey Federation, said they are 
all about wildlife habitat improvement.  He said if everyone works together, hopefully they will get some 
control on wolves.   
 
Bill Delene said he is a coyote trapper but also catches wolves in his traps.  He believes there are more 
than 500 wolves.  He has 800 acres and there are more wolves than deer on his property.  Mr. Delene 
said if we don’t provide a quality hunting experience, we are going to lose the next generation of hunters.  
We used to import hunters and now we export hunters.   
 
Bryan Reynolds said to Russ Mason, 3-5 years to get wolves delisted won’t cut it.  He said more wolves 
will get shot.  He said people feel like they need to do something otherwise there won’t be anything left to 
hunt.  The DNR needs to do what ever it takes to get the wolf delisted.  If you allow hunters to take a few 
wolves, they will feel like they are doing something.   
 
Tom Roy said the deer population is so low that at his camp they normally have six hunters including 
one hunter from Maryland but this year no one went to camp. 
 
Nancy Warren served on the wolf roundtable and said consensus did work.  Ms. Warren represents the 
Defenders of Wildlife, and said they were not a litigant in the latest lawsuit.  She agrees wolves have 
recovered and Michigan has a great wolf management plan.  Ms. Warren feels that some of the reasons 
why wolves have been kept on the endangered species list are the illegal killings, the push for the 
hunting season, and the current Michigan legislation recently passed that becomes effective upon 
delisting.  She agrees there are a lot of wolves in the WUP but 450 wolves in the WUP, that’s a stretch; it 
may be half of that number.   
 
Shawn Conner thanked Russ Mason and the DNR for the private lands program.   
 
Reports: 
Warren Suchovsky said the Council has a problem with time at the meetings and asked the Council to 
keep their debate with the public at a minimum.  He echoed Commission Richardson and said looking at 
the big picture is very important, things are changing.  The Council needs to decide where they want to 
be at various points in the future.   
 
Council Committee Reports: 
Dave Johnson said the deer subcommittee is very close on bringing a recommendation to the Council 
but the subcommittee needs to meet one more time to come to an agreement.   
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Dave Anderson asked to be included as a member of the deer subcommittee and asked if the 
subcommittee was in a position to make recommendations to possibly be reflected in the regulations 
next year.  Dave shared a white paper for general information on whitetail issues.  Dave said he quit 
hunting this year and he doesn’t plan to buy a Michigan hunting license and his big picture is to have a 
camp in Ontario in the next five years.  He hopes that’s not the case.  He wants to see the resources 
better than he found them.  
 
Commissioner Richardson suggested working together with other groups to come to a consensus.  It’s 
better to have more support for a resolution or recommended change. 
 
Rory Mattson said the deer subcommittee started seven months ago and he felt the subcommittee 
came to an unspoken consensus on baiting and feeding but they felt the habitat issue was too big.  Rory 
said after reviewing the bylaws, it’s his understanding, the committee can make a motion and if there’s 
support for the motion, it’s on the floor.  Rory Mattson made a motion to support the concept of feeding 
and baiting in the UP.  There were a number of seconds including Marty Johnson and Mick Jarvi.  
 
Phil Wirtanen said feeding and baiting are two separate issues.  Marty Johnson said according to 
Roberts Rules of Order he can ask for a role call vote.  He wants each member individually polled and 
reflected in the minutes.  Rory Mattson said he realizes baiting and feeding are two separate issues and 
that’s why he used the word “concept.”  The NRC can decide on the details of feeding and baiting.  Dave 
Johnson said it was his understanding the subcommittee decided baiting was acceptable because over 
70% of the respondents of a DNR survey baited.  The subcommittee was in favor of supplemental 
feeding in the areas where deer were already being fed in the Lake Superior watershed.  Phil Wirtanen 
said his only issue was the wording that the subcommittee was in total support when Phil is not 
particularly supportive of baiting.     
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Dave Anderson – abstained; Bob Black - Aye; Don Britton - Aye; Marcy Cella - Aye; Floyd Dropps - 
Aye; Shawn Hagan - Nay; Mick Jarvi - Aye; Lorana Jinkerson – Abstained; Dave Johnson – Aye; 
Marty Johnson – Aye; George Lindquist – Aye; Rory Mattson – Aye; Dale McNamee – Aye; 
Chauncey Moran – Abstained; Jim Schmierer – Abstained; Skip Schulz – Aye; Warren Suchovsky- 
Aye; Phil Wirtanen – Nay.  Tony Kakuk and Dennis Stachewicz – Absent.  Ayes: 12.  Nays: 2. 
Abstained: 4.   
 
The resolution supporting the concept of feeding and baiting in the UP did not pass. The bylaws state in 
Article V- Meetings, Section 5:  Emergency Resolutions: The adoption of emergency resolutions, those 
not sent out (or emailed) seven (7) days prior to the meeting, shall require the approval of three-fourths 
(3/4) of those present at the meeting for which there is a quorum.   
 
Special Presentations Merger Update – Stacy Welling:  
Executive Order 45 of 2009 combines the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and the DNR, 
creating the Department of Natural Resources and Environment (DNRE). 
 
Goals: 

 As a single department become more efficient and effective.  
 Continue to promote a culture of transparency and problem solving. 
 Become a national leader by adopting an integrated, human health and ecosystem approach to 

environmental and resource management.  
 Preserve Michigan’s outdoor heritage. 
 Facilitate and encourage economic growth in a sustainable manner.  
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The Michigan Natural Resources Commission will be transferred to the new agency and will retain its 
authority to regulate the taking of game and other duties prescribed by current law. 
 
Several Boards & Commissions will be abolished, including the Citizens Committee for Michigan State 
Parks and the Water Resources Advisory Council; with duties transferred to the NRC. 
 
The new agency director will be authorized to create a 7-member Environmental Science Review Board 
(made up of experts in biological sciences, chemistry, ecological science, engineering, geology, physics, 
etc.).  The board will advise the new agency on scientific issues affecting the protection and 
management of Michigan’s environmental and natural resources. 
 
The functions of the existing Snowmobile Advisory Council and Michigan Trailways Advisory Council will 
be consolidated into a new 7-member Michigan Trails Advisory Council focused on the creation, 
development, operation, and maintenance of snowmobile, equestrian, hiking, skiing, and off-road vehicle 
trails, for more effective organization and reduced administrative overhead. 
 
New Executive Order #54 of 2009 - Major changes: 

 Dual membership of one member of each the Department of Agriculture Board and the NRC. 
 Trail Advisory Council changed to Michigan Snowmobile and Trail Advisory – 9 members (at least 

5 members would have to be motorized reps., with at least 3 being snowmobile representatives.)  
 This is not the final report.  The DNRE (Department of Natural Resources and Environment) may 

be divided into the following bureaus: 
 Resource Management 
 Stewardship  
 Environmental Protection 

 Divisions will be reduced from 16 to 9. 
 Administrative, budget, accounting and facility functions will be merged.  

 
On January 17, 2010 at 12:01 a.m. all authorities, laws, etc. will transfer to the DNRE.  The process will 
be fluid!  The forecasted plan will be known, but this will not happen immediately, it will take time to 
implement. 
 
Citizen’s Advisory Council’s will be added throughout the entire State of Michigan.  Three regional 
directors will be added in the Lower Peninsula (based on Lake Basin Boundaries).  Stacy Welling said 
Bruce Rasher complimented the CAC’s in his report to the NRC.  Mr. Rasher specifically talked about the 
November 19 UP Stakeholders meeting. 
 
New Business 
According to the WUP-CAC bylaws, the election of officers is required at the first meeting of the year.  
There are two officers, the facilitator and the co-facilitator, the officers are not term limited, and 
nominations don’t require a second.  The person who receives the most votes will be the elected 
facilitator and the person receiving the second most votes will be the co-facilitator.  Rory Matson made a 
motion to accept the voting process.  Don Britton supported the motion.  Ayes: 18.  Nays: None.  Motion 
carried.  
  
Marty Johnson nominated Dale McNamee and Dave Johnson nominated Warren Suchovsky for 
facilitator.  Marty Johnson made a motion to close the nominations.  Motion supported.  Ayes: 18.  
Nays: None.  Motion carried.   
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Votes were tallied with Warren Suchovsky receiving 10 votes and Dale McNamee received 7 votes.  
There was one spoiled ballot.  Warren Suchovsky was elected as facilitator and Dale McNamee as the 
co-facilitator. 
 
WUP-CAC Internal Policy:  
Dave Johnson doesn’t have a problem donating money for flowers but he doesn’t support the WUP-
CAC internal flower policy.  He said we are here because we are volunteers and we want to be here.  He 
doesn’t feel you should have to pay to play.  It was noted that this is the Council’s policy not a DNR 
policy. 
 
Next Meeting Date, Time and Location: 
The next meeting will be a joint meeting with the EUP-CAC on Thursday, March 18, in Marquette.  The 
location and time will be determined.  Agenda topics will include a discussion on Native American 
Treaties and a brief merger update. 
 
Agenda Items for the Next Meeting: 
At the March joint meeting with the EUP-CAC, Marty Johnson would like one buck tag per person for 
the UP for any season, as an agenda topic. 
 
Rory Mattson will provide a written resolution to the Council prior to the joint meeting for the support of 
the concept of feeding and baiting in the UP.  
 
Phil Wirtanen would like Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission and Tribal representatives 
invited to attend the March joint meeting. 
 
Marcy Cella would like George Madison to provide information on his plan for the new walleye rearing 
ponds at the joint meeting, as the ponds pertain to both the EUP and WUP CAC’s.  
 
Council Members Closing Comments: 
Marty Johnson said his organization is aggressively pursuing the major poaching case on Bays de Noc. 
 
Bob Black agrees with Marcy Cella about asking questions before the meeting to save meeting time.  
But added there will be times when Council members need to ask DNR staff questions that don’t pertain 
to the DNR staff reports.  He also suggested not asking the public for their names unless they are 
providing public comments. 
 
Skip Schulz said they have the biggest trail system in the State.  ATV’s out sell snowmobiles 2-1 but 
ATV’s aren’t recognized on the Trail Board, they get very little money, no grants, and Mi-Trale is not 
allowed to put up additional signs.   
 
George Lindquist announced the MUCC annual UP Region I meeting. The meeting is scheduled for 
Saturday, February 6 at the American Legion in Munising.  Registration is at 9 a.m. and the meeting 
begins at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Rory Mattson announced the UPSA meeting scheduled for Saturday, January 23 beginning at 10 a.m. 
at the Great Lakes Sports and Recreation Club in Escanaba.  The meeting is open to the public. 
 
Don Britton made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion supported by several.   
Ayes: 18.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
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Western Upper Peninsula Citizen’s Advisory Council 
DNR Division Reports 

6:00-6:30 p.m. (EST) 5:00-5:30 p.m. (CST) 
 
Stacy Welling, Upper Peninsula Field Deputy, Executive Division: 
Stacy welcomed Russ Mason, Chief of Wildlife Division, Mary Dettloff, DNR Public Information Officer, 
and Natural Resources Commissioner J. R. Richardson to the meeting. 
 
Tim Melko was not able to attend tonight’s meeting but provided a report from the Office of Land and 
Facilities.  One item not included in his report was the number of crossbow stamps issued this year.  This 
year there were 46,973 crossbow stamps issued.  Also, Debbie Munson Badini was not able to attend 
but she also provided a report. 
 
On January 17, 2010 the Department of Natural Resources will merged with the Department of 
Environmental Quality creating the Department of Natural Resources and Environment (DNRE).   
  
On November 19, Director Humphries and transition tanager Bruce Rasher met with the Eastern and 
Western Citizen Advisory Council members.  In the draft merger plan, the citizen advisory council’s will 
be expanded statewide.  Stacy said that says a lot about the work the Council’s are doing.  
 
Merger Update: The following information is ONLY in draft form, it may be altered before any final form is 
submitted.  This information was provided to the Governor’s office and the final form is expected to be 
released January 17, 2010.  
 
MERGER - Executive Order 2009-45: 

• The Michigan Natural Resources Commission will be transferred to the new agency and will 
retain its authority to regulate the taking of game and other duties prescribed by current law. 

• The new agency director will be authorized to create a 7-member Environmental Science 
Review Board: (made up of experts in biological sciences, chemistry, ecological science, 
engineering, geology, physics, etc.) 

• Several Boards and Commissions will be abolished, including the Citizens Committee for 
Michigan State Parks and the Water Resources Advisory Council with duties transferred to the 
NRC. 

• Trails Advisory Council: Consolidate the functions of the existing Snowmobile Advisory Council 
and Michigan Trailways Advisory Council into a new 7-member Michigan Trails Advisory Council 
focused on the creation, development, operation, and maintenance of snowmobile, equestrian, 
hiking, skiing, and off-road vehicle trails, for more effective organization and reduced 
administrative overhead. 

• Department of Agriculture:  Maintain the Department of Agriculture as a separate principal 
department.  As with the DNRE, the Director of the Department of Agriculture would head the 
Department of Agriculture and any future vacancy in that office would be filled by the Governor 
with the advice and consent of the Michigan Senate.  

• The Director would be directly accountable to a statewide elected official.  The Commission of 
Agriculture would continue perform other functions in an unchanged manner. (FYI- UP 
Department of Agriculture offices will close). 

• To achieve additional administrative efficiencies within the Department of Agriculture, the 
Agricultural Preservation Fund Board, the Michigan Family Farm Development Authority, and the 
Pesticide Advisory Committee would be abolished. 

Outcomes: 
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1. Become a national leader by adopting an integrated, human health and ecosystem approach 
to environmental and resource management.  

2. Preserve Michigan’s outdoor heritage. 
3. Provide quality and accessible outdoor recreation. 
4. As a single department, become more effective and efficient. 
5. Promote a culture of transparency and problem solving. 
6. Facilitate and encourage economic growth in a sustainable manner.  

Timeline: 
Phase 1: High level redesign  Core Team  Oct. 19-November 2 
Phase 2: High level re-engineering Expanded Team   November 2-25 
Phase 3: Report to the Governor Core Team  Nov. 25-December 23 
Phase 4: Implementation  DNRE Director Jan. 17-Dec. 31, 2010 
NEW Executive Order #5: Significant Changes: 
Many changes with Department of Agriculture: 

• NRC Role re-emphasis: A member of the NRC would also serve on the AG Board and a 
member of the AG Board would serve on the NRC.  

• Trails Advisory Council: Change from Executive Order #45, where as the Trail Advisory 
Committee would be called the “Michigan Snowmobile and Trail Advisory Council” and would 
have 9 members (two additional).  At least 5 members would be from motorized trail individuals, 
with a minimum of 3 snowmobile representatives.  

UP Stakeholders Meeting of November 19, 2009: 
The meeting included Upper Peninsula Stakeholders from approximately 50 organizations, including 
members of the Eastern and Western UP Citizen’s Advisory Councils, Natural Resources 
Commissioners Madigan and Richardson, along with supervisors from the DNR and DEQ of the UP, 
Director Rebecca Humphries and Transition Manager Bruce Rasher.  Bruce and the Director were very 
impressed with the work of the UP-CAC’s.   
December Draft Update:  

• Bruce has met with over 142 stakeholder groups, more than 50 stakeholders outside the 
departments, 6 former DNR/DEQ directors and received comments/suggestions from more than 
300 employees. 

• He is looking at adopting a model based on natural systems vs. geopolitical boundaries.  After 
vigorous and intellectual discussions, Bruce is considering the DNR’s Fisheries Division concept 
of Lake Basin management.  The new DNRE would be divided into four lake basins or regions:  
Lake Erie – SE MI; Lake Huron – NE MI; Lake Michigan – W MI; and Lake Superior – UP.   

• Building on the lake basin model and moving decisions closer to citizens, resources and resource 
users, a regional director for each region would coordinate and create collaboration across 
units/divisions to accomplish the first outcome of the transition plan.   

• Regional directors would play a significant role in policy making, helping establish budgets and 
would be involved with interacting with citizens.  The regional directors would report to the DNRE 
director in a planning, coordinating, and communication model. 

• Each region will have at least one citizens’ advisory council, and the regional directors would be 
empowered to make decisions and held accountable for working across divisions.  This matrix will 
work because expectations and leadership will be delivered from the director. 

• Regional directors will not supervise or control budgets.  Processes will be reengineered so all 
regions will use the same processes.  The framework for success will be set and articulated by 
the DNRE director. 

• The other chunk of this matrix organization includes three units in which divisions will be housed, 
centrally managed in Lansing, overseen by deputy directors who will work closely with the 
regional directors in planning, coordinating and communicating.  The regional directors, deputy 
directors and division chiefs will work as a team in driving policy and overall strategy.  The three 
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units (areas of focus) he’s considering are resource management, stewardship and 
environmental protection.  He emphasized that this is still in process and a moving target. 

• The new DNRE needs to take a look at how permitting processes will be done…Bruce indicated 
he had an idea but he said it’s important for the new DNRE to determine how best to do this.  

• Creating the new DNRE is creating opportunities to do things differently.   
• Bruce told the group that sources and uses of funding will be included in the document, and he’s 

thinking that the DNRE needs to issue annual reports, including audited financial statements.  He 
also said that there will be nothing in this report that even hints at cutting any environmental 
corners. 

• Regional model/plan will create mission statement or goals (or vision statements) for each region 
that staff can look at and see where their decisions fit.  He also said that he wouldn’t want the 
department criticized for not listening to what people had to say, realizing that it is impossible to 
please 100 percent of the people but the department needs to provide an opportunity for 
everyone to have a voice. 

• “The DNRE would be the sustainability voice at the table with business.” 
AGAIN, THESE ARE DRAFT AT THIS POINT!  
 
Jessica Mistak, Fisheries Division, Senior Fisheries Biologist: 
Walleye: 

• Northern Lake Michigan Walleye Management Plan - Management Biologists continue to work on 
the draft plan.  Jessica was told today that the completed plan may not be done until mid-
February.  The slight delay should not affect walleye management in the WUP.  There will also be 
public meetings to present the walleye management plan for public comment in addition to the 
CAC members providing comments. 

• Status of the State of Michigan's walleye stocking program - Fisheries Division’s Management 
Team met recently to discuss the status of VHS throughout the state and the status of on-going 
research that is targeting rapid testing techniques to determine if fish are carrying this disease.  
The Division's walleye committee and hatchery staff provided a detailed issue statement to the 
Management Team with all pertinent information regarding the latest developments (or lack of) in 
disease distribution, testing methods, and egg disinfection study results.  A review of the previous 
two years of reduced walleye egg take results and VHS protocols was also provided.  The work 
group also described a draft risk assessment evaluation for Management Units to assess all 
waters that have not been stocked in recent years. 

 
The Division Management Team remains very cautious about the potential ramifications to fisheries 
resources around the state if VHS becomes active, or is spread by our own actions.  However, the Team 
is also very aware of the distinct management need to begin stocking efforts throughout the state on 
those waters that have not been stocked for several years and rely on stocking to maintain those 
fisheries. 
 

For the 2010 rearing cycle for walleye the following decisions were made:  
1. The same broodstock sources that have were last year will be utilized this year (Muskegon River 

and Little Bay de Noc). 
2. February pre-spawn sampling for VHS will occur and all adults spawned at each location used for 

egg takes will be tested for VHS. 
3. Thompson State Fish Hatchery and a small remote facility operated by the Mason County 

Sportsfisherman will be utilized for egg incubation.  Eggs will also be provided to the Nunn's 
Creek Tribal hatchery.  These sites effectively limit production to less than 7 million fry.   

4. Additional VHS testing will be conducted when fry hatch and after the fry have been in rearing 
ponds for a short period.   
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5. Waters approved for stocking include only those waters that have been stocked in 2007 and 
2008.   

6. Units will conduct a risk analysis of all other un-stocked waters. 
7. The Division Management Team may allow up to 3 additional (new) waters to be stocked in the 

state in 2010 to start ramping up where they stock as we cautiously explore this disease and 
where we stock. 

8. Breakthroughs in testing technologies, if they occur, may provide opportunities to further expand 
the program in the future.   

 
This last item, number 8, is totally critical to our management needs.  One of our biggest fears is that 
VHS-free fry become infected once they are stocked into a pond.  Our current testing requires 30 days to 
receive results.  Current research is directed at a one day turnaround for results, which would make a 
huge difference.  Because walleye must be reared in a pond environment for 4-6 weeks, there is not 
enough time available to conduct testing on fry that can be caught in the pond after they have been in 
the pond for at least several days.  This puts us up against a wall in many instances where fingerlings 
may run out of food in ponds while we are still waiting for test results. 
 
The Division will have an updated white paper on this issue available in March or early April.  It will be 
posted on the DNR internet and provide much more background information.  Please be assured that we 
are doing everything we possibly can for this program and have every intention of returning to a full 
program at the earliest opportunity.    
 
Stocking Prescriptions: 
6-year fish stocking prescriptions are being developed for waters where the current stocking windows are 
expiring and to reinitiate some prescriptions for walleye stocking that were on hold due to VHS concerns.   
Surveys and Reports: 

• South Lake at Groveland- Staff are investigating the cause of lower than expected water levels 
• As typical during this time of year, fisheries personnel are busy entering survey data, analyzing 

the results of lake and stream surveys conducted during warmer months, and winterizing and 
repairing equipment. 

• Lake Gogebic- A creel census will take place this winter to better understanding ice fishing 
pressure in the context of current fishing regulations. 

 
The lake trout bag limit increase in Lake Superior was approved at the January 7, 2010 NRC meeting. 
 
Lake Superior anglers have recently requested an increase in the possession limit for lake trout.  They 
have correctly observed that in recent years, the actual lake trout harvest has been well below the 
harvest quotas established in portions of the 1836 Treaty waters.  Total hours of recreational fishing in 
Lake Superior have been declining significantly in the past four years.  In contrast to other Great Lakes, 
Lake Superior lake trout populations are generally stable and healthy and considered to be fully 
recovered.  A review of all management units in Lake Superior indicated that several eastern units (MI-4, 
MI-5, MI-6, MI-7, and MI-8) could sustain a healthy lake trout population and not exceed current Consent 
Decree quotas if the possession limit was increased to five fish.  In fact, even with the increased 
possession limit, estimated harvest is believed to be well below quota levels in those units.  However, the 
three western management units (MI-1, MI-2, and MI-3) will remain at a daily bag limit of three fish, which 
represents no change to current bag limit regulations.  This modeling exercise assumed that no large 
increase in angler participation would occur.  Continued creel monitoring will be necessary to make sure 
this assumption is not violated, and appropriate modifications of this regulation will be employed if 
needed. 
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This recommendation has the support of the Lake Superior basin team and several local sport fishing 
groups have indicated their support for this proposal.  Law enforcement personnel have reviewed this 
proposal and are supportive of this change. 
 
Trout streams, type 5, 6 and 7 were rolled into gear restricted streams.  Fisheries Division is asking for 
public comment on additional waters to nominate for the gear restricted streams.  By statue, they’re 
allowed up to 212 miles.   
 
Craig Albright, Wildlife Division, Wildlife Biologist: 

• Deer numbers were down significantly in the WUP this year, and hunters have been sharing their 
concerns with us.  Deer numbers have been impacted by two difficult winters, a decline in winter 
habitat quality (both food and cover components), predation, and several other factors. 

• As of mid-December, 353 camps had responded to the WUP deer camp survey.  Most statistics 
point to a firearm season that was the second worst in the 16 years we have been conducting this 
survey.     

• The percentage of hunters killing a buck dropped from 30% in 2008 to 21% in 2009.  
• Deer seen per hunter day declined from 3.2 in 2008 to 1.9 in 2009. 
• The percentage of camps rating the season as “Poor” increased from 36% in 2008 to 65% in 

2009. 
• Like last year, fawn recruitment was again poor at 47 fawns observed per 100 does. 
• Coyotes and gray wolves were observed at a higher rate (per 100 days of hunting) than in 

previous years. 
• Full survey results will be mailed to participants later this month. 
• Wildlife staff is continuing efforts to update maps of winter deer distribution through air and 

ground surveys.  These updated distribution maps will be used to target areas for deer range 
improvement and possibly acquisition.   

• The 2010 winter wolf survey is underway to estimate population size and distribution.  Wolves 
remain on the federal list of endangered species, but work continues to have them de-listed.  The 
Michigan DNR strongly believes wolves are fully recovered in this state, and we desire their 
removal from the endangered species list as soon as possible so we can assume management of 
this species. 

• A study of the impacts of predation, winter weather, and habitat on deer survival is entering its 
second year in the south-central U.P.  Winter field work includes capturing pregnant does, 
necropsy of road-killed deer, visitation of bear dens to exchange radio-collars, and monitoring 
survival/cause of death of currently-marked deer and predators. 

• The department is in the process of contacting known hunting guides about a new permit 
requirement that will go into effect in 2010.  The 2010 “registration” will be a free use permit for 
their activities on state land.  Following public input, criteria and a fee structure will be developed 
for guiding on state land in 2011. 

• They have a pilot project to work on private land habitat.  In the south central UP, they are 
partnering with the Delta County Conservation District, which Rory Mattson is part of, and the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service through a partnership to reach out to more private 
landowners to help them manage their land for deer and other wildlife. 

 
Rory Mattson thanked the Council for supporting the pilot program to work on habitat.  He also thanked 
Commissioner Richardson and Russ Mason.  He said they have a three year pilot project to work on 
habitat in the south central UP.  Shawn Cannon has been hired to work on the program.  Rory also 
thanked Mark Sargent, Bob Doepker and Craig Albright who were very important in this project. 
 
Debbie Begalle, Forest Mineral and Fire Management Division, WUP District Supervisor: 
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• Snowmobile trail #14 (L'Anse to Anderson's corner on the Yellow Dog plains) is closed until mid 
January due to logging by Plum Creek. 

• The appellate court issued their written decision in favor of the State of Michigan in the 
Leukuma/Kiillunen/Miller lawsuit.  This is regarding the State owned railroad grade being blocked 
by adjacent landowners between Houghton and Chassell. 

• Snowmobile trails are open and being groomed by the clubs. 
• Ski trail parking lots are being plowed by the Department but no grooming is taking place except 

at Blueberry Ridge.  They received donations to groom Anderson trail. 
• Crystal Falls completed a major project at Groveland Mine in Dickinson County, 3 new boating 

access sites were installed on some heavily used fishing lakes which did not previously have 
good access. 

• Bill Brondyke Unit Manager at Gwinn retired after 37 years of service.  Bill was the Unit Manager 
at Gwinn for nearly 25 years.  Eric Thompson, Unit Manager at Escanaba is acting until the 
position is filled. 

 
Lt. Timothy Robson, Law Enforcement Division (LED), District 1 Supervisor: 

• FMFM bought LED sound meters for snowmobile sound enforcement.  LED is doing dedicated 
patrols in problem areas.  

• Captain Tom Courchaine retired last week and started his new position as the Iron County 
Undersheriff today.  Lt. Dan Hopkins in Gaylord is the acting statewide field coordinator for LED. 

• CO Mark Leadman worked a complaint involving a subject shooting turkeys out of the window of 
a residence within the safety zone of his neighbor.  When interviewed by CO Leadman, the 
subject denied the incident occurred until his wife revealed he shot two of the turkeys, because 
they were a nuisance, which led to a full confession.  Enforcement action was taken for several 
violations, including seizure of the subject’s shotgun.  In addition, the subject confessed to taking 
a buck out of the same window at night two years ago.   

• CO Dave Painter stopped to check a tent camp in remote Iron County.  An odor of marijuana was 
noted which led to two baggies of marijuana along with illegal prescription pills being seized.  
Enforcement action was taken. 

• CO Jason Wicklund responded to a 911 call from a hunter who had fallen from a tree stand.  The 
CO was quickly able to locate the individual and assist the paramedics and search and rescue 
with the recovery.  The hunter sustained two broken legs in the fall due to a faulty safety harness. 

• CO Jason Niemi and Sgt. Pete Wright contacted a subject hunting at a location with a very large 
amount of bait.  The subject stated he didn’t place the bait but that a couple of odd persons had 
showed up at daylight and tossed it out to mess with him.  When asked to explain the empty bait 
bags in his truck, he explained that he had picked up their litter.  He finally confessed that it was 
his bait and produced 10 different resident kill tags that he had purchased using his Michigan ID 
card.  His problems were further enhanced when the COs discovered that he was an Illinois 
resident.  Enforcement action was taken.  

• Several ORV’s, vehicles (trucks), and snowmobiles have already gone through the ice this year. 
• Private Citizens are now donating money to the states wolf poaching reward program to help 

assist with the prosecution of people that kill wolves. A statement from one of the people donating 
money…”not everybody in the U.P. hates wolves “… just a few hunters that cannot get a deer 
and have to blame something other than their lack of skill….”  

 
Richard Hill, Parks and Recreation Division, District Supervisor: 

• The District major maintenance crews are building new skid piers and vault toilets in preparation 
for the upcoming construction season.   

• The District construction crews had a meeting in December to outline the 2010 construction 
schedule.  In addition to a variety of ramp replacements, they have scheduled the construction of 
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the new launch on Deer Lake in Marquette County to begin in June.  After completion of Deer 
Lake they hope to start a major road improvement project to Goose Lake in Marquette County. 

• Initial planning has started to design the paving of launches at Thousand Island, Bergland, Duck 
Lake and Ford River. 

• The ski hill at the Porkies is open for the season.  Even though they have had good snow, use at 
the hill is currently down approximately 25% as compared to recent years. 

• Final design, contract administration, and award has begun for a new fishing pier at Fort Wilkins 
State Park. 

• The status of the Recreation Passport Legislation, a fee replacement of a $10 license plate fee 
instead of the current Motor Vehicle Permit requirement, is currently in the house.  There has 
been some discussion; further movement had been postponed until after the holidays 

• Camping reservations can be made six months in advance.  At the end of December camping 
reservations were up 3% from last year; motor vehicle permit sales were up approximately 5%; 
harbor reservations were up 8%. 

 
DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Debbie Munson Badini, UP Communications Representative: 

• With the upcoming DNR/DEQ merger, you can expect to see a new DNRE Web page rolled out 
on January 17.  As we continue to update our Web site to reflect the merger, please let us know 
how we can make the site easier to navigate and what information you would like to see included. 

• Thank you to the CAC members who have been sending me copies of DNR/natural resource 
stories from your local newspapers, this has been very helpful! Since many community 
newspapers are not available online, please feel free to send copies of articles, letters to the 
editor, etc., covering DNR issues to me, or just let me know a relevant story ran so I can contact 
the paper and request a copy. You can mail copies to me at: Marquette OSC, 1990 US Hwy 41 S, 
Marquette, 49855 

• Have you checked out the DNR's Facebook site? Go online to www.facebook.com/midnr to see 
what kinds of questions and comments are being posted by our 2,500 Fans from around the 
state. The DNR's Facebook page is open to the public, which means you don't need a Facebook 
account to access the page. If you have questions, call me at 906-226-1352 or email me at 
munsonbadinid@michigan.gov. 

 
Tim Melko, Facilities, Office of Land and Facilities, Operations, and Support Division, 
Administrative Area Manager: 

• License sales information from this year show a 29% increase in single rifle tags compared to 
2007 the last full year under the original combo tag rules.  Over the same period there has been a 
21% decrease in combo license sales.  Archery license sales had a 32% increase as well.  

• Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Acquisition Projects recommended for funding in the UP: 
o DNR-Forest, Mineral and Fire Management Division, Menominee River Oxbow 

Acquisition (Menominee County), $1.5 million.  These funds would be used to acquire 
1,265 acres of land surrounded by the Escanaba River State Forest and Menominee 
River, including five miles of river frontage, unique hardwood species, rolling upland 
forest, and oxbow and excellent wildlife habitat. 

o DNR-Wildlife Division, Huron Mountains Deeryard Complex (Marquette County), 
$750,000.  These funds would be used to acquire a contiguous 1,280-acre parcel in 
northwest Marquette County within the Huron Mountains deeryard complex. 

o DNR-Executive Office, Upper Peninsula Eco-Regional Land Consolidation, 
$500,000.  These funds would be used to acquire various properties within the Upper 
Peninsula eco-region to improve DNR ownership by eliminating in-holdings within state 
project areas, protecting critical resources and habitat with an emphasis on winter deer 
habitat and providing public access. 
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• Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 2009 Recommendations for the UP: 
o L’Anse Area Schools (Baraga County), L’Anse Area Schools Village Park, $440,000.  

This project would develop a nature trail, community and native species gardens, 
relocation and modernization of existing sports fields and equipment. 

o Watersmeet Township (Gogebic County), Central Agonikak National Recreation 
Trail Enhancement, $240,000.  This project would develop a 2.29 mile section of the 
Agonikak National Recreation Trail in the Sylvania Wilderness as part of a 40-mile trail 
system linking Michigan and the Land O’ Lakes region in Wisconsin. 

o City of Negaunee (Marquette County), Pennies for the Park at Miners Park, $75,000.  
The project entails construction of a pavilion and restroom at Miners Park. 

o Village of Baraga (Baraga County), Marina Boardwalk and Boat Launch, $50,000.  
This project includes construction of a boardwalk adjacent to the existing marina walkway, 
a launch ramp and skid pier and a picnic area. 

o City of Sault Ste. Marie (Chippewa County), Sherman Park Picnic Shelter 
Development, $42,200.  These funds would be used to develop an open-air picnic shelter 
and four picnic tables at the existing beach at Sherman Park. 

o Republic Township (Marquette County), School Lake Fishing Access, $26,000. This 
project includes development of parking, a pathway, boardwalks and a floating fishing 
pier.  The pathway will form part of the connection of the Iron Ore Heritage Trail. 

o Iron Ore Heritage Recreation Authority (Marquette County), Iron Ore Heritage Trail 
Interpretative Signage, $15,000.  The funds would be utilized for interpretative signs for 
the Iron Ore Heritage Trail System. 

 


