
Western Upper Peninsula Citizen Advisory Council 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 19, 2010 
Negaunee Senior Center, 410 Jackson Street, Negaunee, Michigan 

6:30-8:30 p.m. EDT (5:30-7:30 CDT) 
 
Council Members Present: 
David Anderson 
Robert Black 
Donald Britton 
Marcy Cella 
Floyd Dropps 
Shawn Hagan 
Lorana Jinkerson 
David Johnson 
George Lindquist  
Rory Mattson 
G. Dale McNamee 
Chauncey Moran 
James Schmierer 
Robert “Skip” Schulz  
Dennis Stachewicz, Jr  
Warren Suchovsky 
Philip Wirtanen 
 
Council Members Absent: 
Fred “Mick” Jarvi 
Martin Johnson  
Anthony Kakuk 
 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment (DNRE) Staff Liaisons: 
Stacy Welling, Upper Peninsula (UP) Regional Director, Marquette 
Craig Albright, Wildlife Division, Escanaba 
Debbie Munson Badini, Communications Representative, Marquette 
Debbie Begalle, Forest Management Division (FMD), Marquette 
Brian Brady, Air Quality Division, Gwinn 
Don DeGrand, Water Bureau, Gwinn 
Clif Clark, Remediation and Redevelopment Division, Gwinn 
Cary Gustafson, Land & Water Management, Crystal Falls 
Rich Hill, Recreation Division, Marquette 
Joe Maki, Office of Geological Survey, Gwinn 
Tim Melko, Administration, Marquette 
Jessica Mistak, Fisheries Division, Marquette 
Sgt. Pete Wright, Law Enforcement Division (LED), Ishpeming 
Penny Bacon, Executive Division, Marquette 
 
The Western Upper Peninsula (WUP) Citizen Advisory Council (CAC) meeting was called to 
order at 6:25 p.m. (EDT) by Facilitator Warren Suchovsky.  Stacy Welling, UP Regional 
Director introduced DNRE Director Rebecca Humphries, Mindy Koch, DNRE Resource 
Management Deputy Director, Ann Jousma Miller from the Governor’s office, and 
Representative Steve Lindberg.  Warren thanked the folks from the Iron Ore Heritage Trail for 
the tour of the trail. 
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Adoption of the Agenda:  
Marcy Cella made a motion to adopt the agenda as amended.  Bob Black supported the 
motion.  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.   
 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes:   
Don Britton made a motion to approve the May 17, 2010 meeting minutes as amended.  
Motion supported by Marcy Cella.  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Gregg Stoll said Michigan isn’t doing enough to get wolves delisted.  Wisconsin and Minnesota 
have filed a petition.  Montana was successful in delisting and had a hunting season. 
 
Al Lewis said he has lost three beagles.  The beagles each weighed about 15 pounds and they 
didn’t have a chance.  Mr. Lewis reported it but he doesn’t have any recourse.  He said Montana 
has the right idea. 
 
Bryan Reynolds said Michigan should quit taking the back seat while other people fight the 
battle in getting the wolves delisted.  He thinks Michigan needs to become more involved in 
getting the wolves delisted.  He would like the CAC to look at a possible license fee increase.  
He also feels there needs to be controls on the any fee increases. 
 
Dave Nelson agrees with the two gentlemen on wolves but doesn’t agree with the license fee 
increase.  He doesn’t think the DNR should get a license fee increase until they cut at the top in 
Lansing and put more forces on the ground.  
 
Reports: 
Facilitator Warren Suchovsky said in the Menominee County journal newspaper, an individual 
reported watching two large cats with long tails that were curled at the bottom walking single file 
near her home on June 30.  That particular sighting is about 2 miles from Warren’s house.  
Another individual about 6 or 7 miles east also reported seeing a large cat with a long tail.  
Warren said the public needs to report cougar sightings accurately.  
 
Director Rebecca Humphries said as one of the things that came out in the transition report 
was the CAC’s.  She said the CAC’s are the model that the Department is emulating as the 
CAC’s are added around the state.  Director Humphries thanked the Council members for all of 
their time and effort they’ve devoted to the Council.   
 
Transition Update:  Department divisions are being consolidated.  Today, the Director 
announced the appointments of Sharon Schafer as the Assistant Division Chief of Finance, Kim 
Stephens as the Assistant Division Chief of Operations, Liz Brown as the Assistant Division 
Chief of the Environmental Resource Management Division (ERMD) and Kim Fish as the 
Assistant Division Chief of the Water Resources Division.  The Administrative Division will be 
operational under the new organization on August 22 and the ERMD and the Water Resources 
Division on July 26.  Also, the Coastal Zone Management program is moving to the Office of the 
Great Lakes effective July 26. 
 
CAC Update:  Director Humphries said they are interviewing for the Regional Director 
positions now.  They also will be advertising and sending out notices to start the new CAC’s in 
each of the other lake basins in August.  There was an internal work group that looked at how to 
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broaden the existing two CAC’s to include environmental issues and historical issues not only 
as we move forward but also as the other CAC’s are created in the other lake basins.  The 
existing charter and the CAC’s rules of operations will be shared and used as a starting point for 
the new groups.   
 
Natural Resources Commission (NRC) Update: Director Humphries said Keith Charters has 
been chair of the NRC for 14 years but has stepped down effective July 12.  Keith Charters has 
been appointed to the Natural Resources Trust Fund Board.  Tim Nichols has been appointed 
as Chair of the NRC.   
 
John Matonich has been appointed as the new commissioner.  The Governor has also 
nominated John Madigan and JR Richardson for reappointed to the NRC.  Their terms were set 
to expire at the end of this year.  All of the appointments are subject to Senate confirmation.  
 
The Natural Resources Trust Fund (NRTF) Board held an oil and gas lease sale a few 
months ago – it was a banner sale, netting $178 million.  There is a lot of interest in deep gas 
formation.  The NRTF was constitutionally protected by the people setting the cap of the corpus 
at $500 million.  That cap will probably be reached in the next lease sale.  When the cap is 
reached the revenue then goes into the Park Endowment Fund, that corpus is set to cap at 
$800 million.  If the interest in the leases are sustained the park endowment fund could cap out 
pretty quickly.  Then the funding is scheduled to go into the general fund.  Director Humphries 
said this is something for conservation groups to think about in regards to those funds.  
Anything we do would need to be taken back to the people as a ballot initiative.   
 
Several DNRE employees were honored by Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) 
including Sharon Pitz who works at the Marquette office.  Sharon was unable to attend the 
award ceremony.  Today, Director Humphries was able to present the award to Sharon on 
behalf of MUCC. 
 
Questions and answers followed on oil and gas exploration, Asian carp, and OHV legislation.   
 
Open Burning Rule Amendment: Brian Brady, Air Quality Division said the public comment 
period closed on June 4, 2010.  The exemption goes into effect on April 1, 2011.  Brian said in 
the air quality rules, which were written in the late 60’s early 70’s there was a specific exemption 
for burning of waste from a one or two family dwelling.  The rationale at that time was many 
areas in the state were many miles from the nearest dump.  At that time there were no landfills 
or waste pick-up.  Michigan is the last state that allows open burning.  Brian said they are 
moving forward to the education outreach stage.  Questions and answers followed on 
enforcement; it’s an unfunded mandate, and illegal dumping.   
 
Cougar Investigation: Craig Albright gave a presentation on how the Department investigates 
cougar sightings.  Cougars are an endangered species in Michigan.  Based on radio-collared 
cougars and other observations some of the animals we are seeing animals might be coming 
from the Dakotas or even farther West.  The Department has a response protocol to follow 
when someone reports a cougar and the sightings are maintained in a database.  Staff will 
actually go to the site if they have good physical evidence; tracks, scat, photos.  The 
Department sent 4 or 5 staff to New Mexico to a special training course so there is some 
expertise on cougars within the Department. 
 
The Department is committed to documenting the occurrence and distribution of cougars but we 
are going to try to base it on verifiable physical evidence when possible.   



WUP-CAC Minutes 
July 19, 2010 
Page 4 
 
 
Review of the DNRE Commission Budget Report: Stacy Welling said for fiscal year (FY) 
2010 the Department has two separate budgets: resources and environmental.  The resource 
budget for 2010 is comprised of 72% restricted funds, 23% federal funds and 5% general funds.  
The general public pays about $1.70 per year to fund the Department.  The environmental 
budget for FY2010 is comprised of 47% restricted funds, 46% federal funds, and 7% general 
funds.  For FY2011, there will be one budget comprised of 36% federal funds, 32% restricted 
resource funds, 26% restricted environmental funds, and 6% general funds.  There are 85 
separate distinctive restrictive funds that are mandated on how those funds can be spent.  Rory 
Mattson would like to see what is actually spent on each specific program, for example: wolves, 
moose, deer management etc.  If the Department’s current computer system isn’t capable of 
providing a breakdown to that degree, Rory asked what would it take to make it happen?    
 
Special Presentation: 
Don Britton, Vice Chair of the Iron Ore Heritage Recreation Authority introduced Jim Thomas, 
Chairman and Carol Fulsher, Administrator of the Iron Ore Heritage Recreation Authority. 
 
Carol Fulsher provided a presentation on the Iron Ore Heritage Trail.  Ms. Fulsher said some 
of the reasons they utilized a Recreation Authority as a way to get recreation access across 
boundaries, whoever comes to the recreation authority gets a vote and the recreation authority 
can request a mileage.  They are the largest recreation authority in the State of Michigan.  The 
recreation authority was formed in 2007 with ten municipalities.   
 
The Iron Ore Heritage Trail is a year round 48 mile, multi-use trail that will connect communities 
and people to the region’s historic sites and human stories.  The trail will run on abandoned 
railroad corridors.  The trail will have trailheads, directional and educational signage and artwork 
that highlights the iron mining heritage and connect the communities.  The trail will have an 
economic impact on the communities.   
 
In 2008 they asked for a mileage.  The mileage had to pass in every municipality, they won the 
popular vote but in Humboldt Township the vote was lost by two votes.  Since 2008, they’ve 
continued to move forward, they built trails, looked at state and local ownership and long term 
leases on private lands to connect trail corridors.  The Recreation Authority now has seven 
municipalities involved and they are asking for .2 mills on August 3.  The monies collected can 
be matched with grant dollars that would otherwise go to other communities.  This is a 
cooperative effort building new partnerships.  
 
New Business  
Wolf Petition Discussion: Rory Mattson said he views his position on the Council is to bring 
recommendations from the general public to the DNR.  His proposal is asking the Department to 
join in the effort to delist the wolf.  Rory provided background information to the Council 
members prior to the meeting.  Rory recapped the background information and the action 
requested.  Rory said the Council should recommend to the Department to move ahead and 
follow the wolf management plan and to join in the effort to delist the wolves. 
 
Discussion followed on the gray wolf being listed as threatened or endangered.  Shawn Hagan 
asked if the Federal government is looking at the Michigan wolves as a stand alone population 
or as the Western Great Lakes population which includes Wisconsin and Minnesota.  Rory 
Mattson said it’s his understanding they tied it to the three states. 
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Director Humphries said there are two issues: the lawsuit and the petition. The lawsuit is 
separate from the petition.  The lawsuit was brought forward by individuals who have potential 
standing.  Michigan is very supportive of delisting.  Michigan has brought lawsuits in the past 
and Michigan even wrote the amicus brief for all of the Midwestern states and brought that 
forward.  The western Great Lakes wolves have been delisted twice.  The most recent delisting 
was overturned by a technicality.   
 
The petition was filed by the State of Minnesota.  Director Humphries said Michigan was 
privileged to see the petition before it was filed; we worked with the State of Minnesota; we are 
very supportive of it and we put that support in writing.  The petition is to reopen the delisting 
process for the Minnesota gray wolf.  Which includes populations in Wisconsin and Michigan.  
Michigan is included in the petition.  Wisconsin technically didn’t need to file a separate petition 
but there was strong political pressure to do so.  There is a risk for Wisconsin by filing a 
separate petition and even a greater risk for Michigan.  Because Michigan is included in the 
Western Great Lakes region through the Minnesota delisting process, if Michigan filed 
separately and the Minnesota delisting is accepted and we’ve file separately we’ve given them a 
door to deny us.  Director Humphries said we can’t join the petition; we would have to file a 
separate petition.  
 
Discussion followed on filing a separate petition as the State of Michigan can not join the 
petition and organizations could consider joining the lawsuit.  
 
Rory Mattson made a motion for the Council to support the following recommendation: 

• The CAC recommends to the Director that the MDNRE join in this effort by petitioning to 
delist the wolf in Michigan from federal authority, based on the 1992 revision of the 
federal wolf recovery plan and the 1997 State wolf recovery and management plan, on 
behalf of the citizens of the UP and assume authority using sound scientific 
management as planned.  

 
Dale McNamee supported the motion.  Discussion followed.  Phil Wirtanen called for the vote.   
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Dave Anderson – Aye; Bob Black - Aye; Don Britton - Aye; Marcy Cella - Nay; Floyd 
Dropps - Nay; Shawn Hagan - Nay; Mick Jarvi - Absent; Lorana Jinkerson – Nay; Dave 
Johnson – Absent (Left the meeting prior to vote); Marty Johnson – Absent; Tony Kakuk – 
Absent; George Lindquist – Aye; Rory Mattson – Aye; Dale McNamee – Aye; Chauncey 
Moran – Nay; Jim Schmierer – Nay; Skip Schulz – Aye; Dennis Stachewicz – Nay; Warren 
Suchovsky- Nay; Phil Wirtanen – Nay. 
Ayes: 7. Nays: 9. Absent 4.  Motion failed. 
 
Bob Black made a motion to accept the following recommendation: 

• The CAC recommends to the Director that the MDNRE join in this effort to delist the wolf 
in Michigan from federal authority, based on the 1992 revision of the federal wolf 
recovery plan and the 1997 State wolf recovery and management plan, on behalf of the 
citizens of the UP and assume authority using sound scientific management as planned.  

 
Chauncey Moran supported the motion.  George Lindquist made a motion to change the word 
“this” to “the.”  Skip Schulz supported the motion.  Ayes: 15. Nays: None.  Absent: 4. Motion 
passed.  Lorana Jinkerson made a motion to change the word “join” to “continue.”  Jim 
Schmierer supported the motion.  Ayes:  15 Nays: 1. Absent: 4. Motion carried.  A friendly 
amendment was made to change “CAC” to “WUP-CAC.”  Ayes: 15. Nays: None.  Absent:  Mick 
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Jarvi, Marty Johnson, Tony Kakuk, and Dave Johnson left the meeting prior to the vote.  
Motion carried. 
 
The final recommendation as passed by the Council: 

• The WUP-CAC recommends to the Director that the MDNRE continue in the effort to 
delist the wolf in Michigan from federal authority, based on the 1992 revision of the 
federal wolf recovery plan and the 1997 State wolf recovery and management plan, on 
behalf of the citizens of the UP and assume authority using sound scientific 
management as planned. 

 
Bylaw Amendment: 
Warren Suchovsky read the bylaw amendment to Article V- Meetings - Section 5: 
Emergency Resolutions: The adoption of emergency resolutions, those not sent out (or 
emailed) seven (7) days prior to the meeting, AND, WHICH ARE ISSUES THE COUNCIL MAY 
WISH TO ADDRESS THAT HAVE A DEADLINE DATE IMPOSED BY ANOTHER BODY 
PRIOR TO THE NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE WUPCAC, shall require 
the approval of three-fourths 3/4) of those present at the meeting where there is a quorum A 
MAJORITY VOTE OF THOSE VOTING.  AN ABSTENSION SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED 
TO BE A VOTE.  
 
Skip Schulz made a motion to support the amendment.  The motion was supported by several 
Council members.  Discussion followed on what makes a resolution an emergency, the 
definition of a quorum is the majority of the members present and voting are required for official 
action for the Council and abstentions don’t count as vote.     
Ayes: 13 Nays: 3 Absent:  Mick Jarvi, Marty Johnson, Tony Kakuk, and Dave Johnson left 
the meeting prior to the vote.  Amendment adopted.   
 
Warren Suchovsky read the bylaw amendment to Article V- Meetings - Section 5: 
Emergency Resolutions: adding item B.   
 
B.  Late resolutions: non-emergency resolutions, those not sent out (or emailed) seven (7) days 
prior to the meeting shall require the approval of three-fourths (3/4) of those present at a 
meeting during which a quorum is in attendance to bring the late resolution to the floor.  Late 
resolutions so ordered by the WUP-CAC shall require a simple majority vote of those present 
and voting for adoption. 
 
This serves as prior notice for Council action at the September 28, 2010 WUP-CAC meeting.   
 
Warren Suchovsky appointed Dale McNamee, Phil Wirtanen and Lorana Jinkerson to 
review the by-laws and flag any items that need the Council’s attention.  Dale will chair the 
committee.  Any bylaw amendments will be information only at the September meeting and for 
Council action at the November meeting. 
 
Dale McNamee provided the following proposed changes in the meeting format: 

1) Remove time allocation for the DNRE staff reports and utilize the 30 minute allotment for 
public comments at the conclusion of the WUP-CAC business.  Rational: Staff reports 
are sent to all Council members by electronic mail prior to meetings.  Copies of these 
reports can be made available for the public at meetings.  DNRE staff should be present 
for consultation purposes only. 

2) WUP-CAC business should follow the approval of previous meeting minutes.  Old 
business followed by new business.  Rational: The purpose of the WUP-CAC is to act as 
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a conduit to present pertinent information regarding resource use and management from 
a public perspective to the DNRE.  At present this has been given a very low priority. 
(Example 25 minutes out of a 2 ½ hour meeting allotted for the UP-CAC business this 
evening.) 

3) Reports, special presentations, setting the next meeting, Council member closing 
comments and public comments to follow.  

 
Next meeting:   
The next WUP-CAC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 28, 2010, 6:30–8:30 p.m. 
EDT in Keweenaw County.  Location will be announced.  Warren Suchovsky said the meeting 
will be focused on trail, tourism, recreation, and the tip of the Keweenaw project. 
 
Council Members Closing Comments: 
Rory Mattson distributed the results of a survey conducted by UPSA.  He asked the Council 
members to share the results with their organizations.  Rory also asked to reconvene the deer 
subcommittee as he would like to get a few of the survey items on the September agenda.  
Warren Suchovsky appointed Rory as temporary chairman of the deer subcommittee.  Rory 
will schedule the first meeting and conduct an election for the chair of the subcommittee.   
 
Floyd Dropps asked to have an update on the walleye management plan at the September 
meeting. 
 
Warren Suchovsky announced the NRC will meet in Escanaba on Thursday, August 12.  
Warren also asked the Council members if they really needed a quorum and asked the Council 
members to think about it. 
 
Dennis Stachewicz announced a new group “UP Bird Hunters” – they are not Legislative – no 
dues.  They meet once a month at the hunt club in Rapid River to train dogs and to discuss 
possible projects with the DNRE. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:31 p.m.  
 

Western Upper Peninsula Citizen Advisory Council 
DNRE Division Reports 

6:00-6:30 p.m. (EDT) 5:00-5:30 p.m. (CDT) 
DNRE written staff reports were provided to the Council members on July 12, 2010.  The 
following staff reports are current updates since the written reports. 
 
Stacy Welling, UP Regional Director introduced DNRE Director Rebecca Humphries, Mindy 
Koch, DNRE Resource Management Deputy Director, Ann Jousma Miller from the Governor’s 
office and Representative Steve Lindberg. 
 
Craig Albright, Wildlife Division said the results are in from their mail survey that gives them 
the official deer harvest estimates for last year.  In the WUP, the buck harvest was down 27% in 
2009 compared to 2008.  If you add in the 13% drop from 2008 to the 2009 you have a 40% 
drop in the buck harvest over a two year time period.  Craig added fawn recruitment should 
return to normal or above normal but time will tell.  In the meantime, they are being very 
restrictive this year with antlerless licenses.  Antlerless licenses will be available in the south 
central UP where the deer numbers have held up best but the rest of the UP it will be very 
conservative and mostly for bucks only hunting. 
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Jessica Mistak, Fisheries Division said at the last WUP-CAC meeting Fisheries Chief Kelley 
Smith and Lake Michigan Basin coordinator Jim Dexter met with members of the walleye 
subcommittee.  They have created a document that Jessica thinks addresses most if not all of 
the concerns of the walleye subcommittee.  This document talks about the various lakes in the 
WUP and their fish prescription for walleye stocking that is going to be incorporated into the 
walleye management plan.  Floyd Dropps said there are some things that still need to be 
discussed.  Jessica said they will follow-up with the walleye subcommittee. 
 
Debbie Munson Badini, UP Communications Representative welcomed Kelly Gibbs from TV-
6, Kristina Kuestner from Channel 10 – ABC and Johanna Boyle from the Mining Journal.   
 
Debbie Begalle, Forest Management Division said the Escanaba compartment review date will 
be changing.  As soon as the new date is confirmed, the Council members will be notified.   
 
Brian Brady, Air Quality Division said they have two more significant biomass projects that 
have submitted permit applications, one in Quinnesec and one in Menominee. 
 
Tim Melko, Administration Division said the antlerless applications are on sale from July 15-
August 15. 
 
The following staff introduced themselves but didn’t have updates to their written reports: 
Cary Gustafson, Land and Water Management Division. 
Joe Maki, Office of Geological Survey. 
Clif Clark, Remediation and Redevelopment Division. 
Don DeGrand, Water Bureau. 
Sgt. Pete Wright, Law Enforcement Division. 
Rich Hill, Recreation Division. 
 


