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ABRAMS SEMINAR SCHEDULE:  

Friday, July 12

	Time
	Session
	Program
	Speaker

	12:30 – 1:00
	A
	Archives of Michigan Tour
	Archives Staff

	1:00 – 1:30
	B
	Archives of Michigan Tour
	Archives Staff

	2:00 – 3:00
	C
	Researching Your Family History at the Archives of Michigan
	Kris Rzepcynski, Archives of Michigan

	
	D
	The War of 1812
	James N. Jackson, Professional Researcher

	
	E
	Pitfalls, Mistakes, and Strokes of Insight
	Jessica Trotter, Researcher & Blogger

	3:15 – 4:15
	F
	The Good, the Bad, the Deviant: Researching Correctional Records
	Jill Arnold, Archives of Michigan

	
	G
	Using Land Records in Genealogical Research
	Shirley Hodges, Eaton County Genealogical Society

	
	H
	Filling in the Blanks
	Lori Fox, Ionia County Genealogical Society


Saturday, July 13

	Time
	Session
	Program
	Speaker

	9:30 – 10:30
	I
	The Jones Jinx: Tracing Common Surnames
	Dr. Thomas W. Jones, Ph.D., CG, CGL, FASG, FUGA, FNGS

	11:00 – 12:00
	J
	Naturalization Record Research 101
	Jessica Miller, Archives of Michigan

	
	K
	Do’s and Don’ts of Cemetery Research
	Gail Hershenzon, Woodmere Cemetery, Detroit (MI)

	
	L
	Cost-Effective Research: Accessing Irish Records from North America
	Dick Doherty, Director, Celtic Quest, LLC

	12:00 – 1:00
	
	Lunch
	Grand Traverse Pie Company

	1:00 – 2:00
	M
	Problem Solving with Probate
	Dr. Thomas W. Jones, Ph.D., CG, CGL, FASG, FUGA, FNGS

	2:30 – 3:30
	N
	Settling the Midwest: Migration to the Great Lakes Region
	Kris Rzepczynski, Archives of Michigan

	
	O
	Sourcing – Who Needs It, Anyway?
	Karen Krugman, Professional Researcher

	
	P
	Selected Detroit and Michigan Genealogical Resources at the Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library
	Mark Bowden, Detroit Public Library


**********************************************
PROGRAMS:
Session A: Archives of Michigan Tour

Join the Archives of Michigan staff for a behind-the scenes tour of the collections, including original manuscript records and the Abrams Foundation Historical Collection.

Session B: Archives of Michigan Tour

Join the Archives of Michigan staff for a behind-the scenes tour of the collections, including original manuscript records and the Abrams Foundation Historical Collection.
Session C: Researching Your Family History at the Archives of Michigan
Kris Rzepczynski, Archives of Michigan

An introduction to the Archives of Michigan, this program will explore the genealogical collections available there, including both original source records and published resources, and how to best maximize your research time there. One of the larger family history collections in the United States, the Archives’ holdings emphasize Michigan, the Great Lakes states, New England, the Mid-Atlantic region, as well as Ontario and Quebec.
Session D: The War of 1812
James N. Jackson, Professional Researcher

An overview of the causes and significant events of the War of 1812, the only war partially fought on Michigan soil, this program will also cover researching military, bounty land, and pension records available at the National Archives.
Session E: Pitfalls, Mistakes, and Strokes of Insight
Jessica Trotter, Researcher & Blogger

This session offers resources and tips as well as describing pitfalls to avoid in researching your ancestors. Over years of research, the presenter has come across some fabulous resources, made a few colossal mistakes, and still made progress—if not always the way she intended.
Session F: The Good, the Bad, the Deviant: Researching Correctional Records
Jill Arnold, Archives of Michigan

You may have a family story, newspaper article, or census record – something that indicates you ancestor may have spent time in prison. This program will help researchers navigate those records held by the Archives of Michigan to uncover information about past misdeeds, including how to get started, and using prison records to find even more genealogy resources.
Session G: Using Land Records in Genealogical Research
Shirley Hodges, Eaton County Genealogical Society

Emphasis will be on how to use land records to their full advantage. The lecture helps the audience to better understand the United States Public Land Survey System and Metes and Bounds descriptions to glean genealogical information from many sources. Land research sources include abstracts from land grants, deeds, tract book, rural property inventories, tax assessments, survey notes and various types of maps.
Session H: Filling in the Blanks
Lori Fox, Ionia County Genealogical Society

This program stresses the importance of verifying information found in genealogy research, using multiple sources for information, and not just collecting names and dates.
Session I: The Jones Jinx: Tracing Common Surnames
Dr. Thomas W. Jones, Ph.D., CG, CGL, FASG, FUGA, FNGS

This case study will explain how missing, erroneous, and altered records were overcome to identify the parents of an orphan named Jones. Attendees will learn research strategies that they can use to solve their own common-surname problems.

Session J: Naturalization Record Research 101
Jessica Miller, Archives of Michigan

This program will introduce researchers to strategies helpful in finding records to document an immigrant becoming a United States citizen. The presentation includes an overview of what information can be found in naturalization records, sources for obtaining naturalization records, tips for overcoming research stumbling blocks, and a brief history of naturalization laws in the United States.
Session K: Do’s and Don’ts of Cemetery Research
Gail Hershenzon, Woodmere Cemetery, Detroit

This presentation will give insight and guidance on how to request and receive information from cemeteries. Using actual letters received requesting information from Woodmere Cemetery and told in a humorous way, researchers will be shown some what-to-do’s and what-not-to-do’s when writing to cemeteries.
Session L: Cost-Effective Research: Accessing Irish Records from North America
Dick Doherty, Detroit Society for Genealogical Research

This lecture focuses on Ireland’s major records, and cost-effective methods for accessing them from North America. Included are recent Irish repository initiatives that make indexes and images available online (both free and fee). Ireland records accessible through the Family History Library are also discussed. Although not a comprehensive list, this lecture demonstrates the significant research that you can accomplish without traveling to Ireland.
Session M: Problem Solving with Probate
Dr. Thomas W. Jones, Ph.D., CG, CGL, FASG, FUGA, FNGS

This session will describe the wealth of records created to distribute property after someone’s death and demonstrate how attendees can use such records to identify and trace ancestors.
Session N: Settling the Midwest: Migration to the Great Lakes Region
Kris Rzepczynski, Archives of Michigan

Explore the migratory paths to and from the Midwest, the many ethnic groups that settled here, and what records are available that help tell their story.
Session O: Sourcing – Who Needs It, Anyway?
Karen Krugman, Professional Researcher

This program will explore why it is important for researchers to source their material.

Session P: Selected Detroit and Michigan Genealogical Resources at the Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library
Mark Bowden, Detroit Public Library

This presentation focuses on some of the unique genealogical resources for Michigan and Detroit research found at the Burton Historical Collection including: Detroit Death index, burial transit permits, Wayne County coroner’s files, Roman Catholic Church records, naturalization records from Detroit Recorders Court, Michigan World War II service awards index, Michigan Korean war casualties index, and more!

SPEAKER BIOS:
Arnold, Jill:
An Archivist at the Archives of Michigan, Jill enjoys working with researchers both in person and virtually, via phone and email inquiries. She also develops content and features for Seeking Michigan (seekingmichigan.org), the online platform of the Archives. Jill earned a Master of Science in Information with a specialization of Library & Information Science as well as Archives & Records Management from the University of Michigan.
Bowden, Mark:
Mark is the Coordinator for Special Collections at the Detroit Public Library.  These collections include the Burton Historical Collection, Rare Book Collection, E. Azalia Hackley Collection of African Americans in the Performing Arts, Ernie Harwell Sports Collection, and National Automotive History Collection. Currently, he serves on the board of the Detroit Society for Genealogical Research.
Doherty, Richard:
A professional genealogist, author, and lecturer with 40+ years of experience and 32 research trips to Ireland, Dick has lectured on Irish genealogy since 1982 in the U.S., Canada, and Ireland. He is a past-president of the Irish Genealogical Society of Michigan, Detroit Society for Genealogical Research and the Oakland County Genealogical Society. The director of Celtic Quest, LLC, Dick is also a delegate to the Federation of Genealogical Societies and the Michigan Genealogical Council.
Fox, Lori:
An ex-secondary school teacher in business education, Lori has been working on genealogy for 30+ years. She is a member of several genealogical societies and has served on the Board of Ionia County Genealogical Society for 14 years, where she currently serves as the President. Lori enjoys sharing her excitement and knowledge about genealogy through a teaching format, either in the classroom or at the lectern.
Hershenzon, Gail:
Gail volunteers at the historic Woodmere Cemetery in Detroit, helping those looking for family information that may be found in the cemetery’s records. She speaks to genealogical societies and other groups about the history of Woodmere Cemetery and also how to be successful when doing cemetery research.  In addition, Gail has created woodmerecemeteryresearch.com and is the author ofDetroit’s Woodmere Cemetery and Michigan Memorial Park.
Hodges, Shirley:
Actively doing genealogical research since 1967, Shirley has taught genealogy classes and seminars – both for the novice and advanced genealogist – in the U. S. and Canada since 1994. Her interest in sharing her love of genealogical research and her sense of humor has delighted audiences. Shirley served as President of the Genealogical Speakers Guild from 2006-2010, was the 2012 recipient of the Mary Lucy Kellogg award, and became a columnist for The Global Gazette in June 2006.
Jackson, James:
Interested in genealogy and local history since the mid-1970’s, Jim has served as President of both the Detroit Society for Genealogical Research and Oakland County Genealogical Society. He has been the index editor of the DSGR Magazinesince 1994 and is the current President of the Calhoun County Genealogical Society and Commander of Camp 22 (Marshall, MI) Sons of Union Veterans. Jim has also taught genealogical classes and presented talks to various local and national societies.
Jones, Thomas W.:
Thomas W. Jones, Ph.D., CG, CGL, FASG, FUGA, FNGS, has edited the National Genealogical Society Quarterly since 2002. He is a trustee and a past president of the Board for Certification of Genealogists, past board member of the Association of Professional Genealogists, and recipient of its 2011 Professional Achievement Award and its 2004 Grahame T. Smallwood Jr. Award of Merit. Retired from a thirty-year career in higher education and professor emeritus at Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C., Tom works full time as a genealogical researcher, writer, editor, and educator. He coordinates courses at the Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh, the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy, and Samford University’s Institute on Genealogy and Historical Research and; and he teaches in Boston University’s Genealogical Certificate Program. Tom’s research has encompassed records of every state east of the Mississippi, as well as Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Texas, England, France, Germany, Italy, Ireland, and Wales. He specializes, however, in Georgia and Virginia and is most interested in solving “brick-wall” genealogical problems. Tom writes and speaks frequently on genealogical methods with broad application across geographic areas, time periods, and levels of expertise. He is known for meaty lectures benefiting genealogists of all experience levels.
Krugman, Karen:
Researching since 1990, and professionally since 1998, Karen has been speaking to genealogy groups in the metro Detroit area as well as other areas of Michigan & Ohio since 2002. Societies she has help positions in include: Detroit Society for Genealogical Research, Michigan UDC chapter, Ford Genealogy Club, and Oakland County Genealogical Society. She written five books based on her family history research and was co-author of The Ford Family Cemetery book.

Miller, Jessica:
An Archivist at the Archives of Michigan, Jessica currently works with records from the Office of the Great Seal, assists researchers at the reference desk, gives presentations about Archives of Michigan resources, and contributes to digitization projects at Seeking Michigan (seekingmichigan.org). She earned a Master of Library and Information Science and Archives Administration graduate certificate from Wayne State University.
Rzepczynski, Kris:
Now a Senior Archivist at the Archives of Michigan, Kris previously worked for 12 years at the Library of Michigan as the Michigan/Genealogy Coordinator. He holds a MLIS from Wayne State University and a MA in History from Western Michigan University. In addition, Kris is a member of the Board of Directors for the Federation of Genealogical Societies and a Past President of the Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society.
Trotter, Jessica:
Jessica holds a BA in History from Michigan State University and MS in Information, Archives and Records Management Specialization from the University of Michigan—but, through some strange twist of fate, she currently serves as the Public Services Head at the Downtown Lansing Library of the Capital Area District Libraries. Jessica also teaches introductory Genealogy classes for CADL and maintains a research related blog called Genie Roadtrip (genieroadtrip.wordpress.com).

Registration:

People can register at this site: http://seekingmichigan.org/events/2013-abrams-genealogy-seminar
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