NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION
AGENDA
July 12, 2007

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan
Lansing

(Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are open to the public.)

12:30 p.m. NRC POLICY COMMITTEE ON TECHNOLOGY, INFORMATION,
MARKETING AND EDUCATION
Room 202

1. Urban Outreach Programs Update
2. Hunter Safety Education Update
3. E-mobile Fishing License Pilot Project

1:30 p.m. NRC POLICY COMMITTEE ON WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Room 202

1. MEANDERS Project
2. Wildlife Regulations

3:00 p.m. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Room 201

Director’'s Report

1. Director’'s Action Items
2. Special Recognition

4:30 p.m. PUBLIC APPEARANCES BEFORE THE NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMISSION: (The actual order of appearances MAY change and
MAY be grouped by subject matter.)
Room 201

5:00 p.m. PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION AWARD PRESENTATION
Room 201
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION

l. FOR INFORMATION ONLY - NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION ACTION IN
AUGUST

Waterfowl and Other Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations for 2007-2008
Wildlife Conservation Order, Amendment No. 15 of 2007
FOR INFORMATION ONLY ettt e et e e et s e e e eba e eeees 1-6

II.  NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION ACTION

A. Approval of Minutes —
June 7, 2007 Natural Resources Commission Meeting

B. Managed Waterfowl Area and Selected State Parks Waterfowl Hunting
Regulations
Wildlife Conservation Order, Amendment No. 12 of 2007 ........ccoceevvenennn. 7-14

C. Deer Regulations and Antlerless Deer License Quotas
Wildlife Conservation Order, Amendment No. 13 of 2007 ..................... 15-28

D. Elk Season Quotas
Wildlife Conservation Order, Amendment No. 14 of 2007 ...................... 29-31

. DIRECTOR’'S ACTION ITEMS

A. Land Transactions Listing (Pages 32-33)

1. Purchase of Tax-Reverted Land Under Act 123, P.A. 1999
State Parks and Recreation Land Acquisitions

a. Thornapple River Boating Access Site 08-35 — Barry County
Land Transaction Case #20070136 ..........cccccceevriiiivrineeeennn. 34-36

b. Nahma Boating Access Site 21-36 — Delta County
Land Transaction Case #20070137 ...........cvvvvvvvvvvvernnennnnnnnns 37-39

C. Idlewild Boating Access Site 43-17 — Lake County
Land Transaction Case #20070138 ..........cccceeevviiiiiviieeennnnn. 40-42

2. Purchase of Tax-Reverted Land Under Act 123, P.A. 1999
State Forest Land Acquisition

a. Traverse City Management Unit — Benzie County
Land Transaction Case #20070131 ..........cceuvevvreervennnennnennns 43-45

b. Gaylord Management Unit — Cheboygan County
Land Transaction Case #20070132 ...........ceuveveeeemeeemnennnennns 46-48

C. Gaylord Management Unit — Mackinac County
Land Transaction Case #20070065 ...........ccccccceviiiiirinnneneenn. 49-51



http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/12-07_Waterfowl_6.14.07_199410_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/14-07_ElkQuotas_6.14._199443_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20070136_Act_123_Acquisition_Barry_Co_199444_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20070137_Act_123_Acquisition_Delta_Co_199445_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20070138_Act_123_Acquisition_Lake_Co_199446_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20070131_Act_123_Acquisition_Benzie_Co_199453_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20070132_Act_123_Acquisition_Cheboygan_Co_199454_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20070065_Act_123_Acquisition_Mackinac_Co_199455_7.pdf
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d. Roscommon Management Unit — Ogemaw County
Land Transaction Case #20070133 ...........ceuvvvvrremeemnmennnennns 52-54

Phase Il Land Review Initiative

a. Recommended Boundary Adjustment for Allegan County ...55-57

b. State Game Area Boundary Adjustment and
State Forest Transfer of Jurisdiction
Gladwin State Game Area and Gladwin Management Unit —
Clare COUNLY ...eviieieiiiiiiiie et 58-60

C. Reclassification of parcel #154591 in Oakland County ........ 61-62

Wildlife Land Acquisition and Boundary Adjustment

Escanaba Management Unit — Delta and Menominee Counties
The Plum Creek Land Company Tract
Land Transaction Case #20060270.............uuuvuerremmremmmemmeemnninnnennnns 63-66

Gift of Mineral Interest

Escanaba Management Unit — Menominee County
The VMS Development Company, LLC Tract
Land Transaction Case #20070027...........uuuureuuurimmemmmmnnnnennnennnnnnnns 67-69

Gift of Relinquishment of Lease

St. Clair Flats Wildlife Area — St. Clair County
The Jacqueline L. Kimmen Tract
Land Transaction Case #20070087............uuuuuurmmmmmmmnmnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnns 70-72

State Forest Land Exchange

Gladwin Management Unit — Clare and Arenac Counties
Land Transaction Case #20060161............ccccceeeiiiiiiiinniniieeeenes 73-76

Sale of Dedicated State-owned Lands

a. Traverse City Management Unit — Kalkaska County
Land Transaction Case #20040216 .............eeevvvveveeennennnennnns 77-79

b. Sault Ste. Marie Management Unit — Chippewa County
Land Transaction Case #20060055 ............c.cccvvvvvvvvvnninnnnnnnn. 80-82

B. Land Use Orders of the Director

1.

Order to Regulate Use of Algonac State Park
Land Use Orders of the Director, Amendment No. 10 of 2007 ...... 83-86

Order to Regulate the Nighttime Use of Shiawassee River State Game
Area, Saginaw County
Land Use Orders of the Director, Amendment No. 11 of 2007 ...... 87-88



http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20070133_Act_123_Acquisition_Ogemaw_Co_199456_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Phase_II_Land_Rev_Bndry_Adj_Allegan_Co_199458_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Phase_II_Land_Rev_Bndry_Adj_and_SF_Trnsfr_of_Juris_Clare_Co_199459_7.pdf
Reclassification_of_parcel_15491_Oakland_Co_199460_7.pdfhttp://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20060270_Wildlife_Acquisition_Delta_and_Menominee_Cos_199461_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20070027_Gift_of_Mineral_Interest_Menominee_Co_199462_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20070087_Gift_of_Relinquishment_of_Lease_St_Clair_Co_199465_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20060161_SF_Exchange_Clare_and_Arenac_Cos_199466_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20040216_Sale_Kalkaska_Co_199467_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/20060055_Sale_Chippewa_Co_199468_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/07LUOD10_PRD_AlgonacSP_ACTION_Jul07NRC_199469_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Shiawassee_LUO_6.14.07_199470_7.pdf
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If you are unable to attend the Natural Resources Commission meeting but wish to submit
written comments on Agenda items, please write to: Natural Resources Commission, P.O.
Box 30028, Lansing, Michigan 48909 or e-mail at: glodent@michigan.gov . If you would like
further information on Agenda items or would like to address the Commission, please contact
Teresa Gloden at 517-373-2352, or e-mail: glodent@michigan.gov . Persons with disabilities
needing accommodations for the meeting should contact Teresa Gloden at 517-373-2352.

LOOK FOR THIS AGENDA AND OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION ITEMS ON
THE DNR WEB PAGE AT: http://www.michigan.gov/dnr and click on the “Natural
Resources Commission” Quick Link.



mailto:glodent@michigan.gov
mailto:glodent@michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr

STATE OF MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM LANSING REBECCA A. HUMPHRIES
GOVERNOR DIRECTOR

SUBMITTED: June 12, 2007

Memorandum to the Natural Resources Commission:

SUBIJECT: Waterfowl] and Other Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations for 2007-2008
-FOR INFORMATION ONLY-

Authority:

The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended, authorizes the
Director and the Commission to issue orders to manage wild animals in this state.

Discussion and Background:

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) annually prescribes migratory bird hunting season
frameworks, or outer limits, for dates and times when hunting may occur, and the maximum number of
birds that may be taken and possessed. Federal frameworks are negotiated with states via the Flyway
Councils with this process being partitioned into early season and late season selections. Late seasons
generally open following the Saturday closest to September 24. Late season selections are submitted to
the USFWS by August 30 each year. In Michigan, late seasons currently include the regular goose and
duck seasons, the late Canada goose season, and seasons on mergansers, coots, and moorhens.

The Department’s submission for the late Federal frameworks for waterfowl regulations will be finalized
in August after Federal frameworks have been established. Our recommendations and options will be
based on State and Federal assessments of waterfowl population status and public input, including
discussion with the Citizen Waterfowl Advisory Committee at their August 4, 2007 meeting.

We have included appropriate sections from the Wildlife Conservation Order as amended during 2006 to
identify those sections likely requiring amendment in 2007. Dates listed in these sections reflect the
2006-2007 seasons and are used as placeholders only; 2007-2008 dates will be included as soon as they
become available. We will again be requesting authority for the Chief of the Wildlife Division to close
goose hunting at Goose Management Units when the harvest quota allocated to these units has been
achieved.

Under consideration for the 2007-2008 Canada goose regular season is the option to discontinue the use
of the existing population unit boundaries and structure the season using the same zone boundaries as are
in place for waterfowl. The Tuscola/Huron, Saginaw County, Muskegon County Wastewater, and
Allegan County Goose Management Units may be retained under this option.

¢
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION

Keith J. Charters, Chair « Mary Brown e Hurley J. Coleman, Jr. e Darnell Earley e John Madigan e J. R. Richardson e Frank Wheatlake
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Recommendation:

This order is being submitted for information and consideration. It will be submitted for final action on
August 16, 2007.

[/ llen&, i —

William E. Moritz, Chief Alan Marble, Chief
Wildlife Division Law Eaforcement Division

=N Adh—

/]f)m. Boyd, Chief g Ronald A. Olson, Chief

Forest, Mineral and Fire Management Parks and Recreation Division
Arminda S. Koch Dennis Fedewa
Resource Management Deputy Chief Deputy

I have analyzed and discussed these recommendations with staff and concur as to matters over which the
Natural Resources Commission has authority.

Rebecca A. Humphries
Director



WILDLIFE CONSERVATION ORDER

Amendment No. 15 of 2007

Under the authority of sections 40107 and 40113a, Act No. 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, as amended, being
sections 324.40107 and 324.40113a of the Michigan Compiled Laws, the Natural Resources Commission and the
Director of the Department of Natural Resources ordered that effective August 17, 2007, the following sections of
the Wildlife Conservation Order shall read as follows:

3.415 Migratory birds; possession limit defined; open seasons.
Sec. 3.415. The migratory bird possession limit shall be twice the daily limit except that the possession limit for
blue, snow, and ross’ geese shall be three times the daily limit. The migratory bird hunting open seasons shall be as

follows:

Season and Species

Zone or Management Unit

Open Season

Ducks

Merganser

Coots and Moorhens

Canada Goose (regular season)

North Zone

Middle Zone

South Zone

Upper Peninsula Mississippi
Valley Population Unit

Lower Peninsula Mississippi
Valley Population Unit

Southern James Bay Population
Unit

Tuscola/Huron GMU

Saginaw County GMU

Allegan County GMU

Muskegon W.W. GMU

September 30 to November 28

September 30 to November 26 and
December 2 to December 3

October 7 to December 3 and
December 31 to January 1

Same dates as ducks in the
respective zones.

Same dates as ducks in the
respective zones.

September 18 to November 6

September 30 to October 29 and
November 23 to December 12

October 7 to October 16 and
November 23 to December 12

October 7 to November 25 (or
quota)

October 7 to November 25 (or
quota)

November 24 to December 3 and
December 23 to January 31 (or
quota)

October 17 to November 14 and
December 1 to December 21 (or
quota)



Canada Goose (special late season) Southern Michigan Goose December 31 to January 29
Management Unit as defined in
section 12.700 of this order.

Brant, Snow, White-fronted, and Ross’  Statewide September 23 to December 4
Geese

3.416 Migratory game birds; daily limit.
Sec. 3.416. The daily limit of migratory game birds for the seasons specified in section 3.415 shall be as follows:

Ducks, daily limit.

(1) The daily limit shall be 6 ducks of which no more than 4 may be mallards, no more than 1 may be a female
mallard, no more than 1 may be a black duck, no more than 2 may be wood ducks, no more than 2 may be scaup, no
more than 1 may be a pintail, no more than 1 may be a canvasback, and no more than 2 may be redheads.

Merganser, daily limit.
(2) The daily limit shall be 5 mergansers of which no more than 2 may be a hooded merganser.

Canada geese, north, middle, and south zones, daily limit.
(3) In the north, middle, and south zones as described in sections 1.7, 1.8, and 1.9, the daily limit shall be 2

Canada geese.

Canada geese, daily limit, exceptions.
(4) The Canada goose daily limit shall be 2 except:

(a) In the Saginaw county, and Tuscola/Huron goose management units, the daily limit shall be 1 Canada goose.
(b) During the Canada goose special late season, the daily limit shall be 3 Canada geese.

(c) The daily limit shall be 1 Canada goose on the Allegan goose management unit November 24 to December 3
and December 23 to December 31 and 2 Canada geese January 1to January 31.

Other geese, daily limit.
(5) The daily limit on light geese (snow/blue and ross’), shall be 10. The daily limit on brant and white-fronted
geese shall be 1.

Coots and moorhens (gallinules), daily limit.
(6) The daily limit of coots and moorhens shall be 15 of each species.

3.418 Goose management units, harvest quotas; department’s wildlife chief to close season.

Sec. 3.418. (1) The following goose management units, described in sections 12.701 to 12.705 of this order,
shall be open to goose hunting until the open seasons stipulated in section 3.415 of this order expire, or until the
wildlife division chief determines that the following listed quota of Canada geese has been harvested:

(a) Saginaw county goose management unit - quota of 2,000 Canada geese.

(b) Allegan county goose management unit - quota of 3,000 Canada geese.

(c) Muskegon wastewater goose management unit — the quota of 1,000 Canada geese.

(d) Tuscola/Huron goose management unit - quota of 750 Canada geese.



(2) When the wildlife division chief determines that the quota of Canada geese for a management unit listed in
this section has been harvested, the chief shall issue an interim order to close the goose hunting season in that unit.

3.422 Migratory birds, falconry, seasons; daily limit, possession limit.
Sec. 3.422. (1) The open season for taking migratory game birds by falconry shall be as follows:

Species Open Seasons

Common snipe; Woodcock; Virginia The open season for these species

and sora rails shall be the same dates as the firearm
seasons in the respective zones for
these species

Geese The open season for taking these
species shall be the same dates as the
firearm seasons in the respective
zones and goose management units.

Ducks; mergansers; coots and The open season for these species

moorhens shall be the same dates as the firearm
seasons in the respective zones for
these species, plus the season shall
also be open statewide from January
25 to March 10

(2) The daily limit for migratory game birds taken by falconry shall be 3 birds combined, and the possession limit
shall be 6 birds combined.

12.701 "Saginaw county goose management unit" defined.
Sec. 12.701. "Saginaw county goose management unit" means that area of Saginaw county enclosed by highway
M-46 on the north; highway M-52 on the west; highway M-57 on the south; and highway M-13 on the east.

12.702 "Allegan county goose management unit" defined.

Sec. 12.702. "Allegan county goose management unit" means that area of Allegan county beginning at the
junction of 136th avenue and highway I-196 in Lake Town township, then easterly on 136th avenue to highway M-
40, southerly on highway M-40 through the city of Allegan to 108th avenue in Trowbridge township, westerly on
108th avenue to 46th street, northerly 1/2 mile on 46th street to 109th avenue, westerly on 109th avenue to highway
I-196 in Casco township, northerly on highway 1-196 to the point of beginning.

12.703 "Muskegon county wastewater goose management unit" defined.

Sec. 12.703. "Muskegon county wastewater goose gement unit" means that area of Muskegon county within
the boundaries of the Muskegon county wastewater system, east of the Muskegon state game area, in sections 5, 6,
7, 8,17, 18, 19, 20, 29, 30, and 32, TION R14W, and sections 1, 2, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 24, and 25, T1ON R15W, as
posted, consisting of approximately 11,000 acres.

12.705 "Tuscola/Huron goose management unit" defined.

Sec. 12.705. "Tuscola/Huron goose management unit" means that area bounded by a line beginning at the junction
of the Saginaw bay shoreline and Kilmanagh road in Huron county, then easterly on Kilmanagh road to Bayport
road, southerly on Bayport road to Colwood road in Tuscola county, southerly on Colwood road to Bay
city/Forestville road, westerly on Bay city/Forestville road to highway M-138 in Unionville, southerly and westerly



on highway M-138 to the Bay-Tuscola county line, northerly on the Bay-Tuscola county line to the Quanicassee
river, northerly and easterly along the Quanicassee river to the Saginaw bay shoreline, due north into Saginaw bay to
a point due west of the starting point, then easterly from this point in Saginaw bay to the point of beginning.

12.708a “Mississippi valley population unit” defined.

Sec. 12.708a. The “Mississippi valley population unit” means all of the waterfow] hunting north zone, all of the
waterfowl hunting middle zone, and that portion of the waterfowl hunting south zone excluding Allegan county
GMU and Muskegon county GMU as described in sections 12.702 and 12.703, respectively, and westerly of a line
beginning at a point where the St. Joseph-Branch county line intersects with the Michigan-Indiana border, then
northerly on the St. Joseph-Branch county line to the Kalamazoo-Calhoun county line, northerly on the Kalamazoo-
Calhoun county line to the Barry county line, easterly on the Barry-Calhoun county line to the Barry-Eaton county
line, northerly on the Barry-Eaton county line to the lonia county line, easterly on the Ionia-Eaton county line to the
Clinton county line, northerly on the Ionia-Clinton county line to the Montcalm-Gratiot county line, northerly on the
Montcalm-Gratiot county line to the Isabella county line, easterly on the Isabella-Gratiot county line to the Midland
county line, northerly on the Isabella-Midland county line to the dividing line between the waterfow] hunting middle
zone and waterfowl hunting south zone, easterly and northerly on the dividing line between the waterfowl hunting
middle zone and waterfow] hunting south zone to the international boundary with Canada in Lake Huron.

12.708b “Southern James bay population unit” defined.

Sec. 12.708b. The “Southern James bay population unit” means all of the waterfowl hunting south zone not
included in the Mississippi valley population unit as described in section 12.708a, excluding the Tuscola/Huron
GMU and the Saginaw county GMU as described in sections 12.705 and 12.701, respectively.

Issued this 16th day of August, 2007.

Approved as to matters over which the Natural Resources Commission has authority.

Keith J. Charters, Chairman
Natural Resources Commission

Approved as to matters over which the Director has authority.

Rebecca A. Humphries
Director
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