FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
[Date], 2014

Contact: [Local contact person, phone]


[Event sponsor] offers [open house/event/watercraft discounts] in honor of Michigan Boating Week

[bookmark: x__GoBack][event sponsor: harbor, dealer, etc.] is helping people discover the joy of boating with [title of event: a free open house, boat demo, etc.] in celebration of Michigan Boating Week, June 7-14.

“Michigan has great marinas, state harbors and boating access sites,” says [local contact], “It’s the perfect place for people of all ages to get onboard and enjoy the water.” 

Michigan Boating Week is a partnership between the DNR, Waterways Commission and Michigan Boating Industries Association. The weeklong campaign offers many opportunities to get started with boating, gain on-water skills or discover new. Michigan Boating Week also aims to educate boaters about how they can become stewards of the water and help prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species.

“Protecting our waters is one of the most important parts of boating,” says Alicia Ihnken, with the DNR’s Aquatic Invasive Species workgroup. “It ensures that we can continue enjoying them, and that future generations can do the same.”

In addition to attending Michigan Boating Week events throughout the state, boaters and boaters-to-be can get information from the following online resources:

· www.discoverboating.com (Discover Boating): Explore various types of vessels, discover local harbors and find local boating organizations.
· www.michigan.gov/boating (DNR): Find a full schedule of Michigan Boating Week events and receive updates on boating-related issues like dredging, boating safety courses and laws.
· www.michigan.gov/invasivespecies (DNR): Learn about aquatic invasive species and how to prevent their spread in Michigan’s waters.
· Waterways Commission (DNR): Read policy and public harbor updates.
· www.mbia.org (Michigan Boating Industries Association): Stay up-to-date with boating news, industry events and MBIA member resources.

A full schedule of Michigan Boating Week events is available at www.michigan.gov/boating. 
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