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Winter into Spring Weekend Programs 
Gillette Sand Dune Visitor Center, P.J. Hoffmaster State Park 

 
 

 

March 4                  Farewell to Winter Walk     11 am 
                                            If snow is present this hike will be conducted with snowshoes. We will 

                                            cover about 2.5 miles in one hour to search for signs of spring. This is a  

                                            great hike for first time visitors and those wanting to learn more about the park.   

 

March 11  All Things Green and Lucky Hike    11am 

  Help us look for signs of spring, learn about the residents of the  

  Hoffmaster woodland and see if you can spy the leprechaun.  This short 

  1 mile hike is appropriate for young children and their families. 

            

March 25  Bear Basics       11am 
  Learn all about black bears in Michigan and how they transition from 

  winter to spring. Hands on activities are planned. 

 

April 8   Nests: Nature’s Egg Cartons    11am 
   This short hands-on program will explore different nest styles  

  of songbirds. A short hike may follow depending on the weather. 

 

  

 

 

 

April 15  Signs of Spring Hike      11am  
  This 1.5 mile casual, slow paced hike will identify the many signs of spring. 

  This hike is family friendly and suitable for children.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All hikes and programs begin at the Gillette Visitor Center, www.michigan.gov/gillettevc. A state park passport is 

needed for park entry.  For more information on the park passport visit www.michigan.gov/recreationpassport. For more 

information on the programs above please call 231-798-3573 or email the park interpreter, Elizabeth Brockwell-Tillman 

at Brockwell-tillmane@michigan.gov. 

 

GILLETTE SAND DUNE VISITOR CENTER, P.J. HOFFMASTER STATE PARK, 6585 LAKE HARBOR 

RD., MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN 49441, 231-798-3573 OR 231-798-3711. 

http://www.michigan.gov/recreationpassport
mailto:Brockwell-tillmane@michigan.gov
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Spring into Summer Weekend Programs 
Gillette Sand Dune Visitor Center, P.J. Hoffmaster State Park 

 
April 22                       From Our Backdune to Your Backyard   11am 
                                     Join us on this interactive hike in celebration of Earth Day. We will  

explore unique characteristics of  backdune trees and compare them to  

those you find at home. Forest health  issues and forest pests will be    

highlighted.  This one mile hike through the wooded dunes is suitable to  

children and their families. Meet @ the Visitor Center. 

 

April 29                       Outdoor Skills Clinic- Wildflowers of the Wooded Dunes 9am-3pm 
                               This all day comprehensive workshop presented by Craig Elston will cover woodland   

plant  identification, the beneficial attributes of these plants, and their relationships with 

other organisms. Some native plant gardening will also be covered.  The fee for this 

workshop is     $50. It includes lunch and materials. Registration can be completed online at  

                          www.michigan.gov/osa. Registration is required. 

                                      

Forest Discovery Hike      11 am 
           Explore the forest community of  Hoffmaster State Park and  learn about  

                our challenges with forest health and pest issues.  This interactive hike will  

                                             cover about 1.5 miles. Meet @the Visitor Center.  

 

May 6  Birds and Blooms of Hoffmaster State Park   9am 
This 2.5 mile hike will introduce you  to a variety of  park birds, habitats and blooming 

plants. Bring your binoculars or use one of ours. Meet park interpreter Don at the Visitor 

Center parking lot. 

 

May 13  Woodland Wildflower Hike     10am 
  This short one mile hike will introduce participants to woodland wildflowers 

  in bloom.  Meet at the Visitor Center. 

 

May 20  Nature’s Recyclers       10am 
Imagine life without decomposition… We will explore how nature recycles by using mechanical 

and/or  chemical processes of breaking down organic matter!  This program is kid friendly and 

includes a short  hike.  Meet at the Visitor Center. 

 
   

   

 
Visit us at  www.michigan.gov/gillettevc. A state park passport is needed for park entry.  For more information on the 

park passport visit www.michigan.gov/recreationpassport. For more information on the programs above please call 231-

798-3573 or email the park interpreter, Elizabeth Brockwell-Tillman at Brockwell-tillmane@michigan.gov 

 

GILLETTE SAND DUNE VISITOR CENTER, P.J. HOFFMASTER STATE PARK, 6585 LAKE HARBOR 

RD., MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN 49441, 231-798-3573 OR 231-798-3711. 
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