Union Lake Property Acquisition Public Meeting Minutes
December 1, 2010
7:00 p.m.—-9:00 p.m.
Commerce Township Hall

Department of Natural Resources and Environment (DNRE) attendees:
Luba Sitar

Paul Yauk

Vicki Anthes

Kristen Bennett

Jordan Byelich

John Terpstra

Andrew Haapala

Jodi Nieschulz

Anthony Casasanta

Public attendees: 89 people

7:00 p.m. = 7:30 p.m.: Welcome, introductions and agenda overview provided by Luba Sitar.
Recreation Passport cards and an overview of the program were also provided by Luba Sitar.
PowerPoint presentation of the proposed land acquisition provided by Luba Sitar, Paul Yauk, Jordan
Byelich, and Kristen Bennett.

7:30 p.m. —9:00 p.m.: Question and Answer Session.

Public attendee:

: Regarding replacing 32 parking spaces, there would be no additional parking spaces added?

Yes, 32 parking spaces

: Is this definite that no more than 32 spaces would ever be put in?

No, we are not able to predict what future management will do.

: Regarding the township’s “option to purchase,” what is the timeline?

90 days

Comment/Question: That end of the lake is shallow, so the area will have to be dredged. | (speaker)
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would be okay with only the 32 parking spots. Dunville property had been for sale for quite awhile.
Why was it not purchased three years ago for a higher price? The property would have been enough
room for the 32 spaces and then the Aggressive Marina would not have had to be purchased.

A: The purchase was complicated.

Q: What will happen to the old lot. Would it be purchased by Oakland County for road improvements?
A: The parking lot will be put up for sale as surplus. We would like the launch side to be kept as green
space.

Q: What will stop boats from launching and then parking in commercial parking lots in the area?



A: There will be an attendant on site during busy times that will only allow 32 boats to be launched. If
one boat leaves, then one boat will be allowed in.

Robert Kline, lives on Union Lake:

Comments: There is a lot of partying going on in the bay at the sandbar. There is a lot of trash in the
water. Boats need to travel counterclockwise around the bay. With the launch at the Aggressive Marina
property, boaters will have more access to alcohol at the local bars and liquor stores. There are 3 bars
within walking distance and a party store across the street. Many people, who live on the lake, use the
boat launch once in the spring and once in the fall. What about the wildlife in the bay? | kayak in the
bay and 20 feet from shore | am hitting bottom. You bought a piece of property that was not big
enough.

Bill West, lives on Union Lake:

Comments/Question: The new property is a debris field right now. With the extra space, are you going
to increase the parking spaces to 64?

A: We are not trying to increase parking spaces. We are replacing the 32 spaces at the old site with 32
spaces at the new site.

Comment: The entrance to the new site should be at the north end of the property. The Wise Rd/Union
Lake Rd intersection is busy enough as it is.

A: The site concepts that were presented were rough conceptual layouts to show possible ways to have
the boat launch lay out. This is not the final layout.

Q: Will the designs be available at the NRC meeting on December 9.

A: No.

Julie Lablache, lives on Union Lake:

Q: The launch could be run by Commerce Township or Oakland County?

A: Local municipalities are given the option to run local launches. Commerce Township and Oakland
County have said they do not want to run it.

Q: Will there be docks available to rent?

A: No.

Q: Is it possible in the future the state will sell part of the area for development for condos?

A: No.

Comment: Some have fought to stop Union Lake Road from becoming a five lane road. It would ruin
the area.

Dale Mahrle, lives on Union Lake and represents the Union Lake Shores Association:

Q: Is there definitely an agreement with the seller?

A: We have a signed option.

Q: What happens if you don’t exercise the option? Will you lose money?

A: If we don’t exercise it, then we don’t get the property. No money is lost.

Q: Do you have to abide by the local zoning for the property? It is my understanding that the lakefront
property is residential.



A: Yes, we have to comply, but zoning regulations are flexible. We are working with Commerce
Township. We have a letter of support from Commerce Township for the boat launch.

Q: What is the maximum number of boats per acre?

A: With the 32 parking spaces, there would be one boat/15 acres. The design guidelines give a range of
one boat/6 acres to one boat/15 acres.

Q: (from audience): Will you go on record that there will only be 32 parking spaces?

A: No

Q: Could there be an agreement between the DNRE and the Association to have a limit of 32 boats
forever?

A: No, we are only going to replace the 32 spaces at the old site with 32 spaces at the new site.
Comment: There are no longer lake patrols from Oakland County Marine Patrol. The Aggressive Marine
site is not cleaned up.

Q: What are “paths of recreation”?

A: Green space, grass, trees. It has not been determined exactly what would go in the green space yet.
Comment: As a group we are supportive of the Aggressive Marine property being developed into a new
launch, but not with the addition of the Dunville Property.

Paul K. lives on Union Lake:

Q: On Farrant Drive, there are empty lots, are they being considered for additional area?

A: There is no intention of going any farther than the Dunville property.

Q: Is there anything the property owners can do to stop the purchase of the Dunville property?
A: Anyone is welcome to attend the NRC meeting on December 9 to share your comments.

Stan Couris, lives on Union Lake:

Q: The Dunville property costs over $600,000. If the money is not coming from taxes, then where is it
coming from?

A: Itis being purchased using the Waterways Fund, which is based on boating fees.

Comment: You have a long way to go to convince this group that there will only be 32 parking spaces.

Randy Sternum, lives on Union Lake:

Comments: | am generally supportive of the new site. What’s going to happen to the green space? |
would like to see landscaping, picnic tables, playgrounds, something to make it attractive. Something
that the community will feel attached to. The current launch site is unsafe.

Joe Viscal:

Comment/Question: Will the old site be open to the public? Do not open the new site to the public,
that way people will not be parking in the business parking lot.

A: The launch attendant will only allow 32 boats in, and then it will be one boat out and one boat in.
Comment (from Dale Mahlre): When there is an attendant there the DNRE does maintain a one in/one
out boat operation.

Steve Smith, lives on Union Lake:



Q: Will there be a beach on the green space area?

A: No, beaches and boats do not mix well together.

Q: Would the parking be only for vehicles with boats?

A: We would have to consider parking needs if the green space became used for more than paths of
recreation.

Kevin Hackster:
Comment: The area in front of the green space is shallow; boaters will pull up and picnic. If the green
space isn’t there, then there would not be space for more than 32 boats to park.

Don Monroe:
Comment: Since the building at Aggressive Marine has been torn down, the noise level on the lake has
increased. | would like to see a barrier to reduce noise levels.

Mark Miller, lives on Union Lake:

Q: If you don’t get the extra property will you be going forward with the Aggressive Marine and the 21
parking spots?

A: The 21 parking spaces is a rough number, it may be more or less. Yes, we would move forward.
Q: There are only going to be 32 parking spaces?

A: We are not interested in adding more than 32 parking spaces. We want boaters to have a quality
recreational experience; we do not want to make it worse.

Q: What is the timeline for this?

A: The development could be delayed. We currently have to fill vacant positions due to the recent
State retirement incentive. It would not be next summer, but possibly the summer after (2012).

Q: Is the transcript of this meeting available to them?

A: We will make it available to you, possibly on-line.

Julie Rogers:

Q: What is the timeline to remove the piers?

A: We will have them out this summer.

Q: Will you promise to maintain a green (buffer) space?

A: We can’t make that promise. We would like to give you a quality recreation experience. The old site
is run down, where the new site will be more attractive.

Q: With the Dunville property, what would be the total acreage and maximum parking density?

A: Approximately 4 acres. Haven’t looked into parking density; we were only looking at replacing the 32
parking spaces.

Dave O. lives on Union Lake:

Q: With the new ramp and dredging, what are the guidelines for the size of boats?

A: The launches and parking spaces are designed for a 26 foot boat. 95% of boats registered in
Michigan are 26 feet in length or less.



Comment/Question: The bigger boats get on the lake and go 70+ mph. They can’t see the water and it
is dangerous.

A: The new site will have improvements, such as an authorized vehicle parking space. This would
include use by law enforcement, emergency vehicles, and staff.

Rosanne Picosine:

Comment: Change isn’t easy. The new plans are nice. With the marina gone, it eliminates 50+ boats.
You don’t have to cross the road. We have to give the DNRE a little bit of trust that they will be
replacing 32 with 32 spaces. They will replace 32 spaces with 32 spaces and we got rid of 50 boats from
the marina. The land will be developed properly and maintained.

Evan Connel, boat repair shop owner:

Q: Where will funding for the dredging come from?

A: Michigan State Waterways Fund — boater fees.

Q: Will there be a permanent parking attendant?

A: There will be an attendant at busy times. If you see that the launch is busy and there is not an
attendant, call Andy Haapala at Proud Lake Recreation Area, and we will look into getting more staff.

Scott Litter, lives on Union Lake:

Comment: The new site is an eye sore right now; | would like to see trees or a berm.

Speaker’s question to the audience: Who does not agree to acquisition, if they can’t promise only 32
parking spaces? Note, over half the audience raised their hand

Carol Wagner:

Comment: Is supportive of the boat size limit. Swan nesting site is north of the proposed boat launch.
A: The swans are nesting there because it is good nesting habitat. The old site could become good
nesting habitat as well. Mute swans are invasive. Trumpeter swans are not.

Deb Woodbeck:

Comment: There will be access to more alcohol. More pedestrians will be crossing the road to get food
and alcohol. The bay is calm and the best place to water ski, with the launch that will be gone. The
marina boats are not gone; they are being kept on other, private lake properties.

Jane, lives on Union Lake:

Q: Will there be an environmental impact study on the wildlife (before you purchase the property)?
A: No, we will confer with our Wildlife Specialist and take into consideration what they have to say.
Part of the development plan is to work with our Stewardship department.

Mark Miller:

Q: Can you limit the size of the boat going on the lake?

A: If they don’t fit into the parking space, then they cannot go on the lake
Q: Can we launch a 30’ pontoon?



A: We will have to look into that

Q: What are the hours for the launch?

A: The launch is closed from 11:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m. We could possibly look into getting an automatic
gate for incoming traffic.

Dale Mahrle:

Q: On busy days, the sand bar is packed and other boats cannot get by. Are there any studies for
traffic?

A: No

Q: Any resources for a study? The north side, where the sand bar is, gets congested and boats can only
travel on the south side.

A: We can look into that. Dredging will be involved in the development.

Stan, lives on Union Lake by the old launch site:
Comment: | am going to miss the launch site, because all of the boaters slow down by the launch. Now
everything will slow down at the new site.

Ralph, lives on Union Lake on the peninsula:

Comment: Boats speed up at the same place, causing erosion. This is currently near my house. This will
shift to another area.

A: To address boat operations on the lake, you can have meetings for lake regulations with law
enforcement.

Margie Carrol:

Q: If you're not committed to 32 parking spaces, who's in charge to make it definite and how do we
contact them.

A: Contact the Director of the DNRE, Rebecca Humphries. Her contact information is on the DNRE
website. (Phone: 517-373-7917, Mailing Address: Department of Natural Resources and Environment,
P.0O. Box 30473, Lansing, Ml 48909). On December 9, the Natural Resource Commission (NRC) will
meet in Lansing. The public is welcome to attend and comment. The Dunville parcel is on the agenda.
(There was some discrepancy about the meeting location being either at the Lansing Center or at the
MSU Diagnostic Center. Attendees were advised to go the DNRE website to confirm meeting locations
and times. On December 10, the Michigan State Waterways Commission (MSWC) meets in Lansing.
The public is welcome to attend and comment.

Q: What does DNRE stand for?

A: Department of Natural Resources and Environment

Comment: | would like to see the site entrance go to the north, not south of the site by the light.

Robert Kline:

Comment: Don’t buy the Dunville property. We know how many spaces can fit at the Aggressive
Marine.

Speaker’s question to the audience: Show of hands who would like to see just the Aggressive Marine
property developed? Note, about half raised their hand.



Speaker’s question to the audience: Show of hands who would like to see the Aggressive Marine plus
Dunville properties developed? Note, about ten people raised their hand.

Randy Stern:

Comment: I'm against just the Aggressive marina property being developed. The Dunville property will
still be for sale, which could be developed into condos, and would add more boats to the lake. We can
work with the DNRE and not have it developed [by others for housing].

Public attendee:
Comment: I'm against just the marina [property]. It is better to work with the DNRE. Commerce
Township doesn’t work with us.

Public attendee:

Q: What is the typical size of the parking space?

A: Minimum 10’ x 40’, possibly 10’ x 45’. We are replacing 32 parking spaces at the old site with 32
parking spaces at the new site.

Public attendee:
Comment: The bay is 3'to 5’ deep. When the boats speed up they leave ruts, which will now be in the
bay. The bay will not look good from March to November.

Public attendee:

Q: What time are the other meetings? Will there be other topics?

A: Go to the DNRE website for times. Generally the NRC meeting of the whole begins about 3:00pm.
Yes there will be other topics.

Public attendee:
Q: Could the green space area be designated as a wetland area?
A: That will be determined by a study. We would like the old launch site to be turned into a green space.

Public attendee:

Could Commerce Township purchase the old site?

We will like to keep the waterfront site as green space. The parking lot will be sold.

East of Union Lake Road?

Will be kept as green space.

Could a walkway be put in at the old launch (along Union Lake Road)?

We can look at that.

Is there a timeline to tear up the old launch?

Once the new launch opens, plans will be started to turn the old launch into green space.
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Meeting conclusion: Meeting attendees were provided with DNRE staff contact information (on the
PowerPoint screen). Handouts were provided with NRC and MSWC December meeting information.
Numerous attendees remained after the meeting to ask questions or discuss concerns or options. All
participants had left the building by 9:30 p.m.



