MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOUCES

INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION

July 5, 2013

TO: Michigan State Waterways Commission
FROM; Ron Olson, Chief, Parks and Recreation Division

SUBJECT: July 12, 2013 Special Meeting Packet; "
Potential Eagle Lake Land Acquisition Process Update (Located in Cass County)

Process Plan:

1. Following the special Waterways Commission meeting on July 12, 2013, a recommendation will be sent to the
Director regarding the land acquisition. If the land is recommended for purchase, the appropriate real estate memo
will be sent and posted on the Natural Resources Commission (NRC) agenda for the August 8, 2013 meeting for
Directoi’s action.

2. An offer will be prepared and as soon as the Director’s approval is completed, confirmation will be sent to the bank,
August 8, 2013, to comply with the option.

3. Closing on the property would occur not later than September 15, 2013.

Attached at the end of the memo is a full background packet that was reviewed at the June 21, 2013 Waterways
Commission meeting,

The following actions have taken place since this date:
Land option and status:

The 9.62 acre (Dock Property) parcel is controlled by 1* Source Bank as a foreclosure. The bank has approved an extension
to the original option to allow the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) until August 8, 2013 to make a formal offer, and
close on the property no later than September 15, 2013,

Key process steps:

On May 30, 2013, the Parks and Recreation Division (PRD) staff held a public open house in Edwardsburg, Michigan
regarding acquisition of the Dock Property on Eagle Lake in Cass County.

¢ The Department collected public comments at the May 30 open house, and planning staff have responded to these
comments. The stakeholders have been informed that the comments and responses have been posted to the DNR
website at www.michigan.gov/boating,

¢ On June 21, 2013, a Michigan State Waterways Commission Meeting was held where this land acquisition request
was reviewed and public comments heard. Action was delayed pending further review of the public comments and
other clarifications.
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¢ A special meeting of the Waterways Commission in response to the option deadlines that will be held in Lansing on
July 12, 2013, to hear additional public comments and act on a resolution associated with the acquisition.

e Parks and Recreation Division will make a presentation to the Cass County Road Commission on July 18, 2013
regarding this acquisition, as the county road bisects the parcel, to assure their support.

o  Parks and Recreation Division has submitted a preliminary site plan application to be placed on the agenda for the
next Ontwa Township Planning Commission Meeting to be held on August 7, 2013, The purpose is to insure that
the site plan meets the zoning requirements. The zoning language does, if this use and the zoning administrator
advised that he believes the project complies,

e The plan is to have the acquisition proposal on the August 8, 2013 Michigan Natural Resources Comimission
agenda. All of the appropriate updates from the above process will be available related to the final recommendation
regarding the acquisition. If the Director’s approval is secured, a formal offer will be sent electronically to the bank
foliowing the NRC meeting on August 8, 2013.

Note: It should be noted that after the July 12 meeting, there will have been three Michigan State Waterways Commission
meetings where this land acquisition has been discussed publically.

ATTACHMENTS
Attached for reference are the following documents:
Exclusive Option to Buy Land
Memo to Michigan State Waterways Commission regarding Eagle Lake proposed Acquisition
Resolution 06-2013-01
Map of Site Location
Conceptual Site Layout of Eagle Lake Land Acquisition
Zoning Ordinance
Eagle Lake Land Acquisition Public Comments
Letter to Waterways Commission from attorney
Letter of support for Ontwa Township
. Letter of support from Cass County Road Commission
. Petition in support with 342 signatures

—S 0 RN LW~

—_

ce: Steve Sutton, DNR
Vicki Anthes, PRD
Paul Yauk, PRD
Jordan Byelich, PRD
Roland Johnson, PRD



JUN-24-2013 12:p4 15T SOURCE Bank P.g1

EXCLUSIVE OPTION TO BUY LAND WITH
PROVISION FOR ACCEPTANCE ADDENDUM

This ADDENDUM TO THE EXCLUSIVE OPTION TO BUY LAND WITH

PROVISION FOR ACCEPTANCE, signed by 1 Soutce Bank (hereinafier called the
“Vendor"), dated March 26, 2013 for the [and commonly known ag The Dock more completely

described in “Altachment A, seis forth the following changes agreed to by both {he Vendor and
the Depariment of Natura! Resources For The State of Michigan (hereinafter culled the “State™).

1. The State shall have until August 8, 2013 to accept the terms of the subjeot opn’on;
2. The State shall be required {0 close on the purchase on or before September 15, 2013,

3. All other terms and conditions remain unchanged,

‘Mhis Addendum shall be binding wpon and inure to the benefit of the parties, their successors and
assigns,

SELLER: 157 SOURCE BANK

By:%}_ﬁﬁu@ﬂ?m;____‘# Date ;‘;g,u [4A
Witnessed |
Date (212} ’ ,_5

BUYERTDEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES FOR THE STATE OF MICHIGAN

T L, ot oue_6/25/03

Datcé‘ég[ /5

Witnessed






STATE OF MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
LANSING

KEITH CREAGH

RICK SNYDER
GOVERNOR DIRECTOR

TO:

June 19, 2013

Michigan State Waterways Commission

FROM: Ronald A. Olson, Chief, Parks and Recreation Division

SUBJECT: Eagle Lake Land Proposed Acquisition for access site

Statué and Process

" Attached for your review for future consideration is a resolution to recommend the - -
purchase of 9.62 acres of land located on Eagle Lake in Southwest Michigan. The lake
is nearly 380 acres, and has connecting waterways to three smaller lakes, totaling 461
acres.” Currently, there are no public boating access sites (BAS). There does exist a
private launch and one road ending access point on Eagle Lake. ‘

Background
One goal of the State Waterways Program is to provide public boating access to

Michigan's lakes and streams.

Currently, there are over 1,100 boating access sites statewide on Michigan’s lakes and
streams.

The

9.62 acre parcel hecame available through a bank on a foreclosure. Our policy is

to have our local district staff recommend locations for potential acquisition if it would
create public boating access to key lakes and other waterways. The bank contacted the

DNR asking if we were interested in the property.

£33

Proc

Publ

ic Act 210 requires the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to contact the local

units of government to determine if they would be interested in purchasing and
operating a BAS.

Proc

1.

2.
3

ess for considering BAS acquisitions.
The site is assessed to determine if it is feasible to create boating access to the

waterways.
Zoning is reviewed to ensure that a public boating access site is feasible,
. Ensure that the land could be developed in compliance with environmental

requirements.
Collaborate with local units of government, such as the road commission, to

ensure there is support for the concept.
Hold a public inpuf session to enable the public to learn about the proposal and

to provide comments, suggestions, and questions.
Address the public input, respond to the comments, and consider the public’s
input in the proposal. '

STEVENS T. MASON BUILDING » 530 WEST ALLEGAN STREET » P.O. BOX 30028 « LANSING, MICHIGAN 48209-7528
wwaw.michigan.gov/dne « (517) 373-2329
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7. Respond back to the public and consider the proposal with the Michigan State
Waterways Commission for their assessment, and ultimate recommendation to

the Department regarding the planned acquisition.

Status
Following the public open house held May 30, 2013, the staff prepared the attached

summary of public comments. Also, a ietter has been received from the attorney
representing the Eagle Lake Improvement Association expressing concern over the

zoning and other related matters.

The zoning details were reviewed (see attachment) that identifies the zoning as Lake
Residential. This zoning does permit "Parks” within the zone.

There has been support for the access site if we are open to park amenities on the land.

A petition was sighed locally by 342 individuals in support of acquiring land that would
provide public boating access to Eagle Lake and the chain-of-lakes.

The privately owned land has been used for over 50 years to launch boats and to
access the lake. This has resulted in unregulated parking problems in the area.

Recommendation

1. Postpone action on land acquisition.
2. Waterways Commission assign the matter o the facility subcommittee to work

with staff further to review the public comments and to discuss options for a

conceptual site plan.
Subcommittee and staff continue the communication between the stakeholders

to seek a consensus plan to move forward.
Recommend a plan of action at a future Michigan State Waterways Commission

regarding the feasibility of acquiring the land.
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Attachments

cc.

SIS

Location Map
Concept Plan
Zoning definitions
Public open house notes
Letters from
a. Attorney
b. Township

—.—.c.-Road Commission“ - . . T ..

Eagle Lake Improvement Association
Ontwa Township

Cass County Road Commission

Painter Juno Christiania Lakes Association
DNR Parks and Recreation

DNR Real Estate Section
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RESOLUTION NO. 06-2013-01

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR ACQUISITION OF LAND ON EAGLE LAKE,
CASS COUNTY, FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A BOATING ACCESS SITE

Whereas the Michigan State Waterways Cominission provides advice to the Department
on financial and technical issues related to boating facility acquisition, development, and

operation;

Whereas the Department providés recommendations to the legislature for the
appropriation of funds to the Department under the Waterways Program for the

Whereas the Waterways Program provides funding for the acquisition,
design/development, operation, and maintenance of boating facilities;

Whereas the Waterways Program recommends acquisition of land on Eagle Lake for
development of a public boating access site.

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Michigan State Waterways Commission supports the
acquisition of land on Eagle Lake in Cass County for development of a boating access

site.

Submitted by: Ron Olson, Chief, Parks and Recreation Division
A

Date: Friday, June 21, 2013
(POSTPONED)

acquisition, devclopment, and operation of boating facilities; .
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“The Dock Property”

Eagle Lake
Cass County, Mi

Waterways Program
Parks and Recreation Division
Michigan Depariment of Naiural Resources







Eagle Lake Land A:cqmsition — Conceptual Site Layout

Site/Park Features (Conceptual)
T g ) - g \ RS Boat.ﬂamps"_(z) R IR B T

Maneuver Areas (2)
Parking for vehicles with trailers

» Eagle Lake (estimate 25)

+ Channel (estimate 10)
Fishing Pond

+ Access Pier

+ Vehicle Parking (estimate 10}
Toilet Facility
Natural Areas/Buffers

Shelter Building

Boat Washing Station

ADA Compliance

NOTE: The layout Is conceptual in nature. Through the design pracess changes may oceur
Waterways Program that differ from what is shown in this draft. The development process will include working
Parks and Recreation Division with local units of government and gathering public comment to develop a fina! design.
Michlgan Dapartment of Natural Resourcas .
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Oniwa Township accepts no vesponsibiify jor the enforcement of private deed vestiictions or covenants as the Onuwve Township

Zoning Ordinance does not apply to such deed restrictions or covenants.

for a principal use and accessory uses, together with such open spaces as are required by this

Ordinance.

(a) Area, Lot - The total area encompassed within the lines of a parcel or piece of property,

excluding street or road rights-ofways.

(L) Corner Lot - A lot located at the intersection of two (2) or more streets where the corner
interior angle, formed by the intersection of the center lines of the streets, is one hundred
thirty-five (135) degrees or less, or a lot abutting upon a curved street or streets if tangents to
the curve at the two (2) points where the lot lines meet the centerline curve form an interior

angle of one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees or less.

{c) _ Depth, Lot - The distance between the front and the rear lot lines, measured along the

median between the side lot lines. -

(d) Double Frontage Lot - Any lot, excluding a corner lot, “;hi;:fl fronts on two (2) streets which

do not intersect.

{e) Width, Lot - The continuous distance between the side lot lines, measured at the minimum
building setback line and at right angles to the lot depth.

SECTION 2.32. MANUFACTURED HOME. A dwelling which is transportable in one (1) or
more sections, that is built on a permanent chassis, and designed to be used as a dwelling with or

“without permanent foundation, when connected to the required utilities and includes the
plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and electrical systems contained therein and is installed by a
Michigan Licensed Manufactured home dealér or Michigan Licensed Manufactured home installer
as required by Michigan statute, and administrative rules promulgated thereunder.

SECTION 2.33. MANUFACTURED HOUSING COMMUNITY. A use which is a parcel of
land under the control of a person upon which three or more manufactured homes are located on
a continual, non-recreational basis and which is offered to the public for that purpose regardless of
whether a charge is made therefore, together with any building, structure, enclosure, street,
equipment, or facility used or intended for use incidental to the  occupancy of a manufactured
home and which is not intended for use as a temporary manufactured home or trailer,

SECTION 2.34. MOTEL. A building or group of buildings on'the same lot, whether detached or
in connected rows, containing sleeping or dwelling units which may or may not be independently
accessible from the outside with garage or parking space located on the lot and designed for, or
occupied by, travelers. The term shall include any building or building groups designated as motor
lodges, transient cabins, or by any other title intended to identify them as providing lodging, with
or without meals, for compensation on a transient basis.

SECTION 2.35. MOTOR VEHICLE. Every vehicle which is self-propelled.
SECTION 2.36. PARK. A noncommercial, notfor-profic facility designed to serve the recreation

needs of the community, designed primarily as an outdoor, open space for passive or active use,
An improved park typically includes ancillary constructed or installed facilities, such as playground

L7 Definitions

Onewa Township Zening Ordinance
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Oniva Township accepts no responsibility for the enforcement of private deed vestvictions or covenants as the Onnwa Township

Zoning Ordinance does not apply to such deed restrictions or covenants.

equipment, restrooms or picnic shelters, while an unimproved park may include interpretive
programs and trail systems that take advantage of geological, biological or scenic resources. A park
does not include a commercial establishment or business, whether or not recreation-oriented.

SECTION 2.37. PARKING AREA, SPACE OR LOT. An offstreet open area, the principal use of
which is for the parking of automobiles, whether for compensation or not, or as an accommodation
to clients, customers, visitors, or employees. Parking area shall include access drives within the

actual parking area.

SECTION 2.38. PARKING BAY. A hard surface area adjacent and connected to, but distinct

from, a street intended for parking motor vehicles,

.7 SECTION 2.39. PIER. Concrete posts embedded in the ground to a depth below the frost line at
regular intervals along the longitudinal distance of a manufactured home and intended to serve as
a base for supporting the frame of the manufactured home,

SECTION 2.40. PLANNING COMMISSION, The Ontwa Township Planning Commission,
created by Michigan Public Act 168 of 1959, Sections 125.321 to 12.333 of the Michigan

Compiled Laws. _
SECTION 2.41. PRINCIPAL OR MAIN USE. The primary or predominant use of a lot.

SECTION 2.42. PRIVATE COMMUNICATION ANTENNAS. Private communication
antennas shall mean an apparatus installed outofdoors which is capable of receiving or
transmitting communications for radio and/or television, including satellite dish reception
antennas, amateur radio transmitting and receiving antennas but excluding such antennas as
commercial radio and television and microwave communication towers. Excluded are such other
facilities as have been preempted from Township regulation by applicable State or Federal laws and

regulations.

SECTION 2.43. ROADSIDE MARKET STAND. A temporary building or structure designed or
used for the display and/or sale of agricultural products produced on the premises upon which the
stand is located.

SECTION 2.44. COMMERCIAL ROADSIDE MARKET STAND. A temporary building or

structure designed or used for the display and/or sale of agricultural products not produced on the
premises upon which the stand is located. (As Amended 8/12/02)

SECTION 2.45. SECTIONAL HOME. A dwelling made of two or more modular units factory
fabricated and transported to the home site where they are put on a foundation and joined to

make a single home,

SECTION 2.46. SIGN. Any object, device, or structure or part thereof situated outdoors or
indoors which is used to advertise, identify, display, direct, or attract attention to an object, person,
institution, organization, business, product, service, event, or location by any means, including
words, letters, figures, design, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination, or projected images.

(7)

Dehinitions

Ontwa Towmship Zoning Ordinance -8



Ontiwa Tounship accepts no vesponsibility for the enforcement of private deed vestvicrons or covenants a5 the Onrwa Toumship

Zoning Ordinance does not apply to such deed restricrions or covenants,

ARTICIE VIl

LAKE RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT "L-R"

SECTION 8.01. DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE. It is the intent of this Ordinance to
designate certain portions of the township for single family dwellings. It is further the intent of
this ordinance ‘that uses within this area be located to protect the water quality, fish and wildlife

resources, scenic and aesthetic qualities, and recreational values.

SECTION 8.02. USE REGULATIONS. In the "L'R" District, no land or buildings shall be used,

and no buildings or structures shall be erected or COHVCIted for any use or under any Londmon

--other than the following:—

(a) Single family dwellings with a garage, as regulated in Seccion 3.26.
{b) Home occupations, as regulated in Section 5.02(h).

(c) Signs, as regulated in Article XIX.

{d) Pump houses, provided they shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in ared and not be of
a height exceeding three (3) feet above ground level; and they shall be located not closer

than ten (10) feet to any side lot line.

@ Parks and community. centers, provided the site plan is approved by the Planning

Commission in accordance with Article XV1,
H Accessory buildings, as regulated in Section 3.21,

SECTION 8.03, HEIGHT REGUILATIONS, No building or structure shall exceed thirey- five
(35) feet in height or two and one half (2 1/2) stories.

SECTION 8.04. AREA REGULATIONS. No building or structure, nor any enlargement

thereof, shall be hereafter erected except in conformance with the following yard and lot area

requirements:

{2) Front Yard - There shall be a front yard of no less than thirtyfive (35) feet, except for lots
 located on a lake or stream, in which case the minimum required front yard setback shall
equal the average depth of existing front yards on developed lots within two hundred (200)

feet of either side of the subject lot, but in no case shall it be less than thirtyfive (35) feet.

An accessory building shall not be permitted in the front yard, except as provided in

Section 8.02.

{b) Side Yard - There shail be two side yards totaling at least twenty (20) feet and no side yard
shall be less than six (6) feet; provided, however, that when a side lot line adjoins a strect, a

Ontwa Tovnship Zoning Ordinance ‘ VIIL1 Lalke Residential District



Ontwa Township aceepts ne vesponsibility for the enforcement of private deed vestsictions or covenants as the Ontwa Toumship

Zoning Ordinance does not apply to such deed restricrions or covenanis,

(c}

(d)

(e)
{f)

(@

minimum yard of fifteen (15) feet is required. For all other types of principal buildings,
minimum side yards of twenty-five (25) feet on each side are required.

Rear Yard - There shall be a rear yard of at least thirty (30) feet. Wheve the lot is located on
a lake or stream, the street frontage is considered to be the rear yard; in such case, accessory
buildings are permitted thirty (30) feet from the street rightofway. In the case of a lot
located on a lake or stream, the minimum required rear yard setback may be reduced o
twenty (20), feet, where it is demonstrated that such reduction in the setback would be
commensurately matched with a ten (10) foot increase in the setback from the shoreline.

Lot Area - There shall be a lot area of at least twelve thousand (12,000) square feet;
provided that where public or community sewer is installed, the lot area may be reduced to

~— nine thousand, six hundred (9,600) square feet and provided the new or existing home is ..~

connected to the sewer. {As Amended 8/12/02)
Lot Width - The minimum lot width at the setback line shall be eighty (80) feet.

Floor Area - There shall be minimum floor area of one thousand (1,000} square feet.
Dwellings having more than one story shall have a ground floor area of at least seven

hundred (700) square feet.

Storm-related run-off water from roofs, downspouts, and any paved surface cannot
discharge directly into a lake or stream.

SECTION 8.05. CROSS REFERENCES, ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS,

(a) For Section 8.02. Use Regulations, see also:

(1) Section 3.03. Continuation of Existing Uses.

WA Section 3.08. Essential Services,

3 Section 3.09. Powerlines and Pipelines.

(4) Section 3.10. Principal Use,

5 Section 3.16. Basement Dwellings.

6) Section 3.17. Keeping of Pets and Livestock.

(7 Section 3.18. Trailers or Manufactured homes.

(8) Section 3.19. Home Occupations,

9 Section 3.20. Control of Heat, Glare, Fumes, Dust, Noise, Vibration, and Odors.

{10)  Section 3.21. Accessory Buildings and Structures. '

(11)  Section 3.22. Private Swimming Pools.

(12)  Section 3.23, Truck Parking and Stovage.

(13)  Section 3.25. Garage and Yard Sales,

(14)  Section 3.27. Private Communication Antennas.

(15)  Section 3.32 AntiFunnel/Anti-Keyholing. {(As amended June 11, 2007)
b) For Section 8.03. Height Regulations, see also:

Ontwa Township Zoning Ordinance -
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Lake Residential District



Ontwa Township acceprs ne responsibility for the enforcement of private deed vestictions or covenants as the Ontwa Township

Zaning Ordinance does not apply to such deed restricrions or covenants,

(c)

(d)
{e)
0

YT "Section 3.27. Private Comintinication Antennas, - 7

(1) Section 3.07. Height Exceptions.

(2) Section 3.13. Fences and Walls.

(3) Section 3.21. Accessory Buildings and Structures.
(4} Section 3.27. Private Communication Antennas.

For Section 8.04. Area Regulations, see also:

(1) Section 3.06. Area, Frontage, and Use Conditions.
(2) Section 3.11. Lots Having Frontage on Two Streets,
3 Section 3.21. Accessory Buildings and Structures.
(4) Section 3.22. Private Swimming Pools.

{5) Section 3.24. Yard Requirements.

(6} Section 3.26. Residential Dwellings, Generally.

See also Article XVII. Parking and Loading Space.

See also Article XVIII. Nonconforming Uses, Buildings and Structures.

See also Article XIX. Signs.

Ontwa Township Zoning Ordinance VI3
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Public Comments and MDNR Responses

Eagle Lake Land Acquisition

To sireamline the amount of Information collecled, Information was reviewed and efforts were made

to remove repetifive comments, personal Information, simple declaralions of for or against, oplnlons

on the comment gathering process, and analogles related to comments, The Intent of this document
Is to present collected comments and questions that are specific to the land under review as well as

fesues directly related to the land under review.

TOPIC 1~ Lake Information: Lake Use: Carrying Capacity

Comment/Guestion:

L]
*
L]

- & & w»

When condcling a carrylng capacily analysls for developmenl was It to the watars edges?

When conduciing a carryling capacity analysis for development did it include no wake zones?

When conducting a carrying capacily analysis for development did it Include 100 feet from plers, rafts
or swim area?

When condueling a carrying capaclly analysis for development did fl include channels?

When conducling a carrying capacily analysls for development did it Include Chyistiana, Juno or
Palnler?

When conducling a carrying capacily analysls for development was lhe depth considered? The

average depth is 9 feet. The 35 fest is only 2% of the lake,
Already too many boats on Eagle Lakeé wilh Bass icurnamenl, saflboat racing, and many recreational

boals,
Lake is very shallow and will get clullered up more with the addition of more boats.

With so many boals it will be very dangerous o be on the lake.

Want lake taken care of and nol ambushed with more boals,
Capacily of the lake Is already at lts maximum, This additional usage wlill result in water cleanliness

and salety Issues,

41 parking spaces far loo many.

Concerned about number of boals added to Christlana Lake.

Eagle Lake Is a small, shallow lake with large boating denslly already. Adding more boat trafflc
without land ownership to support it will degrade the lake. This proposal would add dangsrous trafflc

to an already busy lake (whera pubific access already exists),
Concarn with iake carrying capaclity {salling club history of lake).

Can Eagle handle more boats In Lake?
We do not have the minlmum square miles even to have the stale pul in a public access.

Our lake already has the maximum number of boats per acre of lake, We don'l need more boats
intruding.

Woe already have a hlgh numbar of boats on the lake for its size of only approx, 379 acres, adding 41
parking spaces will cause unusual irafflc congestion on Eagle Lake road which Is already crowded

along the publle swimining beach,

Rev. 6/18/2013
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¢ This lake Is loo small to permil 25 lool hoals
This lake is much to small lo have a significant Increase In boat tralllc.
Eagle Is not a deep lake ~ only 2% is 30-35 feet deep — the rest Is 10 feet and under, The east end
_ of the lake, where the launch wiil be Is very shallow - 4-5 feel on average,
For 64% of Ihe lake, the average deplh Is fess than 10 feel. Thls means thal boats can'l spread out
over lhat entire 379 acres, but have to crowd Into the deeper areas.
Eagle Lake is heavlly used — upwards of 85 sallboats plus 300-400 resident boals. Anolher 40 or

more boals Is a real safety concern!
Cass Counly Is the smallest of lhe neighboring counties and we now have 22 public access sites.

More are not needed,
Carrylng capacity esltimaies range from 5-15 acres per boa! per one study found, [n considering lake
acreage or boaling there should be a 100 foot buffer from docks, and area less than 3 {eef deep
should be excluded. Even if we consider the enlire Eagle Lake al 380 acre, at 10 acres per boal, a
40 boal addition would by lisell excead the carrying capacily of Eagle Lake. We can and should
work these numbers for type of boal, acreage excluded, using other estimates of capacity, elc.

" At peak times (weakands, especlally hollday weekends) the lake Is overcrowded, Even though
carrylng capacily cannot be measured precisely, It seems critical to consider,
Restrict use to the lyps of aclivily such as a family in a low powered boat enjoying fishing.
There would sesm {o be no way io fimil the aclivily once you make the slig, It is all comers.
The current plan with 41 proposed parking spaces seems way oo blg for this lake, Most of the traffle
will go to Eagle Lake, as the channel to the PJC chaln Is not navigable by any but small cralt,
Eagla Lake is a small lako, only 379 acres, and very shallow, Concerned about the number of boals
this will add to an already very busy lake,
Public has always had access to Eagle Lake and not saying they should nol have accass as ihey
have had In the past. It becomes a public safety concern when the carrylng capaclly of the lake Is
not sufficient to handle a larger number of boats, Development of this new DNR access point to

Eagle Lake coniributes to the safety cancern.

Response!: )
v’ Per lhe Public Trust Docirine It Is the public's righl, whether a lakefront owner or visilor to a body of
waler, to se of those public walers in the Slate of Michigan, including Fagio Lake.

v Although Il has been Indlcaled thal a large quanlily of walercraft are owned by riparlans alone,
observallons have nol ideniified an overly ulllized lake or the pofentlal for this lo occur alter
acqulsiffon and development of a public boating access site, The Michigan Depariment of Natural -
Resources (MDNR) suggests that while mosi riparlans may own multiple watercrafl, less than 100%
of them are used af any given period, '

v MDNR guidelines Idenllly up to tweniy-five (25) vehicle/iraller parking spaces per boat launch ramp
fane. The parking space quantilles are based on a deslgn guideline of a minimum of one parking
space per 15 waler surface acres. MDNR also conslders, among others, size of parcel, lopography,
exisfing shoreline development, existing vegetalion, soil condilfons, configuration of the sile, and
vegelalive buffers when laylng out a slfe. At Eagle Lake, given thal the project has nol yet been
designed or englneered we cannot define a specific amount of parking spaces.

v Any lake, regardiess of ils size, offers different boating experlences, both in terms of recreation and
ifs nalural resources. As one of the largesi lakes In Cass Counly, Eagle Lake offers a great varlely of
boaling experlences, and more opporunily than smaller lakes. This Includes us by an array of
recreational boallng vessels from canoes and kayaks o fishing boals and sallboals. The use
patierns of these various lypes of vessels also are nol consisient, and can vary based on the fime of
day, the season, fishing conditions, weather, Individual boaler preference for boaling, and other
factors, This inconsisiency creates conflict when altempling lo determine a specific capacily for such
a fluctualing waler recreatfon system. To quole from a document litted “Recrealional Boaling
Carrying Gapacily: A Framework for Managing Infand Lakes,” from the proceedings of a workshop
held at Michigan Stale Universily on August 23, 1995, it states “Many recreatlon studies have
deferminad that there are wide varialions In people’s perceptions.of crowding, and simple counls of
the number or densilles of users do nol correlate very well with these perceptions.”
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The properly has been the focallon of a latinch for 50 years, and If has had upwards of 70 vehicles
with Irallers In the parking lol. MDNR's development goals do nof call for this many parking spaces,
and this site would be the only localion on the lake regulated based on avalfable parking. However
tiparlan propertles and olher access poinls could see unlimifed numbers of vehicles with rallers.

TOPIC 2 — Gther Launchlng Facilities: Studles: Demand

Coriment/Question:

L]

Ramps-already have one In channel at north end of vacanl fol,

There are already public access polnts on the lake for fishing, boating, swimming.

On Chrlsliania Lake and already have a public faunch site plus lwo campgrounds. Do nol need
another launch from Eagle Lake, Cannot use Eagle lake, why should Christiana Lake have an

overload from Eagle lake to Christiana,
Eagle and JunofChrisilana/Painter Lakes already have public accass sltes,

None of the sludies have been done pilor 1o the purchase-weed conlrol, safety, occupancy capacity, *~

thread lins sludies, water depth.
There Is a public ramp with parking on the south side of the lake. That launch slite could be improved

with 1he removat of two lrees.
There Is an exlsting road side that provides access to the non-boating public.

Eagle Lake Is substanlally developed with a community boating facility which adds over 80 sall
boals to the number of boats using the lake.

There are lwo exisling boat access polnts on the lake which have served the non-resident population
for over 50 years, Addltlonally, there are multiple road end polnts all around the lake. :

As lar as an access polnt to lakes Chrisllana and Juno, you already have an access why develop

another?
Eagle Lake does currently have publie boallng access, although none of the access polnts meet

DNR standards as a "boating access sile,"

How many of area regisiered boats are permanenily located on one lake or stream for the entire
season, and how many are actually out fooking for a place to pul in? That would be a more helpful
number to consider when looking at the need for ihis access point,

DNR was not aware thal there was a public access o Eagle Lake on Brady Rd. Many flsherman use

this ramp to access the lake and have for years.
It Is a very unique location due to the potential access to multiple lakas. For many years, private

owners of this property allowed launching and fee parking ($5.00) at Eagle Lake. i will be wonderiul

{or the DNR to return this launch to our area.
The access to Eagle, Juno, Christiana, and Palnter lakes has deletiorated since parking has been
restricted al Eagle and Ihe public launch area at Juno was re-done,

Obtaln the propary 1o provide the publle with these much needed improvements,

DNR has not prepared an Environmental Impact Study in compliance with regulations Issued by own
department,

Belter oplion than condos which were a concern a few years ago.

Want acquishiion and development of the access slte belween Eagle and the Juno Lake chaln, with
{he loss of parking at Juno. More spaces are needed and the plan wili flll a glaring need. Allowing

access lo Eagle will be a bonus.

Neead a nice ramp to he able lo get in lo fish and boat,
There used to be public access areas al all lakes, however as more population expanded these

access areas were laken over by local homeowners, now extremely limiled lo lakes.
Want a place for all the county resldents to use and snjoy.

"Nice to go to a body of water and see and use an access that Is user frlendly fo boaters as well as

the land owners.
With salely and appearance In mind this would be a nice addition to our lakes in the area.

A boal launch Is long overdue at Eagle Lake,
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One of Cass County Board of Commissioner's projecls was to gain access for the public on the takes

in Gass Counly
+ Eagle Lake is fine body of water with quite imited access.
The land acquisition al Eagle Lake and the eslablishment of a quality launch site for Eagle Lake
appears to be a "win-win" for the Eagle Lake residents and area fishermen.
Il will be great lo see the slate of Michigan purchase this property not only for much needed current
use, but for the use of many generations to come.
¢ Projeci will be an asset lo lhe area,
Am an aclive boater and fish many lakes in Mi but have not been able to enjoy lhese bodles of waler

due {o fack of public access.

Project will be beneficial for more resldents to enjoy and possibly even hagln enjoying the ouidoors
as result of the planning for the property,

+  Send current proposal back for more study.

Can see familles who have limited lime now enjoylng this resource due fo proximity and access.

...Would mean se much to be ablo lo Infroduce the fun of {ishing, the relaxalion and sense of
exploration In paddiing around in a fowboat with my granddaughter and grandson via this access,

Hesponse'
The public has a right to access public waler-bodles, and enfoy the lisherfes and other nalural

resource opporiunities. The obfeclive of the MDNR Waterways Program is to suppor public boating
access to Michigan's Greal Lakes, inland lakes, and streams. This Includes the acquisifion,
development, and operalion of facifitles lo provide safe boaling access to enjoy the public's waters,
The MDNR looks to provide a public boating access sife that will be suslalnable into the fulure. Any
privale launches or road endings are nol sustainable alternatives as they are limiled in exislence
based on each pariicular property owner's voliiion. The addition of a public boating access slle will
be beneflclal by providing safe boaling access lo riparians and lake visliors, and through the use of
current design guidelines and standards will protect environmental features on and around the site
(such as improved storm waler syslem design).

v The need/demand for public boallng access on Eagle Lake Is very high, Itls the ﬁﬂh largest lake (al
379 acres) In Cass Counly and does nol provide public boaling access. Addiffonally Eagle Lake has
a varlely of boalable deplhs up lo a maximum of 35 feel deep, Por May, 2013 dala, there are
approximalely 8,961 walercraff regisirations In the Counly and only 22 boaling access siles providing
a fotal of 279 parking spaces. Thal equales to roughly 32 registered boals per parking space in the

- County: This number does nol Includs noti-residenis thal iravel o Cass Counly lo-ulllize boaling
- access slles nor doss Il include boaters eoming from Ihe stale of Indlana to enfoy Michigan’s nalural
resources, When analyzing the reglon that includes the countles of Cass, Berrlen, Van Buren,
Kalamazoo, and Sl. Joseph there are approximalely 56,890 reglstered walercrall as of May, 2013.

V' Other locations have been evaluated on Eagle Lake and they do not provide sulficlent space for ail
the essenilal elements of a boating access site. This includes, In addition lo a launch; vehiclefiraller
parking, ADA (Americans with Disabllitles Act) accessibilily, and an adequate maneuvering area for
vehicles with iralfers, This lack of space creales substantial concern for public safely.” In regards lo
road ending access poinls they are subject lo the confines of thelr easement or dedication
boundarles. For this reason, they do not meet the size requiraments o provide a vehlcle/iraller
maneuver area and parking, In addition to a launch ramp.

v The MDNR has reviewed other avallable Eagle Lake propsrly in the past, however If had limilations
with being In a residential davelopment and the land lacked potential for providing adequale buflers
belween a polenlial site and nearby housing.

V' The MDNR has had on-slfe discusslons with lhe Deparimeni of Envlronmeniaf Quality and they have
not expressed any obfeclion fo the proposed acquisition and development, The MDNR Fisheries
Divislon has been involved in the process and supports the acquisiiion fo provide fishing
opporiuniiles to the public and does nol see a negallve impact to fisheries with the acquisition and

developmenl of a boaling access sile.

TOPIC 3 ~ Actulsition Process and Land Ownership
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Comment/Question:

+

]

The DNR did not approach the land owners seeking o acquire lhe land. Ralher, the owner of the
land, an Indiana bank, sought oul the DNR and the DNR seems to have frealed lhis as a way of

using'} a budge! of government money supplled by the taxpayers,
There Is considerable disagreemeanl on the ownership of the existing boat ramp. Clarlfication of this

Issue could have signiffcant Impacl on the sile deveiopment,

Response: .
The MDNR has basn aware of Ihis properly for sale for qulte some time, bul |t was the realfor for the

v

v

propeniy that approached the MDNR about a potenlial purchase for public benefll,

The ramp liself falls wilhin the same ownership as the siruclures and properly across Eagle Lake
Road. The road right-of-way does nol Include the enlire ramp or pler thaf exisls foday. The MDNR
has been in contact with the Gouny and s willing fo conlinue to work with the Counly Road

Commission for development of a safé boaling access sile facilily.
To allow focal units of government an opportunily lo purchase the propsrly in fleu of the Stafe, Publje ——

“ Aot 210 buflds In a period of 90 days for a local unil to respond lo that request, The MDNR also

gave public nolice of the pending acquisiifon, via a press release, announclng a public open house
on the mailer.

TOPIC 4 - Local Government and Stakeholder Process and Invojvement

Comment/fQuestion:

L4
L4

" ® v e o -

Was there, or has there ever been a vote of the fownship lo approve this type of development?
Does this development tle info the lownship master plan for development?

How does the DNR overook the facl thal the "Dock” propeily Is presently zoned "Lake residential"?
While "parks” might be included in lake residential zoning, whal's belng proposed by the DNR far

exceeds that definilion of parks, .
Zoning ordinances do not provide for a boat facllity or park on the subjecl site,

Letllers provided by the Township and the County Road Commission were not approved or

authorized by the appropriate elected body.
The project Is in nio way Included in the master plan of the township.

ls Edwardsburg on board with this process?
Has ihe DNR spoken with any township officlals about the acquislllon?
Cannot find Cass Co. Road Commission authorization the DNR reporis they have recelved,

No reasons why DNR should be allowed o create a faclllty which violales exlsling local ordinances

which speclfically prohiblt exaclly whal Is being proposed,
No deslgn plan was offered for review. This needs to be approved by the resldenls/township offlclals

before purchasing the propetly.

Response!
The MDNR has discussed and met regarding the potentlal land purchase muiltiple times with various

v

eniftles including representalives from Cass Courdy, Ontwa Township, Eagle Lake Improvement
Associalion, and Palnler/Juno/Chrlsilana Lakes Assoclalion. A gatherlng oceurred af Onlwa
Township hall In September, 2012 where allendees Included both rapresentalives from Oniwa
Township and Eagle Lake Improvement Assoclalion. In Oclober, 2012, the MDNR allendsd an
Onlwa Township All Lakes Coalltion meeling. in March, 2013, the MDNR mel on site with
representalives from Oniwa Township, Cass Counly, and the Department of Environmental Quality.
In May, 2013, the MDNI? mel wiih representalives from the Eagle Lake Improvemeni Assoclation
and the Palnter/Juno/Christlana Lakes Assoclallon, and a Cass County Commissloner was present
as well. On May 30, 2013, the MDNR held a Public Open House whereby representalives from

Cass Counly, Ontwa Township, Eagle Lake Improvement Assoclatlon, and Paintar/Juno/Christlana
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Lakes Assoclation were present. All of these gatherings and discusslons were for the evaluation of
the land for purchase and eveniual developmen! of a boallng access sile.

Prlor discussions with Ontwa Township have Included zoning requirements and the MDNR was
Informed the Township would be willing to work with the MDNR In regard lo development of a
boaling access sile and compliance with Tovinship zoning.

In April, 2013, the MDNR sent lelters to both Ontwa Township and Cass Counly per Public Act 210
notifying each of the land for sale and asking If elther would be interested In purchase and
davelopment info a boaling access slte, Per prlor communications nelther the Township nor Counly

Is Inlerested in purchase for development of a boallng access sils,

TOPIC 5 - Planning and Design

Coimment/Question;

. & & & 8 9

Bulld a fishing pond for kids and stock the pond.

Build restrooms with sewer and running waler, - - - - S
No beat lalinch Into Chrlstiana Lake unless ¢hannel dredged :

Put a carry In access for canoes and kayaks wilh auto parking nearby.

Concerned with parking.

Interference with publlc beach area.
A launch ramp that requires a user {o cross Eagle Lake Road Is neither safe nor effictent, if you Insisl

on constructing a launch ramp you must design It In such a fashion as to avold this problem.
Plan was prellminary, without specifics and one that might not be representalive of a plan which

publlc comment was being asked.
This properly has become a ilabliity. t llke the ldea of the DNR purchasing It but we need some

parking, rest rooms and trash cans.
[t has not been determined clearly if the proposed ramp can be constructed withou! violating ilpartan

tights, No thread line sludy has ever been approved by the appropriate court.

Eagle Lake development coupled with access 1o {he channel leading to the Juno Chaln would

cerlainly Improve access to both bodiss of water,
Provide as many boat/railer parking spols as possible to accommodate public use of both bodies of

waler,
Create a wider channel and bridge over Eagle Lake road that would provide boalers access lo either

" “body of water. Thal would also sliminate the need for two ramps, although | think doing so could

creals congeslion at the lone ramp,
Solicit Input from fishing clubs regarding des[gn of the parking lot and ramps to avold problems that

were crealed al Ihe Juno radesign, The anglérs who use these access sites often could provide
valuable Input and Ideas that englneers frequently overlook. They also would make grealt pariners
and provide services, if not some funding, to enhance the siie beyond the otlginal concept,

Like the Idea of the fishing pond for familles and children. A lot of fishing clubs In the area who
conduc! kids fishing clintes and this could provide a tremendous site and resource for such a project.
The allraction of this slte Is enhanced by access to PJC lakes and It has not been determined If this
access can be useful without dredging private properly or if such approval would be granted by the

owner,
Eagle Lake Is only 380 acres and Is below the threshold for Instaliallon of a boating access site per

DNR quidelines,
Concerns about the acqgulsition of the Dack properly and proposed iwo ramps, parking for over 40

vehlcles and irallers.
Make the ramp at least 2 fanes and enough parking for trucks and trailers In the 25-40 amount.

Create exact plans on how a site Is to be deslgned as that Is exactly what lhe privale seclor Is
required to do for any permils or development of propeﬁy There needs to be more revenue sharing,

you say It Is law that we cannol do thal.
Southeast end of Eagle Lake is vory shallow. The area under constderation for a ramp Is less than

one foot deep.
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The current deeper area lhal Is belng used as a launch facllily Is deeper because |l has been

dredged muttiple times over the years,
As the prevailing winds contlnually sweep sand inio the area, any dredged areas must be

conlinuously malntained.

There Is a sandbar that runs from the end of the exisi!ng wood dock out Into the lake for a distance of
aboul ons eighth mile. This sandbar creales a shallow area thal Is less than walst deep for an aduit
The prevailing winds are from the Northwes!. This resuls In all debrls from the lake eventually being
blown onto neighboring properly and the triangle of land being considered.

Boals cul up or churn up many weads which evenlually arrive In the Southeast corner of fake.
Concern that there will be no place for the weeds and debris to go, as the plan would create a

natural trap for all of this materlal,
Be aware that winds sweeplng across the length of the lake can become very powerful,

¢ Prevailing winds blow lake debrls carrded by waves,
Any slruclure placed in the Iake such as a movable plet, will need to be anchored to !he Iake

S hotlom,
»  Accumulation of sand In fronl of !he ex:sllng (barely) seawall In front of lhe proparly Is why

. many lake residenis are so concarned with the addlilon of a “real” launching facllily. The area Is
used by lake resldents for parlying - they raft lheir boals, gel cul and stand In the water (only
walslt deep [n that area) drink and play loud musle for hours on the weekends.
Limit boat/traller parking fo 25 units
Open/connect the chaln (Eagle to Chiistiana channel), dredge channel going to Chrisliana Lake
Provide assurance thal the site would Include perhaps only a few parking spots.
May support Il could be guaranteed to be much smaller In scope, betier sluated, and provisions
made {o help the Township deal with Increased crlme, trash, and boat {raffic
This parking area and ramp will also be used for cars and traflers carrying watercraft olher than
fishing boals,
The Idea of a {ishing pond Is a fantaslic idea and believe il would become a great asse! for
community. it would be so nice to glve the kids a spot to be kids and develop a love of fishing and

ihe great ouldoors!
Many requests for a localion for kid's fishing and If the {ishing pond Is Implemented it wiil {if this

need,
« Wil there be tollet facllities or several olher imporiant lems?
+  How many parking spaces will there be?
+  How will Inevilable trafllc problems be handled? =~
« Limit or abandon the new boat ramp.
[ ]
L]

Good parking and a nice ramp would be great for our area.

Need a nlee ramp to be able to get In 1o fish and boat,

Limited parking has dlscouraged me from fishing lakes there, Juno access [s poorly configured and
the parking space radeslgn has reduced the number of spots avallable.

With splitting the boat tralfic each way, the Impact should prove to ba minimal.

Want acquisilion and development of the access site belween Eagle and the Juno Lake chaln, wilh
the loss of parking al Juno. More spaces are needed and the plan will{lil a glaring need. Allowing

access lo Eagle will be & bonus,
With splilling the heat traffic each way, the Impac! should prove 1o be minimal.
Proposed development would add auto and people Iraffic to an area of lake with no facllities to

support lhem (sewage, elc.).
My concerns are the channel golng owt from Dock {0 Lake Is already a one lane and durlng a drought

almiost not usable,
Possibllity that a channel could be dredged with granis and possibly an assessment. May not the
right to chooss where you put boat faunch but do have the right to {ight any assessment for
sornething that will not beneflt, This only brings us more headaches and problems 1o a lake that Is

already hard {o malntaln with so much undeveloped shorsline,
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Response:
v

If not dredgad the channel will fill in then Il will be the lake resldent's problem o {ix It so they can
have the use of a lake they pay high taxes on.

The channel o Palnter, Juno and Christlana needs lo be dredged - who will pay for this and who wiit
malntain the channel, This should not be left for the lake reslden!s to pay forl

Ramp for PJC lakes leads to a shallow one lane path to lhe PJC lakes.

There is already a ramp on the PJC syslem, so It would appear the 40 potential boats wlll all go on
Eagle. The channel cannot be dredged for varlous reasons beyond the control of the DNR.

1 do belleve that anoiher ramp for Juno would be a mistake, That channel Is too narrow and shallow
fo add more {rafflc on [t unless you are planning an dredging and making wider.

The land Is assessed for polentlal aoqu!s!!fon and developmenl by looking at several items. This
Includes lake Informalion (size, depth, conneclivily to other lakes), wetland presence on slte, slze
and shape of parcel, fisherles, proximlly to publie road system, number of reglstered walercraft in
counly and reglon, and other factors, A willing seller is also an lmportant faclor,

" The MDNR idaiilifies & boaling access site as having a launch ramp, parking area, and vehlcle-wilft-

fraller maneuvér area, By comparison, a lypleal “publlc access sffe” may provide only some of these

fealures,

For this potenifal acqulsf!!on and development, the proposed sfle amentities Inchide launching
opporiunities lo access Eagle Lake and the chaln of lakes consisting of Chiisilana, Juno, and Painler
Lakes; maneuvering area for each access polnl; parking; and a tollet facilily. The site will meet
Amerfcans with Disablifiies Act Standards for Accessible Deslgn, Including providing designated
accessible parking, an accessible resiroom facliity, an accessibly surfaced skid pler, and accessible
roules helween elements, Additionally, the MDNR would look Io relain haliral buffers between the
slle and nelghboring properliss, The MDNR [s also cons!denng the addition of fishing opporiunities
through ulliizalion of the existing pond on sile.

When compared slalewlde, preliminary investigations have found the properly conslralnls will
support a small io medium size boaling access slte. MDNR designs Infand boallng access sifes,

such as Eagle Lake, lo accommodaie beals up lo 26 feel long.

' The MDNR musl adhere to all Depariment of Environmenlal Quality (DEQ) psrmfmng requ!rements
-to enstire a viable and safe fachily, and profect the natural environment.

TOPIC 6 — Funding - -

Comment/Question;

With shoriage of money in the Stale of Michigan could put the funds to belier use,
Why invest 600k In a properly, why not Inves! In necessary man power lo monior lakes lo make

them safer?
Instead of using funding to improve access why not utilize funds to Improve the walerways?

Inappropriate 1o Invest public funds without a plan.
Itis not a good use of taxpayers’ money to buy fand and then to plan and determine how lo use It in

an unsafe fashion,

Inappropriate expenditure of $600,000 before all development issues have been resolved.

According o DNR guldelines of 15 water acres per boat parking spot, Eagle Lake can only support
25 spaces. The dovelopment of $700K to $800K for a boat access polnl s not a prudent use of
taxpayer funds as It wlll only serve a lotaf of 25 10 41 boalers and po!enllaily fewer as sile
development Is complsted.

There seams 1o be a mission by the DNR {o buy and develop lake access with stale funds, The
capllal improvaments budget for developmenl seems large, however, it was also staled are limited or
no funds avallable to malnlain the site aller devetopmenl Ne funds for maintaining restrooms, boat

wash, and trash plekup.
Great use of all of our 1ax dolfars.
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DNR has the responsibility for using public money wisely, Buying properly today in the hope that all
the problems endemic in DNB'S plan will disappear Is fiscally Irresponsible,

" Response:
The purchase price [s $600,000 with funding slaled to come from the Michigan Nalural Resourcas

Trust Fund's Southwest Eco-Reglonal Land Consolldation fund, There will be no Walerways
Program funding used for the purchase of the propenly, Eco-Reglohal funds are siriclly for land
acquisilion Including those fands for future developmenti of boaling access siies.

Funding for the development, operallon, and mainlenance of a boaling access sile Is slated lo come
from the Michigan Slate Walerways Program. The charge of the Walerways Program, by legisfalion,
#s lo provida safe public boaling access facifilies on Michigan walers, Walerways funding s derived
from boat registrations, matine luel laxes, and user fees and Is, by law, restricled fo uses related lo
fand acquisition, walerways facllily development, and operalfons and maintenance of such facllitfes.
No funding fo develop and operale ihe faciiily Is from the Slate’s General (tax) fund., The Walerways

Fi und re venua sources are separa fe from huntlng, fishmg, and other MDNR programs.

_ TORIC 7 ~ Hoad Inf!uence

Comment/Question:

Dangerous ctirve at holtom of hills for Iaﬁnching
Please research this more and get ihe big and best pfclure for the lake.

Restrlcl parking aleng Eagle Lake Road.

Increased road tralfic around ihe lake,
The proposed public access [s nol a sale place, cars are coming along the road at 40 miles per hour

and all a sudden thore is a boat across the road (rylng io be put in the lake.
Salely-abliily to have traflfe Iraveling north bound down the hill io have visibility and capabilily to
maneuver safety, il Is currenily dangerous and wilh Increased traffic (both foot and vehlefe) will have

increased polenllal for accidents.

How do you plan lo take care of road trafilc on Eagie Lake Road?

Backing boal lrallers across a public highway where there Is a public beach with a number of
chiidren who wander Into and aleng the roadway is horribly heedless of public safety.

Already problems with congestion and folks thal parafie! park along Eagie Lake road, adding an

additional 40 spaces will magnily the curren! lssues,
Parklng will still be permitied along Eagle Lake Road. Most summer days 15-20 vehicles are parked

there which adds {o the congestion and safety concerns,
The proposed maneuvering Iriangle Is nol large enough lo accommodate the proposed boat size of

up fo 26 leet.
An accldent happened on the hill on Memortal weskend,
Eagle Lake Road Is a high fraific road — It cannol safely handle 30 lo 40 vehicles and ifallers

crossing to launch thelr boals,
Perhaps ownership of the road ltself can be resolved, as this appears to have been contested In the

courts many limes over the years.
With former parking areas closed for public parking, those who traller watercraft to the lake park thelr
vohicles and trallers along the road right of way. If the soll Is wel, they leave ruts in areas.

Four vehlcles have plowed Into nelghboring vard as they falled to negotiale the curve,

Work with ihe Road Commission of Cass county (o utillze the current area ihal is supported by
the delerloraling wooden seawal! as part of the maneuver area for the launch ramp. By moving
ihe entrance or exit to this area further North along Eagle Lake road, crossing {ralfic will be farther
from the curve and hill that Is of concern to many lake residents,

The Jake Is right al the roads edge at the proposed ramp, It is not possible now to launch a boal
withoul having a car blocking the street, For 40 hoals it would be possible to have 80 or more
crossings of the road by vehicle and trailer, and/or having the vehicle blocking the street during
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launch and relrleval. {f the vehlcle projects into the road, and launch and relrieval lake 3 minutes,
then the road will be blocked for 240 minutes or 6 hours —~ nearly constant during the day,

Even if a ramp can be bullt to altow launching without vehicle projection into lhe strest might involve
filiing In a part of the lake (can this be done? Is It proper o filt In a fake?) or moving the road
{expsnsive) the B0 crossings will be dangerous by themselves. The slie Just Isn't right for this activily
without major and expensive revisions,

it would bé greal to provide safe, ADA-compliant access, bul | don't think the proposed plan wiil be
sale. Speed limlts are not well enforced on this road.

The polnt of access on Eagle Lake Road Is already a congested area on weskends and holidays
hecause the entrance to the area is located on & curve, al the bottom of a hill, and is across the
strest from the swimiming area used by the public. And people coming to swlm park ihelr cars along

Eagle L.ake Road,
Not lished Eagle Lake because don'{ want {o park vehicle on the side of the read.

L]
It would be nice lo be able to park truck and traifer in a parking lot. Not on the side of the road

""" " "Responsei’ T
v The properly on fhe fake side of Eagie Lake Road has considerab!e iake fronfage and ma y even

~ offer opportunily flor a stacking lane. This, combined with a parking lof layouf lo suppert the flow of

trafffe, would redice the confiict of stacking on Eagle Lake road.
v Ctirrenlly, users park along Eagle Lake Road creating safely concerns. With development of a
boaling access site, parking could be redirecied lo the parking lot area away from ihe road
Fe-eslablishment of shoreline wilf help fo prolect Eagle Lake Road from erosion and the lake edge
from migrallng closer lo the road. :
v' Through the planning phase the MDNR would look al opifons to improve safely such as c!earrng a

portlon of the vegelation near Eagle Lake Road to open up views to the curve In the road, The
MDNR would also look al signage and working with the Counly on improving the salfsly.

v

TOPIC 8 - Slte Operation and Maintenance

Comment/Question:
¢+ Landing is horrible and it belongs o Cass Counly and they don't have ume or moniey to take care of
the properly,
+ Need the DNR o mainlaln the area for {ulure boalsis..
Concerned about addilional problers of malnienance of the park and supervision of increased

aclivity there
»  Allendance covered on weekends,

*  Who takes care of salely, rash and wasle?
Who will maintaln (and upkesp) lhe boat launch area, and who will pay ior this? (Restrooms, frash

cans, elc.)
+ Charge to use the ramp use progeeds for lake improvement,

Priorily for DNR should be ensurlng walerways are maltained at current level or improved,

No plan for the devslopment, managemen! and maintenance of the properly; therefore there Is no
way lo determine Judgmen! and appropriateness of a nonexisient plan.

Have a DNR rep come io the lake one 1o two days aftor a fishing tournament and count a cleanup
dead lish, mostly bass and blue gl Trash and sanilation- who will provide cleanup for this, nelther

1the Twp. nor county will provide this servics,
There has been no discussion as to how the area will be supervised,

«  Trashleft behind Is a great concern.
Local and counly gevernment has not malntained this arsa, even though they hava repealadly stated

that it s for “public use",
Strongly favor this belng a fes area, closed at night, and patrolled regularly.

s  Will generate a lot of (rash on land,
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For the past 27 years Lunker's has held a 50 boat bass tournament on Eagle and the Juno chaln.
The Dock property has served as-central slariing polnt and welgh-In localfon. The ample parking
opportunily has allowed running this fournament smoothly vear after year.

DNR doesn'l know whether or nol there will be an attendant,

Make site well organized and maintained,
The sile has been used by several land owners of the dock who charge for parking wilh he greal

problems,
Allhough | reallze that the public has every right lo access any lake in Michigan | have grave

concerns about adding 40 plus parking spaces and boal access 1o Eagle Lake by the State of
Michigan wlthou! providing bathrooms, securily, clean-up and due dillgence to make sure lhat lake
remains safe and clean,

Opening the lake to everyone for easler access withoul providing services fo assure cleanliness and

safely Is really objectable.
Concerned wlth cleanliness of area.

The MDNR opera!es and mainlains hundreds of boallng access slles across the Slale, Fora
boaling access sife at Eagle Lake In particular operalion and maintenance would be handled with
stalf oul of Warren Dunes Stale Park, Stalf typlcally perform general maintenance lasks af all siles
iwlce per week, General mainienance lasks entall the cleaning of tollet bulldings, replacement of
lolle! paper, clearing walkways & ramps, replacemenf of slgns, and picking up liiter/irash,

MDNR has leased operalfons and malnlenance o local unils of governmen! and is willing lo discuss

.rhaf further with the Counly andfor Township if a desire exists.

In regard lo a nead for staffing, the MDNR Is aware of the beneflls of having someone onsite and
would conlinue to evaluate ihis as pari of the planning phase lo fook al anlicipated use pallerns and
olher informalion. Of the 48 developed boaling access sites in the area that are administered by
Warron Dunes Stale Park, only two are fee sites thal requirs slaffing lo conlrol site flow and ass/st
the public with slle.questions,

Site overuse fs conlrolled through the tse of signs, the cooperalion of stale & local enforcement
officers, occasionally by land use orders of the direclor, and through local site rules such as night-

lime site closures,

TOPIC 8 - Law Enforcement; Marine Safely

Comment/Question:

»

How and who will enforce any rules or laws in any 24 hour perlod {Ex. Launching boals, hours of
cperalion, regulate parking, efc.)? Wa are short as It is for law enforcement In this particular area

already,
Please monilor wave runners and direction of boals on lake,

Want more DNR on lake,
The DNR wiil not police. Conservation officers haven't been In this area for years and the local law

enforcement can’t find the keys to the pollce cars. We don't need the boal tralile, car trallic and

smelly flsherman.
There currently Is no sufflclent funding for the sherll's department to provide safely patrols on Cass

Counly lakes, Whalt will the DNR do to solve these problems?

is the DNR golng to patrol the site?
Néed to really understand take lraftlc and safety, Who will be I charge of safety on lake?

There will be zero enforcement of littering laws, boaling laws, and {raific safely laws. Have
repealediy seen violalions of ail the aforementloned laws by boaters who are from off the lake.
You have only one offlcer patroliing all [akes In Cass County, he does the best he can bul cannot be

everywhere, | assume only One oflicer Is due to budgel constralnts,
DNR feels they have a responsibility fo lel more boalers use the lake but responsibliity should be to

keep the nalural resources from declinlng,
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No monftoring {or inadequaie) of boats, res! rooms, ete,
Second ramp doesn't sound usable so all lraffic comas {o Eagle, no enforcement of waterways for

additlonal trafflc,
Safely-lraflic, parking, speed on lake, Jet skis, speed on road.
Waler safely- If in any glven day or days, residents of lake and visltors {o lake exceed the common

sense capacily of lhe lake in terms of boat capacity, who will police this activity and who wiil pay lhe

cosi?

Who will pay for Injury to those on lake by too much use?

With addltional boalers that are unfamillar, could increasse chancas for beallng aceldents.

DNR funding Is decreasing so how will local ordinances for spsed have a chance of being enforced.

The local sherlff and county authorities lack the resourcaes 1o police the lake.
Thero have been a number of boat accldents on this lake. The introduction of mare boats will

. signfficantly Increase the risk.

The acreage avallable for high spesd 200HP boals is a lof less than It appears. Drop in boals
already don't oliow the counter clock wise lravel, and mors boals will make it more dangerous,

Seams to be no funds for law enforcement, More boals néad maore enforceinenlt, espectally of the -

week ends. We already have boats flying around after sundown and skiing right afler sun up, Noise

from the blg wake boats and the music after dark lravels.
You know 1t will increase trafiic, yot you have no provislons lo step up marine patrol,

‘An unattended faunch could possibly ralse our crirne level even higher, We have many reporls of

vandalism and a very actlve drug problem in Cass County,

Nolse level Is a great concern.
inadequate enforcement of exisling stalules and regulations. Without adequate enforcemenl

problems will continue,
The parking area will bacome a magnet for drinking and parlying In off hours, a problem for

residents, township, and county,
This Increased traffic by larger motorized craft will decreass the safely of all the other users of the

lake, but partlcularly swimmers, kayaks, and sallboats.
Extremely concerned about safety in the parking lot of this proposed access polnt. It Is easy walking
distance lo sevaeral sconomically depressed areas. Drugs, crime, theft, break-Ins are a potential
fmpact. An unaltended parking lot with as many as 40 cars whose owners are guaranteaed 1o be out

on the water all day wili bo very allracilve to lhisves. .
Curren! public access sltes are widely misused, especially at night, for drugs, sex, {ights, and

vandalism,

Onlwa Townshlp has only lhree police officers 1o patrol 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and with
only ons offlcer on duty at any given lime, they are hard-pressed lo keep up wlih exlsiing crime
levels,

A big unaltended parking lot with a boat ramp and a balhroom wili surely be a hot spol for all kinds of
late-night partying and ctlme. At the very leasi, it Is going to be covered In broken glass and gaibage.
| understand thal no trash receplacles are planned. Please be mindful of the problems a large
access point can intreduce to a small community.

Concern thal the DNR rarely comes to Eagle to Pollce the Lake

Didn't sound like enforcement was In the DNR's budgst or the DNR'’s concern,

On weekends the lake Is very busy and on Holldays can be dangerously so,

The Cass County Sherili's depariment does not have funding or manpower to adequately pairol the
busy lakes In Cass County now and we cannot expect them to help. This becomes a safely hazard

for everyons.,
Access should be availabla for everyona bul it should be a safe anvironment that can be enjoyed

and protected.
DNR doesn't have a plan on Insurmg that the additlonal boats launched on the lake will not cause

safely Issues,
Secuslty issuss double with an increase in high powered type of boaling as well the nolse pollution
dus fo The blasting speakers of the wake board boats. We all have a responsibllily to be stewards of

our lakes and prevent abuse.
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Although right-of-way laws exist to regulate boat traffic, you only need to observe on any busy
weekend lo see thal no one is enforclng them currently, and | understand no new enforcemenl is

planned.
Now you are glving us more boals who will nol respect the lake, they will throw thelr trash and not

follow the rules because most do not care,

Response:
v' Polfcing this boaiing access slte wWifl be a coopera!ive eflort betwaan MDNR Rangers, MDNR

Conservalion Offivers, and focal law snforcement agencies,
v A public boating access slle will also promole boaler safely by direcling boaling access aclivity lo a

selecl area versus boat launching al less supportive localfons.

v It has been slated by MDNR Law Enforcement on similar lakes ihal around 8 out of 10 subjecls

clled/arrested are usually one of the following: a riparian owner, a relalive of a tiparian owner, or &

friend of a riparian owner who Is vislling. This Includes violations of both the Marine Safely Acl and
the flsh/game laws.

Steps pcan be taken lo explore the Idea of a local watercralf controf ordinance If the lake assoclation- -

and lownship are in favor. The Township can work to create an ordinance with the riparians and

MDNR.

v Conservallon officars spread thelr enforcement iime belwsen several activilles durlng the summer
months. Although they spend much of thelr fime enforcing marine and fish/game laws, they are also
obllgated to enforce laws that take them off the waler. Conservalion offlcers work with the local
sheriff's depariment to ensure lhe best coverage allowed,

v The development of boating access sltes Inchides a dedicated parking space for authorized

_personnel such as law enforcement. A space avallable assists by gelling the officer on the waler In
the shortest amounl of lime lo respond to emergencles and complaints. In some cases, minutes and
seconds counl. This does not exlst currently and, therefore, creales fimilations for enforcement on
ihe walter.

¥ Wiilh public boaling as pail of the MDNR’s misslon, we care greally, and work hard to proteci public
safely on and off the waler. We do Ihls lhrough good design, operationally, and how we enforce the
laws, The sile’s safely features are thoughifully designed Info the plans and ullimate consiruction of
the boallng access site. The MONR has designed, developed, and operales hundreds of boaling
access sites throughoul the stale, enabling us to devefop a high level of experlise based on these
expetlences, Laws are In place lhat govern the boater's use of the lake, which prolecl the ripatians
and thelr property. Incidences such as theff, vandalism, Infurles, drinking, and parties are nol typical
of boallng access sies. If Issues arlse, the MDNR has Instliuted such practices of closing facifilies at
night and slaffing facililies.

v Curently, 49% of Michigan's walercrafl registration revenue Is used for Marine Safely on the wa fors
of the slale. This includes Slale grant funds for local faw enforcement. :

TOPIC 10 - On-The-Waler Activity

Comment/Question: _
Tournamen! flshermen are fun loving people and [ake care of the public.waters as if it were their

own,
Many swimmers parking on Eagle Lake Road walk/raft 100 — 200 feel into the lake — It Is dangerous
io have swimmers and boaters mixed In the same small area,

Only twoe lakes in Cass Counly have sallboat races (Eagle and Diamond). Motorboal activily and
sailboat racing conflict sharply. Do schedule races at prime lime on weekends, so shared use
prevalls and nsed 1o live with it and each other.

Power boat people who use Eagle Lake develop proper sliquelte (stay away from crltical pants of the
course, keap a distance and wakes low, etc) but it takes time. Those who pulin from off-lake do not
have proper ellquelte, and are disruptive, cut belween boals, zoom through or sit on start and finish

lines, sven lie up fo and drag race buoys,
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On a summer weekend the lake is currently flifled with enough je! skis and wake-boals, many not
obsarving the rules of the lake, to make iravel by kayak or swimming pretly nerve-wracking.

An Increase in traffic may make it 1oo dangerous for kayaking/swimmingflraining for {rlalhalons.
Unfortunately, a big influx of motorized crall can overwhalm and make It Impossible for non-
molorized crafl or Individuals 1o exerciss thelr own rights to use the waler. it's nof tight for elther
group to monopolize the resources, but they are hard 1o mix together in the same location, And one
can easlly overwhelm and force oul the other.

Sailing on Eagle Is a unique chalfenge due lo lls speclfic and quirky wind condllions. It Is my hope
that this valuable boaling resource will remaln avallable to a generation of new sallors, and not be
crowded off the lake by an increase in molotized crafls unfamfliar with sharing space wilh a regalia.
Each Sat, and Sun. sallboal races commence al 1pm and last for 3 1o 4 hours, There are between
30-40 beats on any given Sat or Sun. tha! parlcipate,

H{ wouild be nlce lo bellevs that the boal ramp wilt only bring In Elsherman bul with Eag!e belng so
close fo Elkhart, in, South Bend and Mishawaka il Is naive not to belisve thai recreational boaters of
all kinds will be accessing the ramp. With the size of the boals lhat are made today and the waves

~ thal they create It will only make it more difficult for the sallors lo continue lo enjoy Ihelr sport of — -

cholce,
For {he past 3 years the swimming link of a Irlathlon has been held on Eagle Lake the same day and

lime as Lunker's Bass tournament, Both events have operated well together.

With a new boat launch at Eagle, waks boarders from Indiana will begin 1o flood Eagle Lake.
Fishermen are already aggravated because boats have {o pass by so close 1o them because of all
the other boaling, Including: high powered tri-hull pontoon boals, speed boais pulling skiers, speed
beats pulling tubers In erralic patterns on Ihe lake, wave runnars, ponloon boats

The development of a boallng access sile provides the opporlunily for more frequent enforcement on
the water since there currenlly exlsis no public facility fo support parking of vehicles wiih trallers.

- This includes avallablilty to MDNR enforcemenl, Slate police enforcement, Counly enforcament, and

other local enforcement,
The posling of stale land rules would be done to promoie a safe environment and deler the conflicls

* of boalers with olhers. Sfgnage al the end of typlcal skid plers al launch ramps would also include

no swimming lo deler confficls. MDNR can work with local lake asscclalions to posi other, relevan!
safely Informatlion al the boaling access slte,

v MDNR can work with local entlfies in the creallon of walercralt controls for lakes.

TOPIC 11 Enyironmental; Invasive Specles; Fisherlgs

Comment/Question:

Have chipped In to pay for remediation because no government eniities have the money for it.
Golng lo spread hybrid evasive milfoll and zebra mussels, risking other walerways.

Major concern with Invasive specles by Increasing access bul nol having adaquale prevention,
Already invasive specles In Eagle Lake thai the increased spread Is of no pariicufar concern fo the
DNR. increased publlc access wili makae problems worse.

i the channel belween Eagle and Chrlstiania Is dredged watlands will be affecied which Is totally
against what ihe DNR has told us In the pasl, f an Individual can'l dredge our channel, how ¢an the
DNR?

Eagle Lake has developed Hybrid Eurasian Water Milfall: Conlirmed In Nov/Dec of 2012, Every
lake within hundreds of miles wil be contaminated, Who will pay for these new Infestations?

Prevention should be the first and foremost consideration,
Curlyleaf Pondweed and Zebra Mussels aré in lake. They wers brought to lake and have spent

-thousands to treal the lake.

Problems with Invasive weeds now and It will gel worse with the additional boals.

Rev, 6/18/2013

Walerways Program
Parks and Recreatlon Division
Michigan Depardment of Natural Resources



¢

15

Currently the lake resldents pay for the remedlation of invasive species In the lake {zebra mussels,
hybrid Eurasian waler Milfolf), etc,

This acquisilion will expose the lake to more posslble exposure o invasive specles. Who will pay for
this? If Ihe slate does not help lhe conditions of the lake will deterlorate because the homaowners
only will assume the flnanclal responsibliity for public use,

Concerns of contamination of the lake with Milfoll, ete. because boalers do nol clean thelr boals and
v will not be providing a washing statlon. Please find anolher lake fo Improve, Purchase and
exposure of propany In the east end of lake will have nothing but a negative Impact.

Characleristics of Eagle Lake include the contaminants.

Eagle Lake has seriots Ecologicai problems {waler quality, Milfol] hybrid) which could be further
degraded by increased lraffle. Such lraffic brought In by {his aceess would not conirdbute lo the

financlal cosls of supporing or Improving the lake,
Waler quallly has declined the weeds have [rlpied and now it is our problem to deal wilh them and no

one has the money lo keep il up.

Concern with quallty of lake for ourrent residenls )
Environment quailly-how do we know that visiting ‘boats will not Infest the wa!er with evaslve planis

or Insecls?
The EL/A Is already faced wilh higher property taxes lo support remedialfon of weeds io keep Eagle

Lake “fully navigable”.

Will DNR help wilh weed remedlation caused by oulsida boals?

Cannol purchase the property, put a Jaunch In and say we have done our job and leave us to
maintain it, You leave ho'comfort for any of us and you made very clearly you do not care because
the public owns the water. Then let the public pay for the assessmenls through the fees charged at
boal launch, You have lo glve something back lo the lakes not Just use and abuse lhem because the
boaters have the right to use i,

Take the swans the DNR though! 10 years ago fl would be greal Idea to Introduce them to our lakes,
Wae have almost 200 swans and have shaken almosl 140 eggs In the past 3 years. Not much has
been done to help us take care of the problem the slale created there,

Homeowners are iaft lo eradicale invasive specles; launch Users have no “skin In the game”.

With additlonal boalers thal are unfamiliar, could cause damage to the aguatic (shaflow lake)

A boat launch to Christlanla and Juno Lake Is & greaf idea but It must have a washing statlon to cut
down on invasive species. If we could get these things it remalns fo be sesn who cleans rest rooms,

who pays for trash plekup? Who winterlzes the wash slallon? -

Signage doss nol prevent the inlroduction of weeds,
The slate does not do a complete job, for example- you know there is an Invasive specles problem-

you agree thal boats are a malor me[hod of lransportation bul you have no plans lo have a boat
wash,

Lake's increasing collectlon of lnvaslve specles shows that non-resldent boals are definitely gelling
on the Jake! So it would seem the current access Is adequate for that purpose.

Limited depth means that boalers who are not famillar with the area, or don't care, tend to run thelr
motors Inlo the Iake bed and slir up weeds and muck, which provides exira nutrienls for the invasive
plants In the lake,

llis hard {o sea how the impacl on invasive speclas Wil be "negligible." To Infroduce as many as 40+
addltional boals lo the [ake every day from oulside the area will be that many moere veclors fo carry
new spacles into Eagle Lake, and {o carry the lake's hybrid milfoll and other Invasives io other

walerways in Michigan, Indiana, lowa, and Iliinois.
Ramp likely io more quickiy spread invasive species, and the area fs already unregulated and

overused,
DNR doasn't have a plan {o prevent the spread of invasive specles by boats launched from ihe

fachlly.
Concern over who would help in dealing with {he current and fulure Issues conceming non-nalive

specles,
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Visiting boais will add to the spread of Invasive species which Eagle Lake has already acquired
(Euraslan Watermilfoll, Curlyleaf Pondweed, and Zebra Mussels), The species can be spread to

other Michfgan lakes by the boals visiling Eagle Lake,
Lake has been over run In the last 10 years with non-native (zebra mussels mil-foll weeds of several

types) specles.
Could ultimately hurt the fishing activily on ihe lake as a resuil of the Increase In recreation boaling
from Indfana. There has been a large increase in "jet ski" lype boating as well as the larger, more
damaging wake board boats, These boats are designed to have their stearns dig down io put oul as
large a wake as possible. Somelimes the wakes are so blg, that it allows the wakeboarder to "surf”
off the wake near the stern of the boal, Since, 4% of Eagle Lake Is less than 9 11, deep, this has an
adverse effact on the fishing as lhe botlom gels tomn up and it scares the fish. Right now, these
Indlana boaters bypass Eagle Lake and end up at Dlamond Lake In Cassopolis.
Out of state boalers hurls the fishing In the lake. We have already seen it with jet skis, and aiso
across the line is North End Cycle that pushes high powered Yamaha Waveriders, Both fypes of
. recreatlonal boats coming In from !ndlana because of ihe easy access to the lake aller the ramp is
- bullt will kill the fishing. — e
s Would like fo have a nice place io go 1o fish through Ihe week
o Bad for lake health, to many boats on lake.

Response:
v’ Dus fo existing riparlan properly accesses, road endings, private launches, and other access poinls

around the lake where boai launching aciivlly has been occurring, the risk from invasive specles has
already been eslablished for several years. The potential increase In invasive species risk, through
the development of a boating access slle, Is negligible. The possibifily of transport/introduction of
these unwanted specfes into Eagle Lake by boats, thelr englne-cooling walers, and boal lrallors Is a
siuation that Is current, ongoing and pre-exists the development of a publicly-owned boatfing access
slfe. This impact will continue even withoul development of a boaling access sile,

v Anolher Important faclor lo nole that coniributes lo Invasive specles Introduction is the nalural
iransfer of those specles. This may occur by means of species migrations throtigh connecting water
syslems, raln & slorm run-cff, ranspori by fish, repiiles, amphiblans, mammals within aquatic
habltals (mink, olters,.muskrats), and birds. -

v The common invasive species (l.e. phragmfles, puiple loosestiife, curly leaf pondweed, Eurasian
watermilfoll, and zebra mussels) are already present In the lake. In facl zebra mussels were firsl
delecled in Eagle Lake In 1991 per a report by University of Michlgan/Mystic Seaport-Willlams
College Marltime Sludles Program, November, 1995, A controfled access sile provides more
educallonal opportunilles lo encourage lake users to properly clean off thelr boals, trallers, and other
equipment and lo dispose of ball properly.

v’ Eagle Lake has a hybrid watermilfoll, which Is a cross belween Euraslan and the nallve norihern
walermillolls. Grand Valley State Unlversily has idenlifled this hybrid In aboul 40% of the lakes that
have milfoll in Michigan's Lower Peninsula, This version of miffoll can be lrealed using cerlain
melhods,

v’ The development of this land Info residential propertles would most fikely play a farger role In
Impaciing the natural environment Including the Influence from lawn lreaiments (pesticides and
fertllizers} and a greater foolprint of development. Additionally a residentlal development may
equale to several docks on Eagle Lake with several access points carrying with them a large number
of boats placed for the entire season docked on Eagle Lake. The development of a public boating
access slte lo Eagle Lake vilil have a very limited number of docks, poltentially onfy one fo iwo, with
one single access point. Additlonally, the MDNR Inlends lo retain a great amount of the natural
landscape on sile lo create buffers from nelghboring properifes.

v MDNR lakes a proaclive, educational approach by posting informalion at our public boallng access

- siles. This includes signage nolilying users lo remove aquatic specles from vessels, drain water
away from ramp, and dispose of unwanted live bait In irash prior lo entering the waler. By conlrast,
Invasive specles informalion posted al privale boat launches or road ending access polnls Is
Infrequently seen. Many free publications include Informalion about invasive species, such as the:
Michigan Harbors Guids, Michigan Public Boat Launch Direclory, and the annual Michigan Fishing
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Gulde, lo name a few. MDONR also works with focal lake associations to post other, refevani
Information at our boaling access siles. The MDNR would also consider, through a lease process,
working with a local organizalion or assoclailon for the development, operafion, and mainlenance of
a boal washing statfon al the boalfng access slle.

The development of ihis properly Inle a public boafing access slie whl use best deslgn pracfices and
bes! management practices and will have far less environmentlal impact on this properiy than If it
were developad inlo mulliple privale residences. As a publlc boaling access sfle it will meet DEQ
requiremenis, minlmize and manage storm waler runoff, and promote several natural buffers. The
MDNR also anllelpates limilation of mowing to allow the shoreline lo naluralfze for erosion conirol
and wildlife habitat,

MDNR has a vast amount of experfence in building and operaling well over 800 public boaling
access sltas throughoul the sitale, with a high level of boaler and riparfan salisfaction. In fact per an
onsfle meeling where DEQ was in allendance, DEQ did nol express any concems lo the
consideralion of re-eslablishment of the orlginal shoreline edge.

Par MDNR Fisherles experis wilh the development of a boating access sile lo Eagle Lake Fishing
pressure Is expecled lo slay aboul the same. Access through the subject property, varlous road
endings, and the marina has occurred for many years. If anylhing, the new boaling access sile may

 reduce the pressure becatise it will provide opportunity fo not only Eagle Lake buf also the chaln of

lakes, The access site will have limited parking avallable, which will also limll lhe fishing pressure.
Per MDNR Fisherles experts Eagle Lake includes a diverse flshery of blueghl, black crapple,
largemouth and smallmouth bass, rock bass, pumpkinseed sunfish, yellow perch, and northern pike.
Par MDNR Fisherles experls opporiunitles for fisherias manhagement will Increase with the
developmeni of a boallng access slfe. Fisheries Division puls more priority on managemen! of lakes
with public boaling access facliitles. Management would consis! of a lake survey and
recommendalions lo Improve or maintaln the fishery that may Include regtiallon changes, s{ocking,

or habflat improvement.

TOPIC 12 — Econoinic Impact and Properly Values

Coimment/Guestion:

v

Out of state boating normally has a poslilive economic efiect on the area, Howéver, slnce we are so
close o the Indiana line, Michigan, Cass county, and Edwardsburg will recelve little If any benefil,
hecause they buy thelr gas and beer In Indiana since it is cheaper and they buy their grocerles and

supplies In Indiana.
Look forward to the increased business this faunch slte will bring.

Out of stale boaters pay no income lax or property tax to Michigan and won'l even be buying a
fishing license to help supporl the cost of boallng In Michigan, and yel they wlll use all the services,
slay lale, go back home to Indiana and leave their lrash behind for us to clean up,

If the lake acquires a reputation of poor quality (excessive weeds and boaler safety), how will
property owners re-coup thelr loss on properly value?

The proposed boal launch will iower properly values near the site, No one wants 80 or 40 boals
coming and golng In front of thelr house. How are these owners to use thelr own plers and egress

areas?
| have heard no other viable alternallve use except for a BAS.

" Currently, the properly Is an eyesors.

Response:
Currenily, the buildings are unused and In significant disrepalr. Additionally, the launch ramp and

pler are older and croate safely Issues. The small pond has rubble within It and the proparly Is

" unmaintained. A new boallng access sile will pravide a mainlained, clean looking site providing safe

boating access lo Eagle Lake and polentially other waler bodies as well,
Acquisition by the MDNR does remove land from the tax base, however, the MDNR does provide a

Payment In Lieu of Taxes (PILT} annually.

Rev. 6/18/2013

Walerways Program
Parks and Recreatlon Division
Miciigan Deparimenl of Nalural Resources
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v There are no Indlealors to support the theory thal public boaling access devalues riparlan properties.
Publle access may, In facl, Increase properly values by providing safe and adequale transition from
land to waler for enfoyment of this nalural resource,

v Any inffuence on value due fo the abiiily of the public lo access lhe lake is already In play. The
addftion of a new public boaling access sife Is Inconsequentifal lo the properly values., Although
speculaifve, it Is more likely thaf a positive Influence In value would be expetlenced by lake
residence. The addilion of amenities such as a barifsr free accessible boaling access site with
adequate parking are lypically viewed as positlve Influences on surrounding real eslate.

TOPIC 13 = Other

Comment/Question:
Was this In the best Interesl of lhe homeowners and taxpayers on Eagle Lake or that of the DNR so

~ 7 boalers wera sallsfied? - :
¢ = ltappearsihal the DNR has no! compleled sufflc!ent due dlllgence e

.
e Proposed plan Is not In the bes! Interest of ihe publlo.
s+ . Seems wrong for DNR lo blindly follow that goal of creating boaling access on water bodies withoul

' considering the quality of 1hal experience for all boaters and swimmers.
What Influence will out of slale psople have In this Issue? |s this only open to comments from Ml

rosidents?
You speak gsif the slate has determined to purchase this properly and then designed the {acilities to

be conslrucled on it. Is {his accurate?
This lake does nol need any more off lake boat occupants who have no slake in making and keeping
the lake as a source of joy to everyone,

Project was nol well thought out,
Any boal owner has the right and can enjoy lheir water cralt on Eagle Lake,

L]

®

+ No one cares lor the lake more than the local communliy.
[ ]

*

Just because you can put a boat ramp on Eagle Lake does not mean you shouldl
Projeci Is il concelved, The total cost to the lake has not been taken Into conslderatlon. The project
will burden Eagle Lake and Eagle Lake resldents unjuslly and cause harni fo the lake and be a
detriment to the exisling users {(imporiantly including the wildlife on the lake)

¢+ DNR is determined to purchase-the property In question come hell or high water.

DNR has no backup plan and infends lo proceed with development aven If It causes severe

problems,
Purchasing the “Dock” property will not solve any of the myrlad of iniractable or unsolvable problems

thal beset your plan,

This {s not a privale lake, | understand the properly owners concerns but this ¢an be worked out like
hundreds of lakes In Michlgan, Indiana, Wisconsin and Minnesola,

These are public resources and as such, public access Is nol dentable based upen percelvad
privatizallon ol a resource. This Is no dlﬁerent than a public properly surrounded by privale land

where DNR Is acquiring access to the public fand.

Response!
v The publlc has as much right lo access the walers of Eagle Lake as riparfans do. The walers of

Eagle Lake are a publlcly owned resource as much as other Michigan lakes, sireams, or Great Lake
walers are and per the Public Trust Dooclrine these waters are for public use,

v The development of a boaling access site will provide a sife for law enforcement io access the lake.
A boaling access sile would also provide onsile maintenance where none currently exists.

v' Tho MDNR has been aware and studylng the polential acqulsilion and development of this particular
properiy for well over 2 years. This has Included meelings with acquisition and real estate
personnel, land management staff, planning and development staff, operalion and malnlenance

~ stalf, and permitling experts, The Information gathered supporis acquisition and development of the

Watenvays Program Rev, 6/18/2013
Parks and Recreation Division
Mlchigan Department of Natural Resources

that someone might beo abte to check a box which indicaled thal land acqulred a budget spent and
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land Info a sale faciilly for boaling access. Additionally the MDNR has recelved supporl locally by
over 340 individuals interested in public boaling access oh Eagle Lake and improvement of the
stibfect property’s launch,

v’ Acquiring land for public boaling access on Eagle Lake has been a high priorlty for the State of
Michigan for decades. The intenl and puipose of the May 30, 2013 public open house was o
provide an opportunily for the public lo comment on the proposed acquisilion of properly on Eagle
lLake. It Is wrong lo assume {hat final consfruclion plans are necessary in order lo determine the
viablilty of a piece of land for development. By confrasi, the only evaluallons necessary to Inillate a
puirchase are basic lo any developmenl, and can include: funding, lake characlerisiics, propsrly size
and conflguration, distance lrom a public road, sile topography, wetland presence, and proximfly to
nelghboring residences. If these faclors such as these are reviewed with alflrmalive resulls, the
acquisilfon process conlinues forward., Annually, the depariment evaluates many proposed land
acquislilons, declining (o pursue most of these. Therefore, It would be unwise and coslly to condct
exlensive evalualions and development plans for proposed properiles prior lo acquisition of the
propery.

~— 2. v"_ Tha MDNR Is unable to respond conclusively on many specific development questions due lo fhe

. prefiminary naiure of lhis proposed profecl: Since many land acquisilion offers the MDNR sees do -

not conclude with a purchass, the MDNR does nol conduct extensive design unlil aﬂer a purchase Is

-exectifed
v The MDNR Is capable of developing public boaling access to Eagle Lake and to lhe adfacent

channel lo the north, lo enable user enfoyment and appreciation of the publle wafers and the nalural

resources within it The followlng mission slalements all support the acquisiiton of the pmp.eﬂy at
Eagle Lake for the development of a publle boallng accoss sile,

» '"The Michigan Deparlment of Natural Resourceas Is commilled io ihe gonservalfon,
profection, manageiment, use and enjoyment of the slale’s natural and cullural resources for

eurrent and future generallons.”

>  “The Parks and Recreallon Division's Misslon is to acquire, prolecl, and preserve the nalural
and ctiltural fealures of Michigan’s unique resources, and lo provide access lo land and
water based public recreation and educational opporiunifies,” '

»  “The Michigan Slale Waterways Commission works {o provide safe public access lo the
Great Lakes and Inland walers of the Stale of Michigan, Working with pariners, the
- Cominission oversees the use of dedfealed funds provided by boalers for the acquisition,
consirucilon and operation of the infrastructure needed lo suppor boaling.”

» “The Michigan Depaﬁmén! of Environmenlal Quallly promotes wise management of
Michigan’s alr, land, and wafer resources to stppoil a suslalnable environment, healthy

communities, and vibrant economy.”

Walerways Program Rev. 6/18/2013
Parks and Recreation Division !
Michigan Depariment of Natwral Resources






Lansing, Michigan 48909

BLOOM S

SLUGGETT Tl e e e Clifford H. Bloom
MORGAN T T T Direct Dial (616) 965-9342
Direct Fax (616) 965-9352

- ‘ . chloom@bsmlawpe.com

COUNSELORS & ATTORNEYS

June 18, 2013

Via Fax and First Class Mail

Michigan State Waterways Commission

State of Michigan
P. O. Box 30257

Re:r—Eagle Tiake in Ontwa Township, Cass County, Michigan
Former “The Dock” Property
Option to Purchase by the DNR

Dear Commission Members:

We are legal counsel for the Eagle Lake Improvement Association (the “Association™),
which represents most of the lakefront property owners at Eagle Lake in Ontwa Township, Cass
County, Michigan. This letter pertains to the purchase option apparently held by the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (the “DNR™) with regard to the property located at the east end
of Eagle Lake formerly known as “The Dock” property (the “Property”). It is our understanding
that the Michigan State Waterways Commission (the “Commission”) will be addressing the
DNR’s potential purchase of the Property at its upcoming meeting on June 21, 2013.

Prior to any decisions being made regarding whether the DNR should exercise its option
to purchase the Property, there are several matters of which the Comimission should be aware.
First, Ontwa Township Supervisor John Brielmaier sent a letter fo the DNR dated March 21,
2013, wherein Mr. Brielmaier sfated that “Ontwa Township supports the DNR purchasing yhe
fsic] Dock Property to be used as a boat launch and public park.” The Association believes that
Mr. Brielmaier’s letter is both misleading and inaccurate. The positions and policies for Ontwa
Township can only be set with the approval of the seven-person elected Ontwa Township Board.
‘The Association has not been able to find any minutes or other information indicating that the
Ontwa Township Board ever voted on whether to support the DNR purchase of the Property for
a boat launch or otherwise. In fact, at ‘the recent Ontwa Township Board meeting held on
June 10, 2013, Mr. Briclmaier publicly admitted that no formal vote had been taken by the
Township Board and that he simply did an informal survey of Township Board members. Not
only does that not constitute formal Ontwa Township policy, but such actions could potentially
be a violation of the Michigan Open Meetings Act, being MCL 15,261 ef seq.

- Commission members should also'be aware that a boat lannch and boat launch parking
facility are not cumrently allowed for the Property pursuant to the Ontwa Township Zoning
Ordinance, as amended (the “Zoning Ordinance™). Clearly, any DNR ‘boat ramp and boat ramp
parking facility would be subject to local zoning regulations pursuant to Burt Twp v DNR, 459

15 lonia SW . Suite 640 . Grand Rapids . Ml 48503 . 1 616,065.9340 . f 616.9656.8350 . www,bsmfawpc;com
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Page 2

Mich 659 (1999). The Property is located within the L-R Lake Residential zoning district under
the Zoning Ordinance. A boat launch facility and boat launch parking are not permitted uses
within that zoning district. See Section 8.02 of the Zoning Ordinance. Association officials have
asked Ontwa Township Zoning Administrator Wayne Hardin whether he has approved a boat
Jaunch and boat launch parking facility for the Property or whether such uses are even allowed
on the Property pursnant to the Zoning Ordinance. Mr. Hardin has indicated to Association
officials that he has not approved a boat launch or boat launch parking facility for the Property.
Regarding whether or not the boat launch facility and boat launch parking are permitted uses
within the L-R zoning district, Mr. Hardin has been noncommittal. He has indicated to
Association officials that such uses would be allowed only if they are considered a “park” (for

~which he has not- given an opinion — he apparently believes that the- Township Planning---—-- ----

~~Commission must makefhat interprefation);:- Association officialsdonot believe that the DNR’s
proposal would be a “park. ~

. Some have asserted that the Property has been used for maﬁy years as an informal boat
Jaunch and that the DNR would be able to develop a boat launch for “safe and effective access”
to the lake. Such assertions are off base for at least two reasons. First, the site is inherently

unsafe for any boat launching uses, given its proximity to a busy public road. There is no
effective way to launch a boat into the lake at that site without interfering with road traffic.

Second, the degree of usage of the informal boat launch in the past will pale in comparison to the
high volume watercraft launching that will occur pursvant to an improved DNR public boat
launch site, The Association will address this and other pertinent issues in more detail at your

upcoming meeting,

This letter will supersede and replace the virtually identical letter of June 17, 2013, as
there was an exror in that earlier letter which lisied me as the “Township Attomey” under my
signature, We represent a significant number of townships and the wiong format was
erroncously utilized. We are not legal counsel for Ontwa Township. We regret any

misunderstanding that such error may have caused,

The Association thanks the Commission and its members for your careful consideration
of these issues.
Very fruly yours,

Al

ce: Eagle Lake Improvement Association
Roland Johnson, DNR Parks & Recreation Division

John Brielmaier, Ontwa Township Supervisor

‘Paula Ralph, Ontwa Township Clerk
Wayne Hardin, Ontwa Township Zoning Administrator

! 1t should be noted that the Zoning Administrator recently indicated that the Property is located within the R-1A
Residential zoning district pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance, which is erroneous.






* Ontwa Tow:-a-shi;;s“upﬁ(;ﬁs the DNR purchasing yhe Dock Prroperty 1o be vsed as a boat launch and public park.

Township of Ontwa » County of Cass » State of Michigan

26225 U.8. 12 + P.0. Box 209 » Edwardsburg, M1 49112 + Fax: {269} 663-0072 ¢« Phone; (269) 663-2347

www.ontwatwp.org

Paul Yauk March 21, 2013
DNR

Paul,
John Brielmaier

Ontwa Township
Supervisor
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Board of Commissioners: ' Roger Bowser, Member
Leroy Krempege, Chalrnan Thomas Celie, Member
Pete Fournfer, Member

Clifford Poehlman, Vice Chalrman

December 15, 2011

Mr. Roland Johnson

MUDNR Parks and Recreation Division
Plainwell District Manager

B Plainwell Operation Servlce Center _ L e e
ST 621 North 10" Street - T T T T

Plainwell, Michigan 49080

Re:  Potential Boating Access Site

Dear Mr. Johnson:

The Cass County Road Commission supports the conceptual plan to establish and maintain a
Boating Access Site on what is known as the “Dock” property in Ontwa Township in Cass

County.

This site has been used for many years, in an informal manner, for boaters to access Eagle Lake,
This site also has the potential to access Juno, Christiana, and Painter Lakes to the east from a’
common property. ‘The formal development of a safe and effective access for boaters would be a
benefit to the community at a sife historically used by boaters and fishermen.

If you acquire the property the Cass County Road Commission looks ahead to a cooperative
effort to establish a safer public access to Eagle Lake at this location.

Sincerely,

Equal Opportunily Employer Phone: (269} 445-8611
Fax: (269) 445-2376

340N, O'Kesle S, P.O. Box 68
Cassopolis, Michlgan 49031 Website: casscoroad.com

/0,






____ result of the recent DNR Juno access renovatlan, . : i
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71077 M-62 South  Edwardsburg, Mi 49112 . o :
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We the undersigned petition the Michlgan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
Lake and deslenate ft as a publfie parking area to Eagle Lake, Furthermore, 4 boat ramp could be
constructed on the channel located at the north side of the property to provide access to the Juno Chaln
which Ineludes Suno, Christiana and Painter Lakes, The parking fot not only could serve both waters and
provide the additlonal boating access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless
anglers. The additional access to the Juno Chaln would restore some of the parking/access lost as the
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The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardsburg, M 49112

\
i

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
Lake and desighate it as a public parking area to Eagle Lake. Furthermore, a boat ramp could be
constructed on the channel focated at the north side of the property to provide access to the Juno Chain
which Includes juno, Christiana and Painter Lakes. The parking lot not only could serve both waters and
provide the additional boatmg access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless

...anglers._The additional access to the Juno Chain would restore some of the parking/access lost as the _

result of the recent DNR Juno access renovatlon.
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The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardsburg, M1 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michlgan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
Lake and designate it as a public parking area to Eagle Lake. Furthermore, a boat ramp could be
constructed on the channel located at the north side of the property to provide access to the Juno Chain
which includes Juno, Christiana and Painter Lakes. The parking lot not only could serve both waters and
provide the additional boatmg access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless
—-— —--anglers. The additlonal access to the Juno Chain would restore some of the parking/access lost as the "= —

T sl of the't recent t DNR Juno access renovation,
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The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardsburg, M} 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
Lake and.designate it as a public parking area to Eagle Lake, Furthermore, a boat ramp could be
constructed on the chanpel located at the north side of the properly {o provide access to the Juno Chain
which Includes Juno, Christlana and Painter Lakes. The parking lot not only could serve both waters and
provide the additional hoating access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless

- anglers,- The additional access to the Juno Chain would restore some of the palklng/access Jost as the ~s .

~~ Testltof the Fecant DNRJURO aécess Tenovation. T T T

Name
B AN
2 %ﬁg/ %
o j &/j A
74 J{Z/mﬁm TILL LB
/ VG
42 o on b LIRS
g 7, Mf\/m/y —
I RO

7’// /éé 7= ﬁg}?
v _ld A 0, Al
WA%H’L_M g %

97 X )m ﬂL(/(L % A
#4 /,1’/////,,/ 4//7/ 7
77, /ZA?:L'/WW L

néc/&m(} Dt N

o de Tl AN Y oir 73
52 /M/J /{m //%H Y /i -@//_"f? <

-4 r)&WL // 12/!}5(

--—-'.—/'_‘7
S5 JLM/ /5?_/44-: 24 7

57 pot ﬁLu«v%q

Address

Y QRO

/2. 7y

' 7&&@ 977.9

) Vusi Lyl

AT Sy
&;&waﬁééuﬁ 7
B UVhee
ke M

| N
’5:,";/-)&‘:".’




The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardsburg, M1 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DR to'purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
Lake and deslgnate it as a public parking area to Eagle Lake. Furthermore, a boat ramp could be
constructed on the channel located at the north side of the property to provide access to the Juno Chain
which Includes Juno, Christlana and Painter Lakes, The parking lot not only could serve both waters and
provide the additional boatlng access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless

anglers, The additional accéss to the Juno Chaln would restore - some of the parking/access lost as the = ————
result of the recent DNR Juno access renovation,

Name Address

) ‘-.. A s y Ui scbilis, why g0t

s, /x.(]fl)/"\_ j/ n,;;g{/ R /. J)/:Lc./m/w 4:3:«{/ VAT
6o, MWQJV\ (71 Lzl/éq R ('r?AM/Pf IN Y36
ol flmiy /%/ Mk /;( et Jﬂf{ ~ us7Y
4 0/[/// ( 946 Qpid 7

.. i //024 ) __[;,’, /d/ -
4z [ CLM ” P (i eka T Y3
A m’mﬁh R o T OS5

@575 p/
s %xzj ol
é/ ,(,f fyua/fc g

//&f 2 4{!9
¢5. AOHN G’AUM\EE

7. ‘M{ 6

/4 /',z;/z/(/} R BT
WS Y, oz o
écﬂuucfefgbqq AT qu(‘&
B
.-E[JWAMJ/;’UM) ME 4901 ‘
Bearg? v YLSZ0)
thx_\, e Ya1ae

BN 000 &0 T9psEO
_ G/qf/zqf/ TR i 530
blrifbe e 46532

il 16 Ve

A R e i s




The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardsburg, il 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle

Lake and designate It as a publlic parking area to Eagle Lake, Furthermore, a boat ramp could be

constructed on the channel located at the north side of the property to provide access to the Juno Chain

which Includes Juno, Christiana and Painter Lakes. The parking lot not only could serve both waters and

provide the additional boating access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boattess

anglers, The additional access to the Juno Chaln would restore some of the parking/access lostasthe . _ ______

" resulE of the recent DNR fino access Fenovation.”
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The Trading Post

71077 M-62 South Edwardshurg, M1 49112

We the undersigned p'etitlon the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
Lake and deslignate It as a public parking area to Eagle Lake, Furthermore, a boat ramp could be
constructed on the channel tocated at the north side of the property to proﬁlde access to the Juno Chaln
which includes Juno, Christiana and Painter Lakes. The parking lot not only could serve both waters and
provide the additional boating access ‘we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless
anglers, The additional access to the Juno Chain would restore some of the parklng/access lostasthe——— =

~ Tesuft of the recent DNR Juno access renovation.
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The Trading Post

71077 M-62 South Edwardsburg, il 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle

Lake and designate it as a public parking area to Eagle Lake. Furthermore, a hoat ramp could be

constructed on the channel focated at the north side of the property to provide access to the Juno Chain

which includes Juno, Christiana and Palnter Lakes. The parking lot not only could serve both waters and

provide the additional boating access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless
- anglers, The additlonal access to.the Juno Chaln'would restore some of the parking/access Iost as the —

TTTTTTresultof the recent DNRJUNG access Ténovation,
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The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardsburg, Mf 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Pock Property adjacent to Fagle
Lake and deslgnate it as a public parking area to Fagle Lake. Furthermore, 3 boat ramp could be
constructed on the channel located at the north side of the property to provide access to the Juno Chaln
which includes Juno, Christiana and Palnter Lakes. The parking lot not only could serve both waters and
provide the additional boatmg access We dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless
- anglers. The additional access to the juno Chain would restore some of the e parking/access fost asthe
~ result of the recent DNR Juno access renovation,
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The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardsburg, Mi 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
Lake.and deslgnate It as a public parking area to Eagle Lake, Furthermore, a boat ramp could be
constructed on the channel located at the north side of the property to provide access to the Juno Chaln
which Includes Juno, Christiana and Painter Lakes, The patking lot not only could serve both waters and
provide the additional boating access we dearly need, but also provide shore flshing access for boatless
“ahglers. The additlonal access to the Juno Chaln wou]d restore some of the parking/access lost as the C e

Feslilf of the recent DNH Jino access renovation,
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The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardsburg, Ml 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
- Lake and designate It as a publlc parking area to Eagle Lake, Furthermore, a boat ramp could be
constructed on the channel Jocated at the.north side of the property to provide access to the Juno Chain
which includes Juno, Christlana and Pafnter Lakes. The parking lot not only could serve both waters and
provide the additional boating access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless
" “anglers. The additional access to. the Juno Chain wuuid resto;e some of the parkmg/access !ost as the —_—

" “result of the recent DNR Juno access renovation.
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The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardshurg, M} 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle

take and deslgnate it as a public parking area to Eagle Lake, Furthermore, a boat ramp could be

constructed on the channel located at the north side of the property to ‘provide access to the funo.hain

which Includes Juno, Christiana and Paluter Lakes. The parking lot not only could serve both water§ and .
provide the addltional boating access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless T
anglers. The additional access to the Juno Cham would restore some of the parking/access lostasthe .
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The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardshurg, M) 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
Lake and deslgnate it as a public parking area to Fagle Lake, Furthermore, a boat ramp could be
constructed on the channel located at the north side of the property to provide access to the luno Chain
which includes Juno, Christfana and Painter Lakes. The parking lot hot only could serve both waters and
provide the additional boating access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless
-——— ———— anglers;- The additional access to the Juno Chaln WOLer restore some of the parkmg/access lost as the e
U restltof thé recent DNR JGno access renovation,” o
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The Trading Post
71077 M-82 South Edwardshurg, MF 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent ta Eagle
Lake and deslanate It as a publlc parking area to Eogle Lake. Furthermore, 2 boat ramp could be
constructed on the channal located at the north side of the property to provide access to the June Chain
which ineludes June, Christiana and Palnter Lakes, The parking lot nat only could serve both vatars and
provide the additional boating atcess we dearly need, but afso provide shore fishing access for boatless
anglers, The additional access to the Juno Chaln would restore soma of the parking/access lnst a¢ tha
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~result of the recent DNR Juno access renovation,
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The Frading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardsburg, Mi 49112

We the undersfgned petltfon the Michigar DNR to purchase the formar Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
Lake and deslgnate It as a public parking area to Eagle Lake, Furtharmare, 2 boat ramp could be
constructed on the channel located at the north side of the property to provide access to the Juna Chain
which Includes J uino, Christiana and Painter Lakes, The parking lot not only could serve both waters and
provide the additional boating access we dearly need, but also provide shore fi ishing access for boatless
anglers. The additional access to the Juno Chain would restore some of the parking/accass tast as the
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The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South  Edwardsburg, MI 49312

We the indersigned petition the Michligan GNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
Lake and designate It 25 a public parking area to Ezgle Laka, Furthermore, 4 boat ramp could be
constructed on the channel locsted at the north side of the property to provide gccess to the Juno Chain
which Ineludes Juno, Christlana and Painter Lakes, The parking lot not anly could serve both waters and
_provide the additional boating access we dearly need, but also provide shore Rehing access for boatless
anglers. The additlonal accass to tha funo Chaln would restofe some of thy parkfng/access Ios’r asthe
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e : regu[t of the recent DNR Juno access refiovation,

The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South  Edwardsburg, M1 49112

We the imdersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
Lake and designate It as a public parking area to Eagle Lake. Furthermore, 2 boat ramp could be )
constructed on the channel located at the north side of the property to provide access to the Juno Chain
which Includes June, Chrictiona and Painter Lokes. The parking lot not only could serve both watels and
provide the additional boating access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless

anglers The additional access to the Juno Chain would restore some of the parklng/access [ost asthe -
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The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardsburg, M1 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Eagle
Lake-and deslgnate it as a public parking area to Eagle take, Furthermore, a boat ramp could be

constriicted on the channel focated at the north side of the property to provide access to the Juno Chaln

fodt o
which inchides Juno, Chrictiang ond Polnter Lokes. Thep par mug lot not un]{ cotld seive both watels and

provide the additional boating access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless
_anglers. The additional access to the Juno Chaln would restore some of gb_g parl;lng/acct_ess lostasthe =

“Trasult of the recent DR Jurio access teriovation: ™
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The Trading Post
71077 M-62 South Edwardsburg, M) 49112

We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former Dock Property adjacent to Fagle
Lake and designate It as a public parking area to Eagle Lake, Furthermore, a hoat ramp could be
constructed on the channel located at the north side of the property to provide access to the June Chain

which ln.r‘ll e Ilgnn (‘i’nr?rhm}—; and Dalntar |
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Lakes. The o l\lllf’) o7 ot ut!!y' could zeive notl Watels and

provide the additlonal boating access we dearly need, but also provide shore fishing access for boatless

_ anglers, The additional access to the Juno Chaln would restore some of the parkmg/access Iost as the :
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" result of the recent DNR Juno a access renovat
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