Know Your Fish — Common Fish Species

Lake Trout

spotted back

1f_7

well forked tail

Brook Trout _ wormy marks on back

black and white

edges on fins —

tail slightly forked

Rainbow Trout (Steelhead)

white mouth .

spotted tail

10-12 anal fin rays

Splake

wormy marks on back

v

tail slightly forked

Rainbow Trout

usually pink streak l
spotted tail with definite fork

black spots on upper
back and adipose fin

Pink Salmon

black spots on tail

13-19 anal fin rays

Brown Trout
boxy shaped body

red or orange spots

upper jaw extends
beyond rear of eye

Abdomen usually yellow

Atlantic Salmon

upper jaw extends to ‘
rear of eye black “x” marks on

torpedo shaped body upper body

Coho Salmon small spots on upper

portion of tail\

dark mouth with

Whitish gums 13 - 15 anal fin rays

vertical bars on sides

Smallmouth
Bass

upper jaw does ',
not extend
beyond back of eye

33 large black spots
over tail and
upper portion of body

Chinook “King
Salmon

dark mouth and gums
15 - 17 anal fin rays

Northern Pike

N

five or less sensory
pores per side on
lower jaw

bean shaped yellowish spots on green background

cheek fully scaled but only upper half
of gill cover scaled

Muskellunge

N —

six or more sensory
pores per side on

dark bars or spots on light background

lower jaw only upper half of cheek and gill
covers are scaled
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La rgemouth dark horizontal band

upper jaw extendé
beyond back of eye

Black Crappie

seven or more
dorsal spines

red eye

six spines

lllustrations by — Joseph R. Tomelleri




scarlet spot

turquoise and yellow bands

o il fi
Tellow 508 Flathead Catfish '™
Perch L dark bands

\

lower jaw extends
beyond upper jaw

no sharp
canine teeth

Bluegill

black flap

dark spot

pointed pectoral fin

dark blotch and fins not .
Walleye connected Channel Catfish
upper jaw extends
beyond lower jaw forked tail fin

eyes are very
reflective

white tip

Redear Sunfish (female)

black ear flap
with red
border

Asian Carp Pose
Threat to Great Lakes

Bighead Carp

Photos courtesy U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Silver Carp

Four species of Asian carp, including the
bighead carp and silver carp shown above,
are threatening to arrive in Michigan.
Bighead carp are so voracious they leave
nothing for native species. The silver carp
is a safety hazard because it can jump
high enough to hit people in boats. Anglers
should be alert for any carp that appears
to have its eyes looking down. If you find
an unidentified carp in any inland or Great
Lakes waters, freeze it and take it to a DNR
Operations Service Center.

This Year,
Reconnect with
Someone You
Care Ahout...

TAKE THEM FISHING

Get information
and get going at:
takemefishing.org

Angler Access Guide to Lake Michigan

Even if you don’t own a boat to go fishing on the big lake, many sites along the Michigan
public shoreline provide exciting angling options. These public access sites, many of which
provide opportunities for persons with disabilities, include breakwaters, fishing piers and
platforms along harbors, river mouths and stretches of beach. The Angler Access Guide to
Lake Michigan, published by the Great Lakes Fishery Trust, is a web-based guide designed
to help anglers fish the Lake Michigan shoreline, from New Buffalo to Mackinaw City.

Shore fishing is a basic, inexpensive sport that is fun and produces food for the table. You
do not need costly electronics. Requirements include standard rods and reels, a handful of
spoons or jigs, a good net, a comfortable chair, and the essentials for catching fish: hooks,
sinkers, line and bait. To the shore-bound angler, however, pastures often seem greener in
the trolling lanes far out into Lake Michigan. But sometimes
the fishing is better close to shore, occasionally in water

so shallow boat anglers can’t reach it. This phenomenon is
especially true in early spring and again in fall when trout,
salmon and other game fish cruise shoreward to feed or to
spawn.

During summer, steelhead begin to enter many southern
Lake Michigan rivers, such as the Galien and St. Joseph. A
combination of water temperature and flow volume attracts
these exciting fish from early July through September. In
addition, chinook salmon make commando-like raids on river
mouths, where they seek minnows, insects and other food
sluicing along with the current. Breakwater anglers catch
them in the inky darkness before dawn.

The Angler Access Guide to Lake Michigan, which can be
accessed at www.glft.org, includes detailed information
about access and locations complete with maps; how to
shore fish, including tips; and relevant links.
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Other sources of information:

Great Lakes Fishery Commission: www.glfc.org/
Great Lakes Fishery Trust: www.glft.org
Great Lakes Sport Fishing Council:
www.great-lakes.org
Great Lakes Council of the Federation
of Fly Fishers: www.fffglc.org/
Michigan Charter Boat Association:
www.micharterboats.com
Michigan Council of Trout Unlimited:
www.mctu.org/
Michigan Fishweb: www.fishweb.com
Michigan Steelhead and Salmon
Fishermen’s Association: www.mssfa.com
Michigan Sea Grant: www.miseagrant.org
Michigan United Conservation Clubs:
www.mucc.org
Recreational Boat and Fishing
Foundation: www.rbff.org

Thank you for purchasing a
2009 Michigan Fishing License

Each year an estimated two million Michigan
residents and nonresident tourists fish
Michigan waters. Recreational fishing is the
largest and highest-valued use of the state’s
fishery resources. The economic impact of
sport fishing is in excess of $2 billion annually
and provides more than 15,000 jobs.

The mission of the DNR Fisheries Division
is to protect and enhance fish environments,
habitat, populations, and other forms of
aquatic life and promote optimum use of
these resources for the benefit of the people
of Michigan.

Your purchase of a fishing license supports
the work of department employees who
manage and protect Michigan’s abundant
aquatic resources. We encourage you to
keep fishing and to share your experiences
with others. In doing so, you can do your
part to keep our state’s fishing heritage alive
for future generations.

Fisheries Division
Appropriation Budget
Fiscal Year 2008-2009 ($30,029,900)

Funding Sources

Game and Fish Protection Fund:
$18,665,900 (62%)

The funds are mainly derived from
fishing and hunting license revenues
and all monies are earmarked

for fishing- and hunting-related
operations.

Sport Fish Restoration Fund:
$9,188,300 (31%)
These funds come from federal excise

taxes on fishing and boating equipment and motorboat fuel.
Michigan received $13.0 million in fiscal year 2008 (seventh in the
nation) of which $11.0 million was used for Fisheries operating
programs. Additional funds were used for administrative and
Parks and Recreation Division capital outlay projects in support of

fisheries and boating programs.

The Operations Service Centers shown below are open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
RAP (Report All Poaching) 800-292-7800
Weekly Fishing Report...517-373-0908 On the Web at www.michigan.gov/dnr.

Baraga
427 US-41 North

Baraga, MI 49908 Marquette
906.353.6651 1990 US-41 South

Marquette, MI 49855
906-228-6561

Fisheries Division’s organizational structure
is based on Great Lakes Basins using
watersheds as the fundamental
ecological management unit.

Western
Lake Superior
Management

Unit

Newberry
5100 M-123
Newberry, MI 49868
906-293-5131
Northern Lake Huron
Management Unit
Gaylord
1732 W M-32
Gaylord, MI 49735
989-732-3541

Eastern Lake Superior
Management Unit

Northern Lake Michigan
Management Unit

Escanaba ) Roscommon
6833 Hwy 2, 41 & M-35 \ 8717 N. Roscommon Rd.
Gladstone, Ml 49837 — Roscommon, M| 48653
906-786-2351 / _ 989-275-5151
_/ Southern
Central Lake Michigan va Lake Huron

Management Unit Management Unit

Cadillac .
8015 Mackinaw Trail ?;836 (S:;;;)t,e Park
Cadillac, Ml 49601 Drive
231-775-9727 % Bay City, MI 48706
Southern Lake Michigan 989-684-9141
Management Unit Lake Erie

Plainwell

621 N. 10th St.
Plainwell, Ml 49080
269-685-6851

Southfield Management Unit
26000 W. Eight Mile Rd.

Southfield, M| 48034

248-359-9040

Game and Fish

62% .

Other Funds: $2,175,700 (7%)

Litigation settlement, private and other federal funds amounted to
$2,100,700 of Fisheries operating programs. General funds, which
are derived from general taxes, amounted to $75,000, which is less
than one percent of Fisheries operating programs.

Appropriations by Program (Total: $30,029,900)
Fisheries Resources Management Program: $20,169,700 (67%)
Expenditures are for the protection and maintenance of healthy
Great Lakes and inland waters and fish communities and for

the rehabilitation of those species and habitats that have been
degraded.

Fish Production Program: $8,877,900 (30%)

Expenditures are for the hatchings, reading and transportation of
fish required for management of both the Great Lakes and inland
fisheries.

Aquatic Resource Mitigation Program: $907,300 (3%)
Water Withdrawal Assessment Program: $75,000 (less than 1%)
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Sport Fish
31%





