
Harsens Island Habitat Update, August 24, 2015 

Corn, buckwheat, and millet are very good in the refuge. 

Zones 1-4:  Crops in this field are very strong this season.  Zones 3 and 4 have experienced some deer 
damage on corn, but has recovered with very good cover for hunting and is in better shape than last 
season. 

Zones 5-7: Crops are very good in this field. Corn is well over head height and buckwheat and millet are 
in better shape than last year.  In addition to planted crops, we have a lot of nutsedge and smartweed 
growing in wet margins of fields which has added another waterfowl food component. 

Zone 8: This is a single hunter zone.  It is planted to corn and buckwheat, and is in good shape.  Button 
brush has died back, but this zone is expected to offer some good opportunity this hunting season. 

Zones 9-12: Corn added a lot of growth with the high daytime temps and warm nights over the past 
couple months.  Buckwheat and millet fields have done well. Normally zone 12 experiences heavy crop 
damage from geese, however this year the crops in 12 are much better than in the past and will provide 
good cover and waterfowl food this hunting season. 

Zones 13-17: Crops are all very good in these zones.  Corn, buckwheat, and millet are doing very good.  
Zone 13 had some beans planted in the southern portion of it, but was heavily browsed by deer and 
geese.  There are some beans still growing, but yellow nutsedge filled in the area which has provided a 
diverse mix of waterfowl forage.  It will be interesting to see how this added food component influences 
duck use this fall. 

Zone 18: This zone is the only area that has very poor corn cover.  Unfortunately, due to extremely wet 
conditions and being planted later than all surrounding fields, this zone experienced heavy browsing by 
deer this season and corn is quite small and sparse.  Small grains appear to be doing well but cover is 
expected to be problematic for hunting this fall. There are some patches of long grass and brush that 
hunters can hide in, but concealing parties of 3 or 4 hunters will be challenging. 

Zones 21-23:  Crops in this field consist of corn, buckwheat, and millet, and are all growing quite well.  
Food and cover in this field is expected to be very good this fall. 

Zones 24-27:  This field is planted to corn, buckwheat, and millet.  Buckwheat and millet are growing 
nicely and expected to provide good forage for waterfowl.  Zones 25 and 27 have very high dense corn 
and small grains.  Zone 24 has some large patches of sparse corn, but will offer enough cover for 
hunting.  Zone 26 has very good dense corn on 1/3 of the zone nearest the refuge, but 2/3 of the zone is 
patchy and/or modest corn cover.  Hunters will have to use care not to knock down the corn in zones 24 
and 26 in order to make the cover last for the season. 

Zones 28-30:  This field has very good corn, buckwheat, and millet, with the exception of zone 30.  
Overall, corn in zone 30 started out  sparse and small, but recovered nicely with the high temperatures 



during the past couple of months.  In addition to corn, there are small patches of button-brush and tall 
grasses that will provide some cover, so hunters will have more options for concealment this fall. 

East Marsh (Zones 31-40’s): This unit is currently drawn down in order to improve habitat conditions.  
We are observing a flush of annuals in the form of smartweed, yellow nutsedge, spikerush, gray sedge, 
and other shallow wetland plants that will be beneficial to waterfowl.  Cattail hummocks are beginning 
to settle and breakdown, and we are hoping for a prescribed burn soon to remove dead phragmites, 
which was chemically treated last fall.  This unit may have sheet-water on it this fall for hunting season, 
but access and maneuverability will be limited due to conditions.  We are not planning on closing this 
unit to hunting, but those that choose this unit may find it difficult hunting.  This drawdown is scheduled 
to last through next summer before water levels are restored for the 2016 season.   

West Marsh (Zones 60’s and 70’s): We have good wild-rice growing in the west marsh and cattail cover 
is thick, so hunters may find good hunting opportunities for gadwall, widgeon, and teal. With high lake 
levels, water in the West Marsh will likely be several inches higher than years past. 


