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Minimum Entry Lengths/Weights and Current State Records
Catch and Release Entries must meet minimum length

Catch and Keep Entries must meet minimum weight

American Eel 32” 3-0 7-7
Bass, Largemouth 22” 6-0 11-15
Bass, Rock 11” 1-0 3-10
Bass, Smallmouth 21” 5-0 9-4
Bass, Warmouth 9” 1-0 1-6
Bass, White 16” 2-0 6-7 
Bluegill 10” 1-0 2-12 
Buffalo, Bigmouth 32” 20-0 24-12 
Buffalo, Black 26”   10-0 33-4 
Bullhead, Black 14” 1-4 3-7 
Bullhead, Brown 14” 1-8 3-10 
Bullhead, Yellow  14” 1-8 3-9.6
Bowfi n 27” 7-0 14-0
Burbot 26” 5-0 18-4
Carp 30” 20-0 61-8
     45-0
Carpsucker, Quillback 19” 3-0 8-0
Catfi sh, Channel 27” 8-0 40-0
Catfi sh, Flathead 29” 10-0 47-8
Crappie, Black 14” 1-12 4-2
Crappie, White 14” 1-12 3-6
Freshwater Drum 21” 7-0 26-0
Gizzard Shad 16” 1-8 4-2
Lake Herring 16” 2-8 5-6
Lake Sturgeon 50” 70-0  193-0
Longnose Gar  32” 5-0 18-0
Musky, Great Lks. 42” 20-0 48-0
Musky, Northern 42” 20-0 49-12
Musky, Tiger 42” 20-0 51-3
Northern Pike 40” 18-0 39-0
Perch, White 10” 0-8 1-14
Perch, Yellow 14” 1-13 3-12
Salmon, Atlantic 33” 12-0 32-10
Salmon, Chinook 41” 27-0 46-1 
Salmon, Coho 32” 12-0 30-9 
Salmon, Pink 21” 3-0 8-9 
Smelt 10” None 12”
Splake  25” 6-0 17-8 
Sucker, Longnose 17” 2-0 6-14 
Sucker, N. Hog 13” 1-8 2-8 
Sucker, Redhorse 22” 4-0 12-14.2 
Sucker, White 20” 3-0 7-3
Sunfi sh, Green  9” 0-12 1-8
Sunfi sh, P.Seed 9” 0-12 1-5.6
Sunfi sh, Redear 10” 1-0 1-15.5
Trout, Brook 17” 2-0 9-8
Trout, Brown 33” 16-0 36-13
Trout, Lake 34” 18-0 61-8
Trout, Rainbow
  (Steelhead) 34” 17-0 26-8
Walleye 29” 11-0 17-3
Whitefi sh, Lake 23” 6-0 14-4.5 
Menominee 15” 1-0 4-0

Length Measurement Directions: Measure fi sh from tip of nose (or lower jaw) 

to tip of tail in a straight line (DO NOT measure in a curve around the body 

from nose to tail). Measure to the closest 1/8th inch. Tail and jaw should be 

pinched together.

Species
Current State

Record (lbs.-oz.)
Minimum Entry
Length (inches)

Minimum Entry
Weight (lbs. -oz.)

Pinch tail to 
form a point

Pinch mouth 

closed

Angler Rights On Public Streams
On fenced or posted property or farm property, a fi sherman wading 
or fl oating a navigable public stream may, without written or oral 
consent, enter upon property within the clearly defi ned banks of the 
stream or, without damaging farm products, walk a route as closely 
proximate to the clearly defi ned bank as possible when necessary 
to avoid a natural or artifi cial hazard or obstruction, including, but 
not limited to, a dam, deep hole, or a fence or other exercise of 
ownership by the riparian owner.

Railroad Rights-Of-Way
Railroad rights-of-way are private property. Trespassing on railroad 
property, including trestles and bridges, is a misdemeanor. You must 
have written permission of the railroad company to be exempt from 
railway trespass.

Angler Harassment Information
Anglers in Michigan have the right to enjoy their sport free from 
unreasonable and deliberate interference. Michigan law prohibits 
individuals from obstructing or interfering with the lawful taking of 
aquatic species. The DNR supports fi shing as a legitimate form 
of recreation and as a useful tool in the management of aquatic 
resources. Michigan Conservation Offi cers are committed to 
protecting anglers from the intentional disruption of the fi shing 
experience. Individuals whose fi shing is being obstructed 
should promptly report the violation to the DNR by calling a local 
conservation offi cer, the nearest DNR offi ce (see p. 47) or toll free 
800-292-7800 (RAP hotline).

Personal Flotation Devices (PFD)
When selecting a PFD, read the label to make sure it is for a 
person of your size and weight. Try your PFD on to make sure it fi ts 
properly and check to make sure it is U.S. Coast Guard approved.

Craft under 16 feet long:
If your boat is less than 16 feet long or it is a canoe or kayak, you 
must choose either wearable or throwable PFDs. You must still 
have one PFD for each person on board. The U.S. Coast Guard 
requires all vessels less  than 16 feet, used on the Great Lakes or 
connecting waterways, to carry one wearable approved Type I, II, or 
III device for each person on board.

Craft 16 feet or longer:
If your boat is 16 feet or longer, you must have on board at least 
one Throwable Device (Type IV PFD), PLUS one of any of these 
wearable PFDs for each person on board:
l Offshore Life Jacket (Type I PFD)
l Near-shore Buoyant Vest (Type II PFD)
l Flotation Aid (Type III PFD)

Michigan law requires:
l Everyone operating, riding on, or being towed by a personal 
watercraft must wear Type I, II, or III PFD.
l Persons less than six years old must wear a Type I or Type II PFD 
when riding on the open deck area of a boat underway.

Master Angler Awards
Patches are awarded to all entries meeting established minimum 
weights, or, in the case of Catch and Release, minimum lengths. 
However, no more than one patch per species will be awarded to 
each angler per year. Master Angler Certifi cates are awarded to 
anglers who catch State Record fi sh or one of the top 5 fi sh of each 
species in both the Catch and Keep and Catch and Release category.

State records are recognized by weight only. To qualify for a state 
record, your fi sh must exceed the current listed state record weight 
and identifi cation must be verifi ed by a DNR fi sheries biologist (see 
offi ce locations page 47).  All fi sh, whether state record or qualifying 
catch and keep entry, must be weighed on a commercial scale 

(grocery store, meat market, etc) and record the business name 
where scale is located. If possible, attach weight slip.

To enter the Master Angler Program, complete an application 
form and send it to: Fisheries Division, Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources, Box 30446, Lansing MI 48909. This information 
is required under the Authority of Part 487 of 1994 P.A. 451, as 
amended.

Applications are available at all locations and on our Web site. The 
deadline for submitting an entry is Jan. 9, 2010. Be sure to include 
a photo of your fi sh if it has not already been identifi ed by a DNR 
fi sheries biologist.


