SHIAWASSEE RIVER STATE GAME AREA

2016 CROP STATUS REPORT- 7/30/16

2016 is shaping up as perhaps the best agricultural program in memory. The area

did not experience any spring flooding, which allowed our sharecroppers to get all

corn planted in the month of May. Decoy openings are correctly located and at

the proper 75' width. We have received just enough rain at just the right times to

keep everything growing. The following is a field by field report (please note

hunting zone layout changes in 6-8, 39-46, 55-60).

1-5 (sharecropped to corn; Oakes) Corn is excellent across the entire field.
Buckwheat in the NW corner is also excellent. Jon did not plant a 75' wide
E-W strip through the center of the field due to soil compaction from a
previous spoils transport project.

6-8 (transfer / moist soil) Corn hunting zones were planted 10 days later
than other fields and is the behind the other units. 6 and 8 should make
adequate hunting cover while the south portion of 7 is marginal. 15'
sorghum has been planted in front of the zones. 6 and 8 have been moved
to the East to improve field position while 7 has been moved to the North.
Josh did more disking in the unit this year to eliminate most of the reed
canary grass. Japanese millet is planted again.

9-14 (sharecropped to corn; Oakes) Excellent corn crop throughout the unit.
30-38 (sharecropped to soybeans; Walker) Corn is good throughout the field
with some height variation noted (same as last year). 30' buckwheat strips
planted along both side of each zone with moderate weed competition
noted.

39-46 (transfer; Walker) Corn is excellent across the entire field. 15'
sorghum has been planted in front of all zones. Buckwheat and millet are
doing well with some concern for velvetleaf competition. Zones 47 and 48
have been eliminated this year to reduce crowding in the south end of the
unit.



e 55-60 (converted to transfer shares with a new zone layout; Oakes) Instead
of 3 solid corn plantings, there is a 500' break between the East and West
zones with small grains planted in place of the corn. The result is that all
parties will have at least 500' of space between them. The new layout looks
great and we are asking for feedback from hunters this year. Corn is very
good with slight variation in height in several places. There are no sorghum
cover strips. Buckwheat and Japanese millet are planted in the same layout
as the 40s and south Prior.

e 61-66 (transfer / Oakes) Corn is excellent throughout the field. 15' sorghum
in front of all zones. Buckwheat and millet are doing well but velvet leaf
competition remains a concern.

With the expansion of the September early goose season, the MDNR will plant
green browse in all transfer share decoy openings (39-46, 55-60, and 61-66).
Hopefully this can provide good dry field goose hunting opportunity from
September 1 though 25.



