Salmon in the Classroom
Year at a Glance
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September

 Returning Teachers receive Scientific
Collector’'s Permit & two-sided stocking
permit if, and only If;

— Stocking report was mailed in to Polly Gray
the previous spring




September

Green Eggs vs. Eyed Eggs

« Green Eggs « Eyed Eggs
— Returning teachers only — New and returning teachers
— Requires trip to; — Requires trip to;
 Little Manistee Weir « Wolf Lake
« Swan River Weir * Southeast Michigan (Lake Orion)
— Small and variable window for * Platte (Beulah)
egqg pick up « Thompson (Manistique)
— 300 eggs — Pre-set dates for egg pick up
« Pro = Students see entire life — 200 eggs
cycle  Pro = More treatment, better
« Con = Less treatment, more potential for survival
potential for mortality « Con = Students do not see entire

life cycle
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e Set up tank at least TWO WEEKS prior to egg pick up
using Setting up Your Tank Guidelines (page 15)
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Check out Egg Pick Up Procedure online (updated
every September) at www.michigan.gov/sic

Contact Fisheries Biologist or SIC Program
Coordinator for detalls, per instructions
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Pick up eggs

o Typically first full
week of Octobher

October

Green Eggs

A Twsudes Frdd
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Properly Acclimate Eqggs

Remove 25% of water from
bag/container

Replace with same amount of water
from aquarium

Float the bag in tank

Repeat every 10 — 15 minutes for
approximately 1 hour

Water temperature should be within 2
degrees of each other to safely add

€ggs to aguarium
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Eyed Eggs

* Set up tank two weeks prior to egg pick up

 Check out new Egg Pick up Procedure on
the SIC website at www.michigan.gov/sic
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Green Eggs

« Maintain tank temperature of 47

e Record observations and monitor water
guality on Tank Maintenance Chart (page 19)

« Remove dead eggs

Use tweezers to
remove dead

: eggs




November

« Eyed Eggs
— Pick up eggs from Wolf Lake, Southeast Michigan, Platte or
Thompson

— Properly acclimate eggs to aquarium

« Eyed Eggs & Green Eggs
— Remove dead eggs daily
— Maintain tank temperature of 47 degrees
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Adult

December

1. Watch for latest issue of Salmon Sense via email before Winter
Break

2. Eggs will start to hatch in early part of December
— Will feed on yolk sac for first month or so
3. Start feeding if/when:

— Approximately 2/3 of fish have absorbed yolk sac & are actively
swimming up in water column

4. Check in on salmon periodically over Christmas Break (1 x week)

5. Record observations and monitor water quality on Tank
Maintenance Chart

6. Remove any dead eggs N
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January

Smolt |

. : e Other
: Feedmg Beglns — Increase and maintain tank
— Feeding 101 temperature of 52 degrees
« Follow instructions in Caring for — Record observations and
Your Salmon monitor water quality on

« Always better to underfeed than to Salmon Tank Data Sheet

over feed
« Small portions over several Lo

vy

feedings is best b
- Feed late on Friday, first thing on




Troubleshooting

— Fish lying on bottom of
tank or swimming
sideways.

 What is EMS?

— Fish not uniform in size

January

Tank Maintenance
— Change water 2x week

— Siphon waste and
uneaten food daily

— Closely monitor
water quality

e Ammonia
o Nitrate/nitrite
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January ~February ~
March ~ April ~ May

e Continued Tank Maintenance
— Water changes at least 2x week
— Siphon waste and uneaten food daily

 Observe salmon for behavioral changes
« Monitor water quality
e Feed fish dalily

« Make preparations,for feeding over
spring break &
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April

e Look for latest issue of Salmon Sense via email

« Smoltification begins; fish begin losing “parr marks” and
become more silvery in appearance

e Begin preparation for Salmon Release
— Determine what FMU you are located in
— Choose pre-approved stocking location within your FMU

_* Feed salmon over spring b,[ea__k:,\ _ i
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May

e Follow instructions in “Releasing Your Salmon”

(page 23)
e Tips:

— The less time In the bucket, the better

— Aerate or ice bucket

— 25 — 30 fish per 5 gallon bucket
- —Acclimate fish to river_mgter







Within 2 weeks of Salmon Release

 Send in Stocking Report & Questionnaire
to Polly Gray at grayp@michigan.gov or

MICHIGAN DNR
Attn: Polly Gray
530 West Allegan Street
Mason Building, 6" Floor
Lansing, Ml 48933 '




Questions?




