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Thank you!
                                     
In April 2010, the Recreation Passport legislation was passed, establishing a new funding 
model for state parks and recreation areas, as well as state forest campgrounds and 
pathways, historic and cultural resources, while also establishing a grant program for 
community recreation agencies. 

For the first year of the campaign, the DNRE goal is for 50% of Michigan motorists to 
check “YES!” for the Recreation Passport on their license  plate renewal form. Therefore 
it was imperative to reach out to more than just current park supporters. The “Road to 
Recreation” RV tour was developed to help reach Michigan motorists, to educate them 
about the Recreation Passport and to encourage them to purchase theirs.  

For three months, drivers Eliot and Naomi Haycock (with support from many DNRE 
staffers) toured Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, sharing information about the Recreation 
Passport and encouraging people to check “YES!” for every vehicle, every year.  

The RV tour covered 3,200+ miles and introduced hundreds of thousands of people to 
the Recreation Passport at different events and locations.   

About the RV 
General RV generously donated the RV used throughout the tour.  The 32-foot Class-A 
Damon was fully equipped with an extendable living area, full bathroom, private 
bedroom, full kitchen, and a large flat-screen television. 

About the RV Graphic Wrap 
The RV was wrapped in vinyl from front to back with dramatic images of outdoor 
experiences covering every side of the vehicle.  The wrap, applied by TruckSkin of Traverse 
City, portrayed four seasons of outdoor recreation, with many of the photos being the 
same images used in the Recreation Passport promotional materials.  This wrap was 
kindly paid for by Merrell, which was just part of their generous donation.  

About the Freebies 
Merrell provided apparel for the drivers, freebies to give away at events, bean bag toss 
games, and $100 gift certificates for every 25 entries.  In addition to the carabiners, 
keychains, and cozies from General RV and Merrell, many thanks go to Oreo and Outback 
Steakhouse for providing free cookies and promotional scratch-off cards.  These added to 
the excitement of the tour and helped make the visitor experience more rewarding.

About the Haycocks 
Eliot and Naomi Haycock are residents of Chassell, in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  They 
have been married for 43 years, serving the residents of Michigan as state employees, and 
most recently as volunteers supporting the successful implementation of the Recreation 
Passport.  

The Haycocks have been enjoying Michigan’s recreational opportunities for the last 30 
years, and supporting DNRE efforts to encourage everyone to do the same for nearly a 
decade.  The Haycocks served as campground hosts at Ft. Wilkins State Park for the last 
five years. As the RV drivers, they dedicated three months, and nearly 24 hours a day to 
the tour.  Even when Eliot found himself in the emergency room after an incident at one 
of the events, he took the opportunity to tell his doctor about the Recreation Passport.

Naomi and Eliot Haycock

http://www.shopgeneralrv.com/
http://www.shopgeneralrv.com/
http://www.merrell.com/US/en
http://www.merrell.com/US/en


The Staff
Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make the RV tour possible!
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About the Events
The Recreation Passport RV was a mobile billboard as it traveled throughout Michigan and served as a great backdrop 
when participating in events around the state. The staff at the events and destinations below was helpful and 
supportive, as well as accommodating with their space and pricing – allowing the Recreation Passport message to 
reach tens of thousands of Michigan motorists.

28th Street Metro Cruise – Grand Rapids
Gander Mountain – Grand Rapids
Gander Mountain – Kalamazoo
State Dock – AuGres
Harbor Park – East Tawas
Mill Pond – Harrisville
Marine Sanctuary Museum – Alpena
Glen’s Supermarket – Rogers City
Chamber of Commerce – Cheboygan
The Labor Day Mackinac Bridge Run – Mackinaw City
Lowe’s Superstore – Gaylord
Gander Mountain – Traverse City
Apple Festival – Fenton
Oktoberfest – Frankenmuth
Boating and Outdoor Recreation Festival – Mt. Clemens
Michigan Association of Recreation Vehicles and Campgrounds Show – Novi
The Capitol Complex – Lansing
Traverse City State Park – Traverse City
William Mitchell State Park – Cadillac
Ludington State Park – Ludington
Holland State Park – Holland
Grand Haven State Park – Grand Haven
Yankee Springs Recreation Area – Wayland
Ionia Recreation Area – Ionia
Fort Custer Recreation Area – Battle Creek
Highland Recreation Area – Milford
Seven Lakes Recreation Area – Fenton
Bald Mountain Recreation Area – Lake Orion
Bay City Recreation Area – Bay City
Harrisville State Park – Harrisville
P.H. Hoeft State Park – Rogers City 
Straits State Harbor – Mackinaw City
Aloha State Park – Aloha
Otsego Lake State Park – Gaylord
Holly Recreation Area – Ortonville
Algonac State Park – Algonac
Sleepy Hollow State Park – Lansing
Proud Lake Recreation Area – Milford
Metamora-Hadley Recreation Area – Lapeer
Lakeport State Park – Port Huron
William G. Milliken State Park and Harbor – Detroit
Stearns City Park – Ludington
Ranney City Park – Lansing
Secretary of State – Lansing
Secretary of State – Grand Rapids
Secretary of State – Saginaw
Secretary of State – Flint
Welcome Center – Clare


