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	Get A Head Start On Training

We are moving from CMA to WCM. Both have a CM in the initials and in both cases that stands for Content Management. So how different can it be? The end result is going to be the same – getting content into a database so that it can ultimately be displayed in a web site.

The difference between the two systems is in the way the databases are structured and the way the other end of the process handles the content to make it display properly in the web site. Because it is processed differently on the other end, the database is structured differently. Because the database is structured differently, we have to enter the content differently. Because of all of that, we have to start thinking about our content a little differently than we do now.

There are four aspects to every piece of content:

· The content itself

· The look and feel of the content or design of the page

· The location of the content or Category

· The menu or template/page layout


Right now, the content itself and the design of the page go together. The location of the content and the template are two separate items. In the new system, everything will be separate. This is the hardest part to comprehend. You will write the content independently of the design of the page.

To select the page design, you will first select the Content Authoring Template. That is something we do not use right now. The closest thing we have now is the Content Type. We will have a multitude of Content Authoring Templates to select from in WCM. 

When you enter content now most of the content goes into the Body Field which you are able to format with HTML code (using WebEdit Pro or some other tool) any way you choose. In WCM the Content Authoring Templates will have more specific fields for specific items portions of content depending on the type of content being created. There will also be a large field for the main “body”. It will be a Rich Text Editor. You will have freedom in the Rich Text Editor to format the content to the extent it allows. 

That is what we are going to have to learn. What are the different Content Authoring Templates? What are the fields and how are they going to be displayed and used? How much can we do in the Rich Text Editor? 

Then, of course, we have to learn how to tie the content to a specific location and how to use the new menus or page layouts to our advantage. While we will still be tying the content to a location in the site, and while it will still be displayed in some sort of page layout, it is going to function slightly differently and will have different names. We will have to learn the new names and the new methods involved.
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