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	New SurfAid URL
SurfAid has a new URL. Please update any bookmarks you have to the new URL: https://surfaid.coremetrics.com/.
If you use the old URL, you will be instructed about the new URL.
New URLs for AccVerify and Link Validation Software 

If you need to re-download the AccVerify or Link Validation Software, the location of the software has changed. The new URLs to download the software are:
AccVerify - http://hcs084enetpa001.state.mi.us/Hisc/Download/acc2005.exe
Link Validation Utility - http://hcs084enetpa001.state.mi.us/Hisc/Download/LinkValidate.exe

If you do not already have AccVerify or Link Validation Software and would like to obtain it, please contact Evelyn Storay (storaye@michigan.gov) for instructions and licensing information.

What is a “Code Promote”?

eMichigan recently had a major “Code Promote”. There was an announcement about it on home page of the CMA with documentation outlining all the changes. However, many people did not read the announcement or the documentation. A major reason for that is because many people do not understand the term “Code Promote”.

When the programmers make changes to the CMA (what we use to enter information into the database) and CDA (what the system uses to display information to the users on the web), they change programming code in a development environment. 

When they think they have everything the way they want it, they move the programming code to a test environment and have people test it out to make sure it is working properly. The “code” is “promoted” to “Test”. At this point the CMA experts will test the different changes and sometimes ask some of the site administrators to test some of the changes. 

Once the changes are tested and approved, the programming “code” is moved or “promoted” to the production environment and is made live. This is called a “code promote”. It means, in a nutshell, that changes have been made to the CMA and/or CDA or display side of Michigan.gov. 

These changes will most likely affect you, the CMA user, in one way or another. The intent is always to improve your experience with the CMA and enhance the users’ experience with Michigan.gov.

Update on MI Kids! User Group 

On March 29, 2007 another MI Kids! User Group meeting was held to further revitalize interest in the MI Kids! sub-portal. The purpose of this new MI KIDS portal design work group is to develop a strategy for a MI Kids Portal which will associate agency "kids" sites into an overall portal. 

At the March meeting, members reviewed the MI Kids! Survey which was posted on the current MI Kids! site as well as highlights from the feedback.  In an effort to gain more feedback, notification of the survey was posted on various other Michigan.gov sites where teachers were most likely to see it.  Unfortunately, very few completed surveys were received.
Team members then reviewed a MI Kids “2” mockup.  We determined that our target audience is to remain 4th grade, plus or minus 2 years, similar to the original MI Kids! Web site.  Suggestions for text on the left navigation buttons include:  Recycling, History, Nature News, Outdoor Adventures, Travel Fun, Health & Safety, and Environment.  We are planning to use DIT @ DOT’s card sorting method prior to building the navigation; therefore, we will delay creating the left navigation of the new site until results from the card sort are gathered.
Agencies that already have stand-alone Web sites for kids (not Vignette content, but hosted outside) will have a graphic on the home page of the MI Kids! Portal that will link to their sites.  Team members and any other site administrators are encouraged to forward any graphics or logos they wish to place on the new MI Kids! Portal.  A new site has been created at w3.michigan.gov/kids and is currently in-progress.  You may view the progress and provide feedback at any time.
Any other ideas regarding the structure of the new MI Kids portal can be sent to Lucy Pline or any member of the e-Michigan Web Development team.  Once feedback for the new design is received, another meeting will be scheduled. If you are interested in attending, please contact Lucy Pline at plinel@michigan.gov.

Tip for Site Admins

Eliminate “Click Here For:” on Theme Page Layouts/Templates

As a Site Administrator you can now change the text on theme pages for the “Click here for:” section. Make the change in the Component Modifier of the Theme Page Layout:

1. Edit the Left Navigation Category for the Theme page
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Why Standards?

Michigan.gov Standards

The award winning Michigan gov Portal is the result of careful planning,
reseach and development. Look and Feel standards were documented
to ensure that visitors to Michigan. gov have a similar experience
thraughout the portal and agency sites. e-Michigan CMA Experts are
available to assist Agency Site Administrators in resohing issues
related to the implementation of standards on their site

URDATE: £/2003 - Newly revised standards are coming soon. Check
this space often to see when the new standards are published. The
revised version addresses look and feel for sites buitt outside the
Vignette Technolagy Platform and includes a entirely new section on
usabilty.
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2. Modify the Page Layout or Edit the Page
3. Select the second component, Theme Page Cat List and click Go
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In the field set aside for More: enter the text you want to use instead of “Click here for:” Whatever you type in this field will be substituted in all instances on that page. Some suggestions:

a. Find out about: 

b. Learn about:

c. All about:

d. View:

5. You must manually clear the cache in order for it to go live.
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