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PARTIAL LEAD SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT

Guidance

WHAT IS A PARTIAL LEAD SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT?

LEAD SERVICE LINE (LSL): If any portion of your service line, the underground pipe that delivers water from
the water main to your home, is made of lead, then you have a lead service line. The service line continues to
the first shutoff valve inside your home, or 18” inside your home, whichever is shortest.

SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT: A service line replacement is the process of removing the existing service line and
installing a new service line. This may be a planned process as part of a water main replacement project or an
emergency response to a leak or break.

Full LSL replacement: When all portions of
the service line that are made of lead (or
galvanized iron pipe downstream of lead) are
replaced, regardless if they are on the public
and/or private sides of the property, before
water service is restored.

Partial LSL replacement: When part of a
service line is replaced, and any remaining
portion of the service line is made of lead (or
galvanized iron pipe downstream of lead) when
water service is restored.

STUDIES SHOW THAT PARTIAL LSL REPLACEMENTS CAN INCREASE THE AMOUNT
OF LEAD IN A HOME’S DRINKING WATER?

The Michigan LCR has banned partial LSL replacements, except as a result of an emergency repair, to prevent the
risk of increased lead exposure after partial LSL replacements:

e Lead levels increase after a partial LSL replacement2.

e Digging and cutting during partial LSL replacements The Michigan LCR has
release particulate leads4.5.6. banned partial LSL
o Particulate lead is a concern because the lead replacements, except
content can be very high. as a result of an
e New materials from partial LSL replacement activities emergency repair.

can increase corrosion3.4 and create galvanic corrosion?.
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