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Background:
The Michigan departments of Agriculture (MDA) and Natural Resources (DNR)

confirmed the state’s first case of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in a three-year old
white-tailed deer from a privately owned cervid (POC) facility in Kent County on Monday,
August 25, 2008.

The state quarantined all POC facilities, prohibiting the movement of all — dead or alive —
privately-owned deer, elk, or moose. Officials do not yet know how the deer may have
contracted the disease. To date, there is no evidence that CWD presents a risk to
humans or to animals other than cervids.

MDA Actions:

The state-wide quarantine on all privately owned cervid facilities is still in place.
Facilities may continue to hold shooting events, but all meat must be held until testing
clears the animal/or the quarantine is released. A clarification to the quarantines was
published and distributed to law enforcement officials, stakeholders and other interested
parties. A questions and answers sheet is available under the livestock link on the
www.michigan.gov/chronicwastingdisease website.

The test results form the Kent County cervid breeding facility, where the index case was
confirmed, found no additional diseased deer. Epidemiologists are reviewing taxidermy
records on a facility related to the index case. Taxidermy operations must be licensed
and operators must follow Michigan requirements when conducting business with
hunters who have harvested animals from other states. Current Michigan law prohibits
the import of free-ranging deer or elk carcasses from states or provinces with CWD.
Only de-boned meat, antlers, antlers attached to a scull cap cleaned of all brain and
muscle tissue, hides and upper canine teeth may be brought into Michigan. A person
that is notified by mail or other means, that a carcass imported into Michigan tested
positive for CWD must notify the Michigan DNR.

The first tier of traces from the index facility led to five facilities: three in Kent county, one
in Montcalm county, and one in Osceola County. These facilities were quarantined by
MDA. Records of sales and purchases have been reviewed and have revealed that two
facilities received deer from the index case. Four deer from these two facilities were


http://www.michigan.gov/chronicwastingdisease

euthanized, samples were tested at MSU’s DCPAH and were found to be negative on
Thursday, September 04, 2008.

One of the five facilities in tier one, also a Kent County facility conducts a taxidermy
operation on the premises. Taxidermy is of great concern because infectious prions in
the bones and spinal tissue of the carcass from CWD positive states can infect deer on
the facility. MDA, DNR and USDA staff are investigating the records of the taxidermy
operation.

The second tier investigation to this point, has quarantined four facilities in Bay, Kent,
Mecosta, and Saginaw counties. These facilities only sold to the tier one facilities and
did not receive anything. They are quarantined as terminal operations and any deer that
die, are culled, or shot for sport must be submitted for CWD testing.

POC Facilities Quarantined:

All POC facilities, except those that only have reindeer, are under quarantine in Michigan
until the disease investigation is complete. Epidemiologists are developing a policy for
records review and release of quarantines based on management practices and risk.

Disease Surveillance Table:

Index Depopulated Tier 1 Tier 2
facility
1 Entire index 5 herds 4
herd tested 2 trace outs (four none of these 4
negative test-negative facilities trace
animals) directly to the index
3 trace ins facility

DNR Actions:

The ban on all baiting and feeding of deer and elk in the Lower Peninsula is in effect.
MSU’s Product Center for Agriculture Development is taking calls from bait
growers/sellers. The Center is using Michigan Market Maker, an interactive mapping
system that connects Agriculture processors and businesses with Michigan growers and
marketers. http://mi.marketmaker.uiuc.edu/ Information on the baiting and feeding ban
is available on the CWD page of the emerging diseases website.

A mandatory deer check for hunters who take a deer within the Kent County townships
of Tyrone, Solon, Nelson, Sparta, Algoma, Courtland, Alpine, Plainfield, and Cannon, is
in effect for the 2008 hunting season. The deer heads will be collected and tested for
CWD.

All transport of live wild deer, elk, and moose is prohibited statewide, including transport
for rehabilitation purposes.

Education and Outreach:

A town hall meeting is scheduled to take place in Kent County on September 9, 2008 at
6:30 p.m. near Grand Rapids. Representatives from MDA, USDA, DNR and MSU wiill
be there to answer questions about CWD, quarantines and the baiting ban.

An update on the disease investigation will be presented to the House of
Representatives Committee on Outdoor Recreation and Natural Resources on
September 9, 2008 and the Senate Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Hunting and
Fishing committees on September 10, 2008.


http://mi.marketmaker.uiuc.edu/

Questions and Answers regarding POC facility quarantines were sent via email to
legislative offices, POC facility executive directors, and DNR law enforcement. They are
also posted to the MDA, and Emerging Diseases websites.

A coordinated communications action plan is in place. MSU Extension, Michigan Deer
and Elk Breeders, MUCC, and many other special interest groups have volunteered to
assist with information distribution.

Information on CWD may be found on the Michigan Emerging Diseases website at
www.michigan.gov/emergingdiseases.
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