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Objectives
•Surveillance  - geographic distribution of bovine TB in the 
regional elk/deer and cattle populations

•Research - contact rate study 

•Prevention - barrier fencing
•Prevention - enforcement of feeding and baiting regulations

•Control - through hunting and test and removal of suspect 
elk/deer and cattle



RMNP Elk Population 
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RMNP Wildlife Lab 

Hunter harvested samples 
(head and lungs)

-135 Elk 
(Total of ~ 3000 Elk)

-557 Deer 
(Total of ~ 5500 Deer)





Capture and Blood Test              
Program  

Elk
152 elk blood tested
-99 west RMNP (63 bulls, 
36 cows)
-53 east RMNP (26 bulls, 
27 cows)

Deer
-59  WTD in RMNP 
north Birdtail (29, 7 
males) Grandview area 
(30, 8 males)





Blood Test Results

Elk
LST – 27/150 (2 unfit)
FPA – 17/152 
Rapid – 7/152

Deer
LST – 5/59 
FPA – 1/59 
Rapid – 2/59



Elk/Deer Removals and Culture Results
Elk
-35 (11 cows 19 bulls west, 
1 cow, 4 bulls east) 

Culture positive - 5 elk (4 
bulls, 1 cow all west RMNP)

Deer
- 8 (  7 does, 1 buck)

Culture positive - 1 deer 





Bovine TB Positive Elk - Deer
Total 40 Elk
- Blood Test – 28 / 802 
- Hunter harvest – 9 / 3000
- Other – 3

22 Bulls, 18 Cows

Total 8 Deer
- Hunter Killed 4 / 5500
- 2004 deer removal– 2 / 225
- Blood test 2 /143 

7 Bucks, 1 Doe



Age/Sex of Positive Elk - Deer

Elk
31 - 3+ yrs (12 cows,19 
bulls)
9 - < 3 yrs (6 cows, 3 bulls)

Deer
7 - 3+ yrs (7 bucks)
1 - < 3 yrs (doe) 



Apparent Prevalence Rates

Elk
- Hunter harvest 9 / 3000 < 1% 
- Blood test  28 / 802 ~ 4%
- Blood test West RMNP Region 28 / 474 ~ 6%
- Other (3) 

Deer
- Hunter harvest 4 / 5500 < 1%
- Special harvest 2 / 225 ~ 1%
- Blood test 2/143 ~ 1%





What is Next?  

-Determined geographic extent
-Approximation of prevalence rate consistent 
-Disease continues to be found in the west RMNP 
area 
-Identification of a RMNP Elk/Deer Control Area 
(west), Test and Remove Area (central) and 
surveillance area (east)  
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