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DATE:  January 11, 2008   
 
TO:  Phyllis Mellon, Deputy Director 
 
FROM: John Tilden 
 
SUBJECT: Weekly Bovine TB Update  
 
 
 

Department of Agriculture (MDA) and Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Meeting 
and Community Health (MDCH)  
Senior MDA, DNR and MDCH staff met this week to discuss options for more effective 
collaboration during the coming year. Topics included: reducing illegal deer baiting and feeding 
in the Modified Accredited Zone (MAZ), funding key research projects to ensure programs are 
based on sound science, and improving local support for the program by obtaining increased 
input and involvement from both hunters and producers in the MAZ. 
 

 
Maintaining Functional RFID Readers in Cattle Markets 
Staff from both the MDA and the Michigan Department of Information Technology (DIT) made 
repeated visits to one of Michigan’s cattle markets this week to fix the Radio Frequency 
Identification (RFID) scanning system. The existing system is the result of a partnership 
between MDA and the market that has resulted in cost-effective scanning of RFID tags on all 
animals being sold. The technicians identified older hardware and non-standard software in the 
scanning system. DIT staff is developing steps for updating the system and reducing down time.   
 
 

Integrated Surveillance TB Testing Proposal Submitted to USDA Veterinary Services 
A proposal for moving to targeted surveillance TB testing in the Modified Accredited Advance 
and Free Zones in 2008 was sent to the USDA Veterinary Services Eastern Region this week.  
USDA agreed to review the proposal and respond next week. Targeted surveillance TB testing 
will be considered by the TB Advisory Committee during a January 24, 2008, meeting. 
 
 

TB Infected Herd Update 
• The owner of the Montmorency beef herd accepted the USDA indemnity offer and 

depopulation of the farm will take place next week. 
  
• The owner of the Alcona County beef herd is considering the USDA appraisal offer.  We 

anticipate depopulation of that farm next week as well. 
 
 


