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March 4, 2013 
 
Steve Bakkal, Director 
Michigan Energy Office 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
301 N. Washington Square 
Lansing, MI  48909 
 
Dear Mr. Bakkal, 
 
Thank you and the Michigan Public Service Commission for holding a Michigan 
Energy Public Forum at Delta College.  We appreciate the opportunity to submit 
comments at this Energy Listening Session. 
 
Saginaw Future Inc. is a non-profit economic development organization, 
representing the County of Saginaw, City of Saginaw, fourteen local units of 
government and nearly 300 businesses in Saginaw County and the Great Lakes Bay 
Region.  We have worked with our colleagues from Bay Future and Midland 
Tomorrow to grow the solar supply chain since 2008, bringing on a national site 
consultant firm to assist us.  We have a copy of their final report for your records 
and we have implemented nearly all the recommendations including the 
development of a $7.5m, 231 acre Great Lakes Tech Park adjacent to Hemlock 
Semiconductor. We also developed a Guide to Installing Solar for your business and 
have copies of that document to submit to you as well.   
 
 Most recently, we have completed work with the Clean Energy Coalition to 
advance solar installations in our 11 county MEDC region.  As the home of the 
global solar leader, Hemlock Semiconductor, and other firms in the solar industry, 
including the Dow Chemical Company, Dow Corning Corporation, Merrill 
Technologies Group, Mersen and others, the Great Lakes Bay Region is the 
epicenter for solar in Michigan.   
 
We believe that if we want to attract solar businesses, we must embrace solar 
energy and encourage installations in Michigan.  In 2012, under a grant from the 
MEDC, we partnered with the Clean Energy Coalition to drive down the costs of 
solar pv installations by evaluating permitting processes, solar zoning and ordinances 
and application processes across four municipalities.  A set of recommendations and 
best practices was developed and recently, the Michigan Energy Office awarded a 
contract to implement the recommendations for these local governments to help 
create an encouraging climate for residents and business owners to install solar by 
simplifying permitting, zoning and inspection processes.   
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We believe that reducing the complexity, cost and time involved in these processes 
in turn reduces the soft costs portion of solar installations, making solar more 
financially viable for customers.  Streamlined processes also help increase local 
government efficiency and reduce municipal costs. 
 
This year, the MEDC is providing the Great Lakes Bay Region with funding for an 
aggregation initiative designed to further lower the installed cost/watt for 
solar in the region.  The project will identify, qualify and work with pre-
aggregated groups (congregations, schools, businesses and large employers 
with multiple facilities) to structure aggregated purchasing programs.  We 
will be working with our partners at Consumers Energy and DTE on net 
metering and will focus on promoting solar firms in the Great Lakes Bay 
Region and Michigan. 
 
Having a balanced energy portfolio with affordable sources, such as coal, 
natural gas, wind and solar makes sense for Michigan, our businesses and 
residents.  We encourage the Governor and Michigan Public Service 
Commission to include solar and other renewable energy sources in future 
energy plans. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
    JoAnn Crary, CEcD  
   President  

 


