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Supporter Statement
Utility Coal Owners

DTE

DTE supports Gov. Snyder’s decision to move forward with developing a state plan to comply with the EPA Clean Power Plan. If Michigan would choose not to 
submit a state implementation plan, the EPA could impose a compliance plan on our state. We believe Michigan knows what’s best for Michigan and that the state 
should maintain control of its energy future.  Over the next 15 years, DTE Energy and other Michigan utilities will retire 60 percent of today’s coal fired generation as 
the plant’s reach the end of their serviceable life span. The average age of a Michigan coal plant is approaching 50 years. We will replace that generating capacity 
with renewables, cleaner natural gas-fired power plants and increased energy efficiency. The Clean Power Plan confirms the need to begin this transition now.  A 
transformation of this magnitude will be a challenge for the state and for DTE Energy. But with evolving environmental expectations, the age of certain coal facilities 
and changing market conditions the time is right to begin. We believe it’s in the best interest of all Michigan residents that the state should chart its own course, 
taking prudent steps today that could reduce costs tomorrow.  The Clean Power Plan may have some aspects that will be reviewed in the courts. But Michigan 
should begin developing a state implementation plan now, while retaining the flexibility to respond to any changes that occur before the 2018 deadline.

Consumers

Consumers Energy fully endorses a Michigan-first energy policy. We support Governor Snyder’s announcement to begin the complex process of developing a State 
Implementation Plan to comply with the U.S. EPA’s Clean Power Plan.  Michigan should take control of its energy future, whether the issue is the EPA's Clean 
Power Plan, or the pending electric generating shortfall due to 9 Michigan power plants shutting down next year.  Placing our energy future in the hands of 
Washington would be unwise, putting at risk the reliability of electric service for millions of customers and jeopardizing the significant progress Michigan has made to 
improve rate competitiveness.  Consumers Energy is a national leader in transitioning to cleaner sources of energy and in helping our customers save energy 
through nationally recognized energy efficiency programs.  By April 2016, we will retire seven of our older coal units, about a third of our coal fleet and the second 
most of any U.S. utility.  We look forward to learning more from the Michigan Agency for Energy about the stakeholder process and helping to shape a Michigan-first 
policy that ensures reliability and affordability for residents and businesses. See attached letter.

Michigan Municipal Electric 
Association With carbon controls for utilities on the way, Michigan public power would much rather work with our Michigan regulators to establish the best approach, because 

Michigan DEQ understands the value of public power and has always worked with us to find reasonable, flexible, best-cost approaches to clean air improvements.  
Michigan public power supports clean energy approaches, particularly when they are Michigan-led. We look forward to working in collaboration with Governor Rick 
Snyder and the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality on the best clean air and clean energy approaches for Michigan.  See attached letter.

Michigan Electric 
Cooperatives Association Supports development of a state plan.

Tondu Corporation
Tondu Corporation strongly supports the State of Michigan filing an emission compliance plan to address the recent EPC greenhouse gas initiative.  We believe it is 
important for the state to be  proactive in this process and we applaud the Snyder Administration for taking a leadership position in implementing this important  
policy. See attached letter.

Other Utilities/Power 
Sector Supporters:
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SEMCO SEMCO ENERGY Gas Company fully supports the State of Michigan’s intent to develop a State Implementation Plan to meet the EPA’s requirements under the 
Clean Air Act Section 111(d) rather than be subject to a Federal plan.  Natural gas will play a key role in carbon reduction across Michigan and SEMCO believes that 
Michiganders should be the ones to determine Michigan’s energy future.

Invenergy Invenergy is in full support of Michigan submitting a State Implementation Plan as part of EPA’s Clean Power Plan.  Given the complexity of ensuring a long-term 
secure and reliable electric grid, it is in the State's best interest to lead the effort of designing a State Implementation Plan that will work for all of Michigan. As 
operators, owners and developers of clean energy projects in Michigan, we look forward to helping the state achieve its goal of a clean and energy-efficient power 
supply and in the process achieving the goals set out in the Clean Power Plan.

NextEra As the nation’s leading renewable energy developer, owner and operator, with a significant presence in Michigan, we take great pride in developing and operating 
projects that are environmentally responsible and economically viable. We applaud Governor Snyder’s efforts and are in complete support of Michigan submitting a 
state implementation plan as part of EPA’s Clean Power Plan. We look forward to working with the State of Michigan and doing what we can to help the state cost-
effectively meet the goals set out in the Clean Power Plan.  See attached letter.

ITC ITC believes that transmission planning will be essential to the successful implementation of the carbon rule. We favor a regional approach to the implementation 
process, and are fully supportive of Governor Snyders’s efforts to craft a state-led solution that collaborates with Michigan stakeholders, and takes into account the 
uniqueness of our State.  ITC looks forward to being a part of this process with the Governor.

Michigan Biomass On behalf of Michigan’s wood-fired power plants, Michigan Biomass applauds Gov. Snyder for taking action to create a Michigan-first Clean Energy Plan. We’re 
pleased that the U.S. EPA has determined that electricity generated from wood and similar biomass feedstocks has net carbon benefit under the Clean Power Plan. 
We’re pleased to support a Michigan-centered plan to meet these requirements.  “Biomass is a significant part of Michigan’s $2.2 billion investment in renewable 
energy. It supports nearly 700 jobs and rural communities. It aids forest health and productivity, and provides affordable baseload renewable power to the people of 
this state.  “We are proud to support the Governor’s announcement and the stakeholder planning process.  See attached letter.

Michigan Hydroelectric 
Power Owners As one of Michigan's leading renewable energy owners and operators, we take great  pride in providing clean, renewable baseloadpower that provides reliable, 

environmental, and economic development benefits to the state.  While we appreciate that the EPA will undoubtedly be challenged in its assumption that its Clean 
Power Plan is a legal undertaking, specifically authorized by the US Congress, we support Governor Snyder's efforts to ensure that Michigan's unique needs are 
addressed in complying with the EPA's Clean Power, and are in support of Michigan submitting a state implemntation plan as part of its compliance efforts. We look 
forward to working with the State of Michigan in crafting such a plan, and continuing to do our part to support clean, reliable energy in Michigan. See attached letter.

Midland Cogeneration 
Venture 

We wish to express our appreciation for the announced decision by the State of Michigan to proceed with the development of a State Carbon Implementation Plan to 
fulfill the recently finalized Clean Air Act 111(d) guideline requirements to address GHG emissions from existing EGUs.  As a critical stakeholder in the SCIP 
development process, MCV believes it is its responsibility to commit the resources necessary to assist the State of Michigan in plan development.   See attached 
letter.

Industrial:
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MMA While we believe the carbon rule will negatively impact America’s competitiveness, we believe Michigan should take advantage of the flexibility within the federal 
mandate to craft our own state-based solution to the imposed federal standards.  We support the Snyder Administration’s efforts to craft a state-based 
implementation plan, so that Michigan citizens and the regulated community can help craft a plan that ensures Michigan’s competitiveness will soften the blow of this 
uncompetitive federal regulatory mandate.  See attached letter.

Ford Governor Snyder is helping protect Michigan's workforce and job creators by developing a state compliance plan.  We look forward to being part of the process to 
find the best solutions for Michigan.

Cliffs Natural Resources Cliffs Natural Resources is pleased that the state of Michigan has opted to pursue development of a state implementation plan (SIP) to guide its administration of the 
U.S. EPA’s Clean Power Plan.  As Cliffs continues to advance plans for construction of a clean energy cogeneration power plant at the company’s Michigan 
Operations in the Upper Peninsula,  we look forward to continue working with the state to develop a regulatory framework that recognizes the benefits that such a 
facility will provide in helping the state of Michigan meet its emission reduction requirements under the Clean Power Plan.

Chemistry Council Michigan’s chemical companies are committed to environmental sustainability.  Our industry’s products provide solutions to many of our planet’s biggest challenges, 
and our members are leaders in reducing their own environmental footprints. However, we believe the EPA’s recently-finalized Clean Power Plan (CPP) and 
associated carbon reduction mandates may unnecessarily drive up energy costs and hurt American manufacturing.”  “We recognize the ongoing legal challenges to 
this regulation, and support Gov. Snyder’s decision to craft a State Implementation Plan (SIP) that can best protect Michigan’s ratepayers if those challenges are 
unsuccessful. As the administration prepares its SIP, it should consider all available options to ensure that Michigan’s ratepayers aren’t saddled with a huge energy 
bill. Energy-intensive industrial users must be a key part of these conversations. Finally, the Michigan Legislature should work to establish energy policies that can 
help the state meet these challenges, remain competitive, and grow jobs.

Other Business:
Crystal Mountain As a business owner, I know first-hand the importance of energy to the bottom line, and to our ability to hire new employees.  Governor Snyder’s announcement that 

he will work with stakeholders to develop a Michigan Clean Energy plan, and not leave our future it in the hands of Washington bureaucrats is the kind of leadership 
we need.  Developing clean energy policy that protects ratepayers, ensures reliability and diversifies our energy production should be our top goals – and I pledge 
my support to work with the Governor to ensure we are moving forward on energy policy to the benefit of the people of Michigan.

Michigan Agri-Business 
Association 

The Michigan Agri-Business Association appreciates Gov. Snyder’s leadership to create a roadmap for Michigan’s energy future. We hope the governor will seize 
this opportunity to expand energy efficiency and renewable energy, both of which are important for farmers and agribusinesses across Michigan.  Michigan’s 
agribusinesses are unique and highly seasonal energy users that also grapple with some of the highest energy costs in the nation. Agribusinesses benefit greatly 
from energy efficiency. Energy efficiency offers certainty and savings for agribusinesses, and renewable energy generation reduces reliance on an energy 
infrastructure that’s stressed to the breaking point. We hope to see commonsense policy in the governor’s plan that expands energy opportunities for agriculture – 
including robust energy efficiency standards for utilities, and net metering opportunities for those creating renewable energy. 
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CERES Governor Snyder’s commitment to submit a state implementation plan is in the best interest of Michiganders.  The Clean Power Plan provides an opportunity for 
Michigan to catalyze further investment and job creation in the clean energy sector. That’s why 18 companies and investors with a footprint in Michigan called on the 
governor to meet the new EPA standards by focusing on renewable energy and energy efficiency solutions.  See attached letter.

Energy Innovation Business 
Council

Today’s decision from the governor is a proactive one, making sure that Michigan gets to craft a plan that matches Michigan’s unique needs. We believe that the 
best plan will incorporate the lowest cost strategies, like further energy waste reduction and use of renewables.”  “Michigan is already well on its way towards 
complying with the Clean Power Plan because of these standards.  Repealing them and replacing them with an untested policy will prove risky for ratepayers. 
Governor Snyder’s decision today to develop a Michigan-specific strategy for complying with these new federal rules gives us the chance to build on the success of 
Michigan’s 2008 energy law and protect Michigan ratepayers.

A Renewable America Renewable energy business leaders offered their support for Governor Snyder today, following his announcement to launch a Michigan-first stakeholder process to 
deveolp a Michigan clean energy plan.

Religious Groups: 
Christian Coalition On behalf of the Christian Coalition of Michigan’s 120,000 members, I congratulate Governor Snyder on taking bold action to move Michigan forward. The state’s 

renewable energy sector already supports 6,000 jobs, and we’ve seen over $2.2 billion in renewable energy investment. We now rank 5th in the nation in clean 
energy and transportation jobs - and we are poised to do much more.    The Christian Coalition applauds Governor Snyder’s leadership on clean energy – for our 
national security, economic security and family security. We believe that support for clean energy is pro-life and pro-family – and we look forward to supporting the 
Governor’s stakeholder process to develop a forward-thinking plan that is Pure Michigan.  See attached letter.

Catholic Conference On this World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, Michigan Catholic Conference applauds Governor Snyder for announcing that Michigan will develop its own 
State Carbon Implementation Plan. Energy and our environment are important to Catholics across Michigan. Our state has been blessed with great natural beauty 
and resources, and we show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. In his recent encyclical “Laudato Si, mi Signore,” or “Praise be to you, my 
Lord,” Pope Francis stated that “the climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant for all.” The Holy Father notes that environmental deterioration is a 
symptom of “the throwaway culture.” Michigan Catholic Conference looks forward to the continuing discussion of energy policies for Michigan that provide clean, 
sustainable, efficient, and affordable power for all Michiganders.

Other Energy Advocate 
Groups: 
Michigan Conservative 
Energy Forum

Governor Snyder has shown tremendous leadership in positioning Michigan to be a leader on renewable energy and the jobs that economic sector represents. This 
bold step will help to create a strong clean energy future, and shows that Republicans can contribute positively, and lead, on clean energy policy.  As a veteran, I 
know the more we can do to protect our energy security, the more we can contribute towards a strengthened national security, and help keep our sons and 
daughters in the military out of harm’s way.  See attached letter.

Michigan Energy Efficiency 
Contractors Association

Today, Governor Snyder again shows his dedication to staying focused on Michigan by moving ahead with the development of a State Implemented Plan (SIP) as 
we prepare for compliance with EPA’s Clean Power Plan. “Not letting Washington drive our state’s energy policy is a critical step forward,” says Brindley Byrd, 
MEECA executive director.  See attached letter.
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Michigan United This is great news for Michigan.  It illustrates that we can be a leader in fighting carbon pollution despite the efforts of our rogue Attorney General, Bill Schuette. We 
now have the historic opportunity to curb unchecked carbon pollution and reduce the impacts of climate change.  See attached letter.

Solar Energy Industries 
Association By pledging his commitment to the Clean Power Plan, Gov. Snyder is showing his support for both Michigan’s economy and environment. Solar energy works in 

Michigan and in all 50 states, has zero carbon emissions, creates more jobs per megawatt (MW) than any other technology, and can be deployed cost-effectively 
and quickly – all while improving grid reliability.  The solar industry looks forward to helping Michigan achieve its optimal long-term strategy.

Wind on the Wires Wind on the Wires congratulates Governor Snyder for taking bold action in support of clean energy for Michigan and Clean Power Plan comliance.  The state's 
previous energy policies have put Michigan on a path for success, and building on a trend that is already taking place is the smart thing to do.  On behalf of our 
members, Wind on the Wires looks forward to particfipating with Governor Snyder's Administration in the stakeholder process.

Environmental Groups: 
Michigan Environmental 
Council

We're glad Governor Snyder and state leaders have chosen a path that allows Michigan to determine its own energy future.  The Obama administration has 
provided a solid framework for making necessary carbon reductions and the flexibility needed to craft a plan that  plays to our strengths.  If we get it right, this plan 
will accelerate the growth of Michigan's clean energy industry while saving ratepayers billions of dollars, improving public health and preserving a livable world for our 
grandkids.

Michigan League of 
Conservation Voters

Today, Governor Snyder made the right choice for Michigan. By embracing the Clean Power Plan, the Governor is supporting the health of our families, our 
communities and our air, land and water. The Clean Power Plan is a tremendous opportunity to curb pollution that impacts our Great Lakes and that contributes to 
climate change. Governor Snyder’s announcement is the first step toward a cleaner, healthier future in Michigan, but it requires strong follow through from his 
administration. We look forward to working with the Governor to design and implement a plan that accelerates our transition away from expensive, dirty sources of 
energy to clean, reliable, efficient energy.

Natural Resources Defense 
Council

Governor Snyder is demonstrating much-needed leadership on clean energy for Michigan, the Midwest, and the nation. Creating a plan to reduce dangerous carbon 
emissions is a common-sense step other governors interested in protecting their states’ economies and health will surely follow. Given the high stakes for our kids’ 
future, Governor Snyder is doing the right thing.  See attached letter.

Clean Energy Now The State has the opportunity to develop a plan that reduces unchecked carbon pollution and minimzes the negative effects of climate change while driving forward 
local economies and investments in renewable energy and energy efficiency.  The Clean Power Plan presents an opportunity for Michigan to be a leader in clean, 
renewable energy development.  We can cut pollution and achieve the EPA's carbon pollution limits by making sustantial investments in renewable energy and 
energy efficiency.

MI Air MI Health The Clean Power Plan is the most significant public health initiative in decades and we applaud Governor Snyder for committing to crafting a Michigan plan to 
reduce pollution and improve the health of Michigan families.  
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BlueGreen Alliance The critical work of developing state-based plans that can create and secure quality family-sustaining jobs and encourage investment and economic growth cannot 
begin soon enough. The groundwork Michigan lays now—bringing together key stakeholders, workers and communities to develop a strategy that works all—is 
vitally important. Done right, the actions taken to meet the goals of the Clean Power Plan can become a powerful economic opportunity for Michigan. Taking the 
initiative to shape a plan that meets the state’s unique economic and energy needs is critical to capturing these gains.  A state plan is the right thing to do for 
Michigan’s economy and environment. We urge other states to move ahead with outlining their own State Implementation Plans and look forward to working together 
to shape a strong energy and economic future for Michigan.  See attached letter.
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