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More than 1,800 motorists arrested during drunk driving crackdown
December crackdown planned

More than 3,200 motorists had a chill put on the
end of summer during the recent You Drink & Drive.
You Lose. drunk driving crackdown. Michigan law
enforcement officers ar-
rested 1,844 motorists for
drunk driving and another
1,387 for other alcohol-
related offenses during the
statewide campaign that
included the Labor Day holiday weekend.

More than 500 local police agencies, county
sheriff’s offices and Michigan State Police posts across
the state focused on drunk driving from Aug. 19 –
Sept. 5 as part of the Michigan Office of Highway
Safety Planning’s (OHSP) statewide campaign.

According to the agencies reporting statistics to
OHSP, 63,162 vehicles were stopped.  In addition to the
alcohol arrests, there were 1,100 felony and 4,803
misdemeanor arrests.  Officers also wrote 18,931
speeding citations and issued 3,406 safety belt cita-
tions for motorists over the age of 15 and 168 child
restraint citations.

Preliminary results show there were 10 traffic
fatalities in Michigan over the Labor Day holiday
weekend, two of which involved alcohol, according to
the Michigan State Police, Criminal Justice Information
Center.

A statewide drunk driving crackdown is slated for
December 19 - January 3, and will include the Christ-
mas and New Year’s holidays.

OHSP takes safety belt
message to baseball,
NASCAR fans

Above: Fans at Michigan Interna-
tional Speedway sign up to tape
their own traffic safety public
service announcements prior to
the start of the August 21
NASCAR race.

At left: Jon Warden from the 1968
World Champion Detroit Tigers
tapes his safety belt message
during the All-Star FanFest at
Cobo Center.

Fans at the All-Star Game FanFest in Detroit and
Michigan International Speedway in Brooklyn had the
opportunity to promote safety belt use by taping their
own traffic safety commercials this summer.

The promotion was a collaborative effort between
the Office of Highway Safety Planning, Techniques for
Effective Alcohol Management Coalition and Recording
Artists, Actors, and Athletes Against Drunk Driving.
Major League Baseball, MIS, NASCAR, AAA
Michigan and Roush Racing also assisted
with the effort.

Fans who taped safety belt mes-
sages were provided with copies of the
tapes and had the opportunity to have
their photos taken.

In addition, Jon Warden from the
1968 World Champion Detroit Tigers and
Carl Edwards, driver of the #99 Roush
Racing machine, also taped messages.

OHSP also passed out clickers/
noisemakers imprinted with a safety belt
message at a June 1 Tigers game at
Comerica Park.



Fall 2005Fall 2005Fall 2005Fall 2005Fall 2005
2

Each year the Governor’s
Traffic Safety Advisory Commission
(GTSAC) honors organiza-
tions, programs, and/or
individuals by presenting
awards for outstanding
contributions to traffic
safety in Michigan.

This is an opportu-
nity to participate in the
key element of the awards
program, that of nomi-
nating candidates. This is
a chance to honor the
best of Michigan’s traffic safety
“community”; people who are moti-
vated to seek changes and improve-
ment; who work effectively as an
individual or as part of a team.

Nomination forms will be
mailed out and are available at
www.michigan.gov/ohsp under
Safety Summit. Please limit the
nomination summary to no more
than two pages. Additional items
may be submitted in support of the
nomination such as posters, bro-
chures, news stories, published

articles, and photographs. Feel free
to copy this nomination form.

Individuals or
organizations may be
nominated by a person
(including supervisor or
employee) who is famil-
iar with the activities for
which the nominee is
being considered. A
person/organization
may only be nominated
in one category. No
self nominations.

However, a person may nominate a
program, organization, or activity
they are involved in.

Nominees must be a Michi-
gan resident or an organization
located in the state. All entries
must be received on or before
December 2, 2005. Entries post-
marked after this date will NOT be
considered.

Entries will be judged by
representatives of the GTSAC. The
possibility exists that multiple
awards may be presented in one

Nominations sought for GTSAC traffic safety awards

Chatting with a fellow
carpooler, changing the radio station
for the latest traffic report, checking
voice mail on a cell phone, and
taking notes for this morning’s
board meeting can be deadly—if
done while behind the wheel.

To raise awareness about
distracted driving and other traffic
safety issues, several Michigan
companies are planning employee-
focused events during Drive Safely
Work Week, October 3-7.

Consumers Energy, Kellogg’s,
Pfizer, and Spartan Stores are each
setting aside a different day during
the week to educate their associ-
ates about safe driving habits and
practices, focusing on vehicle
safety inspections.

A certified mechanic from

Kellogg’s and Pfizer will demon-
strate how to perform a vehicle
safety inspection for employees.
Employees will also get a chance to
have their questions about other
traffic safety issues answered at
information booths.

Spartan Stores’ and Consum-
ers Energy’s vehicle inspections
will focus on tires and lights.  Tire
care is crucial to drivers’ safety and

also saves money at the gas pump.
The theme for this year’s

national campaign is “Driver Focus:
Be Ready. Be Set. Be Focused.”
Information and materials to pro-
mote the campaign are available at
www.netsnational.org/dsww.asp.

Drive Safely Work Week EventsDrive Safely Work Week EventsDrive Safely Work Week EventsDrive Safely Work Week EventsDrive Safely Work Week Events
Monday, Oct. 3Monday, Oct. 3Monday, Oct. 3Monday, Oct. 3Monday, Oct. 3
Spartan Stores in Grand Rapids

Tuesday, Oct. 4Tuesday, Oct. 4Tuesday, Oct. 4Tuesday, Oct. 4Tuesday, Oct. 4
Consumers Energy Kalamazoo
service center

Wednesday, Oct. 5Wednesday, Oct. 5Wednesday, Oct. 5Wednesday, Oct. 5Wednesday, Oct. 5
Kellogg’s Battle Creek campus

Thursday, Oct. 6Thursday, Oct. 6Thursday, Oct. 6Thursday, Oct. 6Thursday, Oct. 6
Pfizer in Kalamazoo

Vehicle care stressed during Drive Safely Work Week

area, as well as no awards in an-
other.

The GTSAC will present
awards on March 1, 2006, at the
Michigan Traffic Safety Summit in
Lansing.

Michigan Traffic
Safety Summit is
February 28 - March 1

The 11th Annual Michigan
Traffic Safety Summit is being
held February 28 - March 1,
2006 at the Sheraton Hotel in
Lansing.

Conference and registra-
tion information will be mailed
at a later date.
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The Office of Highway Safety Planning, in part-
nership with the Traffic Enforcement
Association of Michigan (TEAM), are
hosting the Law Enforcement Train-
ing conference October 25-26, at the
Holiday Inn South in Lansing.

The event includes the latest
traffic safety information for law
enforcement including updates on
laws, technology, setting speed limits, and roadside

TEAM law enforcement conference is Oct. 25-26
interview techniques. Information specifically for
secondary road patrol deputies will be available.

TEAM is a new association whose mission is to
increase the knowledge and skills of law enforcement
professionals by using traffic enforcement as a means to
reduce crime, traffic deaths, and injuries in Michigan.

This conference is open to all Michigan law
enforcement officers.

 Visit www.michigan.gov/ohsp for more informa-
tion.

ON THE NATIONAL FRONT

The fatality rate on the nation’s highways in 2004
was the lowest since record-keeping began 30 years
ago, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) an-
nounced today. The number of alcohol-related fatali-
ties also dropped for the second straight year.

All told, 42,636 people died on the nation’s
highways in 2004, down from 42,884 in 2003.

Since 2001, the number of states with primary
safety belt laws has increased to 22, along with the
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, leading to an 80
percent safety belt use level, the highest ever. In addi-
tion, all states, plus the District of Columbia and Puerto
Rico, now have 0.08 blood alcohol laws for drivers.

NHTSA’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System
(FARS) also shows that between 2003 and 2004:
· Motorcycle fatalities increased from 3,714 to 4,008,

an 8 percent rise.
· Alcohol-related fatalities dropped from 17,105 to

16,694, a 2.4 percent decline.
· Rollover deaths among passenger vehicle occupants

increased 1.1 percent from 10,442 to 10,553.
· Total fatalities in sport utility vehicles increased 5.6

percent, from 4,483 to 4,735, while fatalities in
passenger cars, pickup trucks and vans decreased a
total of 834.

· Twenty-seven states, the District of Columbia, and
Puerto Rico had decreases in the total number of
fatalities.

· Passenger vehicle occupant fatalities dropped to
31,693 – the lowest since 1992.

· Pedestrian deaths declined 2.8 percent from 4,774
in 2003 to 4,641.

· Fatalities from large truck crashes increased slightly
from 5,036 to 5,190.

· In 2004, 55 percent (down from 56 percent in 2003)
of those killed in passenger vehicles were not
wearing safety belts. This underscores the need for
states to adopt primary safety belt laws.

NHTSA earlier estimated that highway crashes cost
society $230.6 billion a year, about $820 per person.

DOT announces record low 2004 fatality rate

School buses attract extra
attention in October

Now that the new school year has gotten into
swing, motorists are starting to notice more and more
school buses.

National School Bus Safety Week, October 16-22, is
an excellent time to bring motorists’ attention to how to
share the road with school buses so everyone gets to
class and work safely.  In Michigan, approximately 17,800
school vehicles transport more than 850,000 children to
school each day and travel nearly 10 million miles a year.

The Office of Highway Safety Planning is redesigning
the “School Buses are Like Traffic Signals” brochure and
creating a new 11 x 17 poster to help spread the word
about bus safety.  The materials should be available by
the end of October and can be ordered by visiting
www.michigan.gov/ohsp, click on Traffic Safety Materials.

Long-time safe driving advocate Beverly Ward has
been elected as the new Mothers Against Drunk Driving
(MADD) State Chair.

A 16-year member of MADD, Ward took office July
1. Ward dedicated 32 years of her career to education,
23 of them as an elementary school administrator. For
the past 17 years, she has served as director of the
Jackson Traffic Safety Program.

Ward is also the co-chair of the state organization
Prevention Michigan Coalition to Reduce Underage
Drinking and serves as moderator for the Jackson
County Victim Impact Panels.

Ward named MADD State Chair
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There have been two signifi-
cant Operating While Intoxicated
(OWI) cases recently.  The first case
is People vs. Schaefer, MSC No.
126067, July 27, 2005, and is from
the Michigan Supreme Court.  This
case changed what prosecutors
have to prove in OWI Causing Death
cases.  Previously, prosecutors had
to prove that the defendant’s
intoxicated or impaired driving was
a substantial cause of the victim’s
death.   However, that is no longer
required.  Now prosecutors have to
prove that: 
1. The defendant operated a vehicle

while intoxicated, impaired, at
.08, under the influence of a
controlled substance, or with the
presence of a schedule 1 con-
trolled substance in his or her
body, and

2. That the defendant’s driving was
a factual and proximate cause of
the victim’s death.

Factual cause is determined by
using the “but for” test.  In other
words, but for the defendant’s
driving would the death have
occurred?  If factual cause is estab-
lished, it must then be determined
whether the defendant’s operation
of the vehicle was a proximate
cause.  To determine proximate
cause we “must inquire whether the
victim’s death was a direct and
natural result of the defendant’s
operation of the vehicle and
whether an intervening cause may
have superseded and thus severed
the causal connection.”

While this may sound compli-
cated, using a legal term such as
“proximate cause,” it has actually
made the elements of this impor-
tant charge straightforward.  In-
stead of proving that the intoxica-
tion caused the defendant’s “bad”
driving which then caused the
death, now all we have to prove is

   October

• 3-7 Walk to School Week
www.walkableamerica.org

• 5 Walk to School Day
www.walkableamerica.org

• 10 Put the Brakes on
Fatalities Day
www.brakesonfatalities.org

• 3-7 Drive Safely Work Week
www.netsnational.org/
index2.asp

• 16-22 School Bus Safety
Week www.napt.org

 WHAT’S AHEAD

Recent OWI cases change what prosecutors need to prove

   November

• 23-27 Operation Combined
Accident Reduction Effort
www.careofnorthamerica.org

   December

• National Drunk & Drugged
Driving Prevention Month (3D
Month)  www.ncadd.com

•    19 - Jan 1 You Drink &
Drive. You Lose crackdown

adopting practices suggested by
reports in this article.

The court decisions in this
article are reported to help
you keep up with trends in
the law.  Discuss your
practices that relate to
these statutes and
cases with your
commanding offic-
ers, police legal
advisors, and the
prosecuting
attorney, before

changing your practices in reliance
on a reported court decision or
legislative change.

that the driving was the cause of
the death.

The other case is the first Court
of Appeals case to interpret
the zero tolerance charge of
Operating with Any Pres-
ence of a Schedule One
Controlled Substance . 
(MCL 257.625(8)).  In that
case, People vs. Derror,
CA No. 258346, July 12,
2005, the Court of
Appeals held that
carboxy THC, the
metabolite for marijuana is not a
schedule 1 controlled substance, but
it can be used to prove circumstan-
tially that the defendant had THC or
marijuana in their body at the time
he or she was driving the vehicle. 

So, as an officer, when you
stop a car and marijuana is possibly
involved, be sure to take the time to
ask questions such as when did
they smoke it, or how long ago did
they smoke it, or how much did
they smoke.  These kinds of follow
up questions, and others, can help
build the case and make sure we
can prove it in the courtroom.

During the upcoming year,
PAAM is once again offering a
course around the state for law
enforcement officers called Cops in
Court.  The course is a one-day
program to train law enforcement
officers on working more effectively
with prosecutors to ensure convic-
tions in traffic safety cases.  The
course is taught by officers and
prosecutors with daily experience in
dealing with issues such as: Effec-
tive Police Report Writing; How to
Present Yourself in Court; General
Defense Attack Issues; and How to
Prepare Effective Testimony.  For
more information, contact David
Wallace, Traffic Safety Training
Attorney, at (517) 334-6060 or via
email at wallaced@michigan.gov.  
All of the courses are listed at
www.paamtrafficsafety.com and
online registration is available.

Consult your prosecutor before

By Dave Wallace
Traffic Safety Training Attorney,
Prosecuting Atorney’s Association of
Michigan


