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Regulatory
I ssues

Year End Report Workshops

This year the Year End Report for the School
Meal Program (SM-4012-A) will be completed
and submitted online via the Michigan Education
InformationSystem (MEIS). Thesiteisscheduled
to go live June 22, 2004.

To introduce you to the new process for
submitting and certifying your Year End Report
online, the Michigan Department of Education will
be conducting technica assstance workshopsvia
a video teleconference broadcast. Two dates
have been scheduled, May 4 and May 6, 2004
with various locations and times available.
Regidrationto attend thetraining isrequired. Y ou
can regigder a the following web gte
www.tcombridge.orgevents MDE &fter April 1,
2004. Smply click on “School Meds Year End
Report Onling’, find the training location and time
you would prefer to atend and click on“Register
Here’. Fill out the registration form.

You are strongly encouraged to download the
Year End Report Training Presentation,
Worksheet Ingtructions for Completing the Year
End Report (SM-4012-A) and Onlinelnstructions
for Submitting the Year End Report prior to the
traning sesson.  This information can be
downloaded after April 1, 2004 at the following
web dte www.michigangov/mde, click on
“Programs and Offices’, click on* School Support

Services’, and go to “What's New”.

The Y ear End Report form, ingtructions and related
topics informetion will not be mailed this year.
Y ou will need to download thisinformation from the
School Support Services web site.

If you have questions, please contact Renee Cratty
at 517-373-8642

Commodity
Chat

Although the bonus pudding has become a familiar
item on your commodity order guides, the ones
listed below are packed in adifferent size (3.25 oz
instead of 3.5 0z) which requiresnew code numbers
on the order guide and commodity vaue liging.

#3823  Pudding cnd — Chocolate & Vanilla
48/3.25 oz.

#825 Pudding cnd —Vanilla 48/3.25 oz.

#824 Pudding cnd — Chocolate 48/3.2 oz.

Dried cheries is a bonus item which has
experienced some ddlays in shipping. Muffin Town
will be receiving the dried cherries to produce
muffinsin April. Hopefully, they will be shipped to
the warehouses for the schoolsto order in May. If
you are providing summer feeding programs, you
will find them on the list of avallable commodities.

#826 Muffins,cherry with dried cherries96/2
(074



FARM TO SCHOOL SURVEY

During the week of April 5, 2004, &l Food
Service Directorswill receive a survey related to
fruit and vegetable consumption. This survey,
sponsored by the Farm To School Task Force,
will assist the Task Force as we move forward
with plans to link locd farmers and local school
digricts. It is estimated that the survey will take
aoproximately twenty to thirty minutes to
complete.  The survey will dso incdude a sdf
addressed, stamped envelope for your use.
Please help our Task Force — your input is
important if we are to have a successful Farm To
School program in the state of Michigan.

IRRADIATION QUESTIONS???7??

Do you have questions about irradiated foods?
Are you ill trying to decide if you would order
USDA commodity irradiated ground besf for your
school district? What kinds of questions do you
need answered to be able to tak with your
community and/or local board of education? The
Michigan Food Irradiation Task Force Members
will be available to answer your questions and
ligen to your concerns during two upcoming
conferences. Look for usin the Education Room
at the annua MSFSA conference on Friday April
16, and Saturday April 17. Inaddition, wewill be
at the MSBO conference Wednesday April 28
from 2to 5 pm and Thursday April 29from 11to
2 in the Exhibit Hall — booth 618.

ORANGE JUICE CARTONSWITH
PRODUCTION DATE

There has been an issue that has been clarified by
the producer of the commodity orange juice

cartons (item code #784) on Northern warehouse
order guide and (item code #2357) on TLC order
guide. The letter attached to this Food Scoop is a
copy of the one included in the April Newdetter
from Northern Food Service. TLC warehouse sent
out a fax or mailed a copy to their accounts on
March 29, 2004 and will refer to the letter with
information in their May newdetter.

According to Commodity Specifications, FV-215-
CS1, “containers must be suitably code-marked so
that the product can be identified with related
ingpection certificates.  Suitable code marks for
USDA purchases must represent the date of pack
unless othewise oecified”  Although this is
different from the “use by” dates students are
accustomed to checking on the milk cartons, it
would be agood ideato post the letter which refers
to the production date requirements for the orange
juice cartons in your cafeterias.

Remember a0, to keep the juice frozen until ready
to use and it can be refrigerated up to 21 days.

Food For Thought

FRUITSAND VEGETABLES GALORE

New from USDA Team Nutrition...Fruits and
Vegetables Galore — Helping Kids Eat More.
This new resource is a tool for school foodservice
professonds packed with tips on planning,
purchasing, protecting, preparing, presenting, and
promoting fruit and vegetables. Every School Food
Authority (SFA) in the gate is receiving one copy
automaticdly.  SFAs should order copies of the
publication for dl their schools.  The order form is



included in the resource and attached to thisissue
of Food Scoop.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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April, 2004

10 March Monthly Claim Due

16-18 MSFSA Conference

29 February Monthly Claim Deadline
May, 2004

10 April Monthly Clam Due

30 April Monthly Claim Deedline







