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This is Governor Jennifer Granholm. 
 
You’ve heard me say before that I’m going to go anywhere and do anything to bring jobs back to 
Michigan.  Well this week, I spent three days in Germany and Austria, meeting face to face with 
business leaders and executives to persuade them that Michigan is the best place in the world for 
them to grow their businesses – and the best place in the world to expand and create jobs.   
 
When companies learn about all we have to offer in Michigan – our world class workforce, our 
top notch universities, the growth of cutting-edge industries – they come to Michigan, they invest 
in Michigan, and they create good-paying jobs in Michigan. 
 
Just this week, a number of German-based high-tech companies responded to our pursuit of new 
investments. FACTON Incorporated, a software company, is going to locate its new North 
American office in Auburn Hills. Kostal Group is expanding in Troy to create a new international 
research and development center of excellence. And MBTech Autodie is going to upgrade a 
facility in Grand Rapids.  
 
Helping these companies create new jobs in Michigan right now is an important part of our 
economic strategy.  And at the other end of the spectrum we’re making important investments in 
our future that will pay off in a big way tomorrow.   
 
This weekend, I am visiting the F.I.R.S.T. Robotics competition at Wayne State University. The 
F.I.R.S.T. Robotics program brings together kids in high schools across the state with engineers 
and others in the private sector. Together, these teams create robots and compete against each 
other for the best design. It’s so fun, and it’s educational.  
 
We want Michigan to be the number one state in the country for F.I.R.S.T. Robotics teams – and 
we want high schools across the state to participate. It’s a hands-on way for kids to learn physics, 
science and math – and it can lead to a career in exactly the kind of high-tech industries that 
we’re investing in, in Michigan. 
 
Training our kids for the jobs of the future by investing in programs like F.I.R.S.T. Robotics, by 
making sure that we have the best schools with rigorous curriculum, and by giving every child the 
opportunity to go on and complete college or technical training – these initiatives aren’t just good 
for the kids, they’re good for Michigan.  The skills our kids learn at F.I.R.S.T. Robotics give them 
the skills that make our workforce so attractive to the kinds of businesses – like FACTON and 
Kostal and MBTech – that will power the economy of the future. And these are the investments 
that our economic plan is focused on – critical investments in all our people so that we can 
survive and thrive in the global marketplace. 
 
Thank you for listening. 
 
 


