GOVERNOR JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM
Wednesday, November 22, 2006

Hello, this is Governor Jennifer Granholm.

Thanksgiving Day in Michigan means different things to different people. For some, it is
a day to gather with your family or those closest to you to eat a magnificent feast of
mouth-watering Thanksgiving foods.

To others, it is a day to relax, and watch the magical Detroit Thanksgiving Day parade
from a spot along Woodward Avenue or from the comfort of a warm livingroom in towns
and communities around the state.

For others, it is a day to volunteer to serve meals at the local soup kitchen or homeless
shelter — a gesture of thanks by giving back to their community.

For some, it is just another work day — for the first responders protecting our streets and
our borders, for the firefighters who will eat their turkey and trimmings at the station
house, not their own house, and for the doctors and nurses who care for the sick and
elderly.

And for some, it is another day to pray for the safe return of a loved one and an end to a
war halfway around the world.

No matter how you celebrate this Thanksgiving, please remember our servicemen and
women here and overseas, our first responders here at home protecting us around the
clock, and the more than 100 families in Michigan who have sacrificed a son or daughter
in the wars in Irag and Afghanistan.

I know that when the First Gentleman and | gather with our children and extended family
this Thanksgiving, we will be giving thanks for the state employees who are great public
servants, providing the best service to the taxpayers of this state.

We will be thankful for the members of the armed services here and around the world
who are separated from their loved ones while they perform the monumental tasks that
are asked of them every day — protecting and defending freedom and democracy.

Ray Stannard Baker, a journalist and writer at the turn of the century who was born in
Lansing, once said this about Thanksgiving:

“Thanksgiving is the holiday of peace, the celebration of work and the simple life... a true
folk-festival that speaks the poetry of the turn of the seasons, the beauty of seedtime and
harvest, the ripe product of the year - and the deep, deep connection of all these things
with God.”

From my family to yours, we wish you a wonderful Thanksgiving



