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Activities:

Grants:

With some administrative changes, we continued the literary grants program in 2006. We gave 16 grants for a total of $4,889.00. Affiliates received 5 grants and non-affiliates received 11 grants for events that included author visits, one-book events, book festivals and a summer reading event. The grant recipients were public libraries, an academic library and a community non-profit.  

Ann Arbor Book Festival:

With the Library of Michigan, we exhibited at the Ann Arbor Book Festival on Saturday, May 13th. We provided information on Center for the Book resources and Michigan literary information to festivalgoers. We also hosted three book signings during the day, One each for Chris Byron and Thomas Wilson, authors of Vintage Views of the Charlevoix-Petoskey Region, Ed Wargin, author of Legends of Light: A Michigan Lighthouse Portfolio, and Steve Amick, author of Lake, the River & the Other Lake: A Novel
Literary Landmark:

In conjunction with the Shiawassee District Library, we sponsored the 2006 Literary Landmark for James Curwood at Curwood Castle in Owosso. The castle was the writing studio of James Curwood, a native of Owosso and popular wilderness adventure writer from the 1920s. Curwood was also part of the early conservation movement in Michigan.

National Book Festival:

We attended the 6th Annual National Book Festival on September 29th in Washington, DC to promote Michigan's literary heritage. Two Board members, Rebecca Havenstein-Coughlin and Kelly Ireland, attended. We brought our resource materials on Michigan literature, including the new Reading Detroit brochure and the Bed Hogs materials from Michigan Reads! We also provided materials on Michigan from Travel Michigan and the Michigan Department of Transportation.

Educational Opportunities:

Conferences: 

We participated in the Michigan Association of Media in Education Conference and the Michigan Library Association conference vendor exhibits.

Workshops:

Karren Reish was part of a panel discussion on Adult Summer Reading programs and resources at the MLA Summer Reading workshop on  December 8th.

We provided Center for the Book materials for the MLA Spring Institute workshop.

Resources:

One Book Archive: 

We began the One Book Archive, where we post One Book event materials in electronic form from Michigan libraries. We currently have materials for 18 different books along with links to programming information.

Summer Reading Bookmarks: 

Our 3rd adult Summer Reading bookmarks, for the 2007 Summer Reading program, were mailed out to all public libraries in October with the Summer Reading manuals. The slogan is “Sleuthing in the Stacks” and the bookmarks have lists for Mysterious Michigan, Detecting Detroit, Classic Crimes, and Forensic Files. The bookmarks have also been included on the national Collaborative Summer Library Program’s website as resource!

Reading Detroit brochure:

With the help of the Detroit Public Library staff, we produced a new literary brochure, Reading Detroit, which lists fiction and non-fiction titles that highlight Detroit. Copies are available for libraries on request and it is available online at the Center website.

Author Visits at Your Library:

We are continuing to get good use of the author visits site and are maintaining it at

http://www.michigan.gov/authorvisits 

Michigan Authors & Illustrators database:

We are maintaining the Michigan Authors & Illustrators database and are working with the Michigan Association of Media in Education to edit entries.

Sponsorships:

Michigan Author Award:

We sponsored the Michigan Author Award and luncheon at the 2006 Michigan Library Association conference. The 2006 recipient is mystery author Steve Hamilton, whose most recent work is A Stolen Season.

Michigan Notable Books:

We provided $2,000 in funding to the Library of Michigan Foundation for the Michigan Notable Book author program and tour. Several affiliates had author visits as part of the program. As part of our sponsorship, the Center for the Book had a seat on the Notable Books selection committee, currently held by Chris Byron.

Administration:

The Board removed the requirement to hold local events from the affiliate roles.

Membership increased by two, up to 21 affiliates. We have new members with Fremont District Library, Detroit Public Library, Chelsea District Library and Hillsdale Community Library all joining. Unfortunately, Mott Community College and Kalamazoo College resigned as members.

We attended the National Center for the Book management conference, the Idea Exchange, on May 2-3 in Washington, DC.

The committee structure was stable with four standing committees: Statewide Projects, Statewide Resources, Nominations, and Finance.

The officers for 2006 were: 


Chair – Marti Custer


Chair-elect – Rebecca Havenstein-Coughlin


Secretary – Gary Pullano

The Michigan Center for the Book web site was substantially updated and revised.

