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ACTIVITIES:

Grants:

Through our literary grants program, we gave 11 grants for a total of $4,650.00. Affiliates received 6 grants and non-affiliates received 5 grants for events that included author visits, one-book events, book festivals and a poetry workshop. The grant recipients were public libraries, an academic library and a community arts group. Recipients and the events are listed at 

www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17449_36788_36790-135313--,00.html 

Ann Arbor Book Festival (www.aabookfestival.org/):

With the Library of Michigan, we exhibited at the Ann Arbor Book Festival on Saturday, May 17th. We provided information on Center for the Book resources and Michigan literary information to festivalgoers. We also hosted four Notable Book author visits during the day. The authors and their Notable award winning books were Mike Fornes, Mackinac Bridge: a 50-year chronicle, 1957-2007; John Otterbacher, Sailing Grace; Mark Hoffman, “My Brave Mechanics:” The First Michigan Engineers and Their Civil War; and Keith Taylor, Guilty at the Rapture.
National Book Festival (http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/):

We attended the 8th annual National Book Festival on September 27th in Washington, DC to promote Michigan's literary heritage in our nation’s capitol. Rebecca Havenstein-Coughlin and Metta Lansdale, Board members from Canton Public Library and Royal Oak Public Library, assisted at the event. We brought our resource materials on Michigan literature, including the new Michigan Memoirs brochure and sample Raccoon Tune and Big Chickens materials from Michigan Reads! We also provided travel magazines and maps from Travel Michigan and the Michigan Department of Transportation.

Idlewild Literary Landmark:

In collaboration with the Library of Michigan, Broadside Press and the Idlewild Public Library, we planned and hosted a Literary Landmark Celebration for the Idlewild Public Library. The landmark honors four literary Idlewild luminaries: Charles Waddell Chesnutt, W.E.B. Du Bois, Langston Hughes, and Zora Neale Hurston. The ceremony included performances of each author's work as well as the keynote by best-selling author and Idlewild resident Elizabeth Atkins. As part of the program, we published an Idlewild’s Literary Heritage brochure. Copies are available for libraries on request and it is available on the Center website at
www.michigan.gov/documents/hal/lm_Idlewild_Brochure_245831_7.pdf 

Read Michigan Posters:

In collaboration with the Library of Michigan, we designed, printed and distributed six Read Michigan posters. We printed 2,500 copies of the posters, the models for which are four authors and two sports figures.

· Nate Robertson of the Tigers

· Sparty from Michigan State University

· Johnathan Rand, Michigan young adult author

· Jim Benton, Michigan young adult author

· Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen and Robbyn Smith van Frankenhuyzen, Michigan children’s illustrator and author

· Kathy-jo Wargin, Michigan children’s author
We sent a set of posters to every public and school library location in the state. Copies are still available upon request. The posters can be seen at

www.michigan.gov/mcfb - Activities section.

Letters about Literature:

In collaboration with many volunteer judges from school and public libraries, we acted as the coordinator for the Letters about Literature program in Michigan. The program is a national letter-writing contest at the National Center for the Book. Students write a letter to the author of a book that changed their lives. State winners receive a $50 Target gift card and a $300 donation to the library of their choice. The 2008 winners and further information on the program is listed at www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-18835_18896-190761--,00.html 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES:

Conferences: 

We participated in the Library of Michigan vendor exhibit at the Michigan Library Association conference. 

We participated in the Library of Michigan vendor exhibit at the Michigan Association for Media in Education conference.

RESOURCES:

Anatomy of Murder Reading Guide:

We published a reading guide for Robert Traver’s Anatomy of a Murder in celebration of the classic crime novel’s 50th anniversary. The publication of the reading guide was in concert with activities in Lansing and Marquette by a range of partners and sponsors, including the Library of Michigan, the Library of Michigan Foundation, and Peter White Public Library, a Center affiliate. 

The reading guide is available at

www.michigan.gov/documents/hal/lm_Anatomy_of_a_Murder_Reading_Guide_246094_7.pdf 

One Book Archive: 

We maintain the One Book Archive, where we post One Book event materials in electronic form from Michigan libraries. We currently have materials for 27 different books along with links to programming information.

Summer Reading Bookmarks: 

Our 5th adult Summer Reading bookmarks, for the 2009 Summer Reading program, were mailed out to all public libraries in October with the Summer Reading manuals. The slogan is “Imagining Michigan” and the bookmarks have lists for Michigan in Movies, Music in Michigan, Michigan in Photography, and Crafts and Cooking in Michigan. The bookmarks are included on the national Collaborative Summer Library Program’s website as a resource and are available at www.michigan.gov/documents/hal/lm_SummerReading08_ImaginMI_Bookmark_251388_7.pdf 

Michigan Memoirs brochure:

With the help of affiliate members, including Chris Byron, we produced a new literary brochure, Michigan Memoirs, which lists autobiographies that highlight the eras and areas of Michigan history and landscape. Copies are available for libraries on request and it is available on the Center website at 

www.michigan.gov/documents/hal/lm_Michigan_Memoirs_Brochure_245830_7.pdf 

Author Visits at Your Library:

We are continuing to get good use of the author visits site and are maintaining it at

www.michigan.gov/authorvisits.

Michigan Authors & Illustrators database:

We are maintaining the Michigan Authors & Illustrators database in partnership with the Michigan Association of Media in Education. We have developed bookmarks to promote the database and are going forward with an upgrade.

SPONSORSHIPS:

Michigan Author Award:

We sponsored the Michigan Library Association Michigan Author Award at $500. The award is presented at the Michigan Library Association conference. The 2008 recipient is sports writer Tom Stanton.
Michigan Notable Books:

We provided $2,000 in funding to the Library of Michigan Foundation for the Michigan Notable Book author program and tour. Several affiliates had author visits as part of the program. As part of our sponsorship, the Center for the Book had a seat on the Notable Books selection committee, currently held by Pam Christensen.

ADMINISTRATION:

Our request to renew our affiliation with the National Center for the Book at the Library of Congress was granted for an additional three years.

Membership decreased by 2, down to 23, with the resignations of Herrick District Library and Chelsea District Library.

Karren Reish, as the Center Coordinator, attended the National Center for the Book management conference, the Idea Exchange, on May 5-6 in Washington, DC.

The committee structure was stable with four standing committees: Statewide Projects, Statewide Resources, Nominations, and Finance.

The officers for 2008 were: 


Chair – Rebecca Havenstein-Coughlin


Chair-elect – Metta Lansdale


Secretary – Marie Fiellman
