Collection Development is Not
Just Buying Books!

Cory Grimminck
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Creating a Budget

- Use the previous budget as a guideline.
- Match the spending to circulation figures?

- Don’t forget extenuating circumstances:
» What areas do you want to build?
= What areas are strong enough to ignore for a
while?
s Is there an area where you’ll need a lot of
replacements?
= Are you planning on adding a new format?



How much to spend each month?

- T usually aim to spend 9% of my available budget
each month.

- Alternatively, you could divide the total budget
by the number of months you will be purchasing.

- Keep publishing calendars and reading habits in
mind.

- Don’t be afraid to adjust as you go.



Depending on how much time you have for
ordering, and your level of comfort with a
particular area, you might consider a standing

order.



Where to purchase books

- Baker & Taylor:

- Brodart:

» Ingram:

- Partners Book Distributing: (517) 694-3205



Where to purchase books, cont.

« Amazon.com
- Barnes & Noble:

» Local bookstores
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An audio format for every taste . . .

- Audiocassette
- CD

- Downloadables
- Playaway



Where to purchase audiobooks

- Audio Editions:
- BBC:
- Books on Tape:

» Brilliance Audio:

» Recorded Books:
- Taped Editions:



Where to buy music

- CDBaby.com

Where to buy CD-Roms and games

- http://wwwtheavcafe.com



Where to buy DVDs

- Midwest Tape:

Where to buy large print

» Center Point:

» Thorndike Press:



A word about Kindle, eReader, and
other devices . . .



But how on earth does one figure out
what to buy?



A smattering of review magazines

- Booklist

- Horn Book

- Kirkus

- Library Journal and School Library Journal
- Publishers WeeKkly:

» Wizard



Helpful websites . . .

« Amazon.com
- Barnes and Noble

- Wikipedia



Waiting for reviews vs. buying things
you know your patrons will like.






- Recommend books that you have read

- Staff specialties

- Books that have gotten good reviews

- Books that get checked out a lot

- Books that are similar to things they like
- Award winners




Questions to ask:

- What are some books that you've read that you
have enjoyed?

- What did you like about that book?

- What are you in the mood for?

- What topics interest you?

- Fiction or non-fiction?




Do yourself a favor by having things on
hand.

- Seasonal/subject displays
» Notebook of booklists
» “Staff Recommends” area

- Bookmarks
= “If you liked . . . ©
= Mysteries with cats
= Vampire books



Places to go for help

 What’s Next:

» NovelList
« Amazon.com



