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Idlewild Literary Landmark Celebration 

In Honor of Charles Waddell Chesnutt, W. E. B. Du Bois,

Langston Hughes & Zora Neale Hurston

Saturday, August 16, 2008 at the  

Idlewild Historic Cultural Center

Idlewild Historic Cultural Center – 7025 S. Broadway Street, Idlewild, Mich.

12:30 pm
Reception with refreshments and music

1:00 

Keynote speaker Elizabeth Atkins

1:30 – 2:15
Langston Hughes & Zora Neale Hurston readings & performances



  featuring Millard Porter, Ivy Riley, Aurora Harris & Dr. Gloria House

2:30 – 3:15
Charles Waddell Chesnutt and W.E.B. Du Bois readings & performances



  featuring Albert M. Ward & William Reed

3:25 – 3:55 
Literary Landmark Plaque Unveiling featuring 

Dr. Bill Anderson, Department of History, Arts and Libraries Director

Coffiann Hawthorne, Policy Advisor, Office of Governor Granholm

Mabel Williams, Idlewild resident & historian 

Susan Dooley, Idlewild Public Library Director

Nancy Robertson, State Librarian

Idlewild Literary Landmark Plaque

Idlewild Public Library - Idlewild is the Black Eden of 20th Century African-American history. It was the vacation destination for such writers as Charles Chesnutt, Zora Neale Hurston, Langston Hughes and W. E. B. Du Bois. At Idlewild, writers and entertainers created a unique place for African-American culture and thought to blossom in one of the few locations where African-Americans were welcome to vacation and relax.




Sponsored by the Idlewild Public Library, Broadside Press (www.broadsidepress.org/), the Library of Michigan (www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan), and the Michigan Center for the Book (www.michigan.gov/mcfb). For more information, contact Karren Reish at 517-241-0021 or kreish@michigan.gov. 
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