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Call to Order
President Bus Spaniola called the of the Board of Directors (Board) meeting of the
Friends of Michigan History, Inc. (Friends) to order at 10:03 AM.

Board Members Present: Larry Griffin, Keith Harrison, John Irwin, Richard
Johnson, Rose Moye, Bus Spaniola, Charles Seeley, Morris Thomas, Paul Tarr,
Tom Truscott, Ralph Sims, Louise Stilwill, Geneva Kebler Wiskemann, and Bill
Wellman.

Board Members Absent: David Brickey and Adriana Greci Green.

Board Members Excused: Adriana Greci Green.

Michigan Historical Museum (Museum) Staff Present: Chris Dancisak and Martha
Bloomfield.

Guests Present: None.

Approval of Agenda

A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda as
presented; motion passed.

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

A motion was made and seconded to approve as transmitted the
minutes from the December 2008 Board meeting; motion passed.

President Report
President Spaniola stated that he was hopeful that the Friends membership will
remain somewhere near it current level despite the current economic situation.

He discussed the need to ensure that Collette travel information be advertized as
much as possible to the membership. This was especially important in terms of
the travel program being reported in the Friends’ newsletter.

President Spaniola referenced a letter that he had received from Valerie Marvin,
Michigan State Capitol Tour and Information Services, regarding the upcoming
program to pay honor and tribute to E.E. Myer, architect of the Michigan State
Capital and nationally recognized as one of the greatest architect of the Gilded
Age.

The events begin on March 4th at 7:00 pm, a Wednesday evening, at the Central
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United Methodist Church across from the Capitol. The church is hosting a talk by Dr. Derek
Everett, who wrote a book on the Colorado State Capitol a few years ago. Dr. Everett will speak
on Myers's work in Colorado.

The second event will take place on the morning of March 5 at 10:00 am at Woodlawn
Cemetery (on Woodward Ave.) in Detroit. A plaque will be dedicated at his grave to honor him.
A picture of the plaque is attached.

As the third event, the Archives of Michigan will host an exhibit on Myers on March 5. The
exhibit will feature both historic and modern images of Myers's buildings, as well as original floor
plans of five of Myers's Michigan buildings.

Treasurer Report
BALANCE 12-01-08 11,380.80

DEPOSITS

592.00
226.00
625.00

1,443.00 1,443.00
TOTAL 12,823.80

Checks and Fees

1391 Fayette 33.20
1402 Crasnow 400.00
1406 Archives 500.00
1408 O’Dell 498.05
1410 Dancizak 131.60
1411 WLNZ 1,011.72
1412 Burr 100.00
1413 Foresight 258.23
1414 Walker T. 16.60
1415 O’Dell 281.25
1416 Foresight 27.00

Total 3,257.65 - 3,257.65

BALANCE 12-31-08 9,566.15

Benevolent Fund 50.00

A motion was made and seconded to approve, as transmitted, the Treasurer’s
report for the period December 1 – December 31; motion passed.
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Presentation of Bills
A series of bills were presented; however, all of them had been approved previously at earlier
Board meetings. No action was required. There were no new bills presented.

Museum Report
Chris Dancisak introduced Martha Bloomfield. Martha will be working with Friends Board once
Chris retires in May.

Chris indicated that the Michigan Roadside Attraction Exhibit opened on January 10, 2009. The
first day was well attended. The Grand Opening will take place on Wednesday January 14 from
5:30 to 7:30 pm. The Friends Board is invited to attend. Several Board members indicated that
they would try to attend. Chris also indicated that on Thursday night, the 15th, a mixer for
Greater Lansing Convention Bureau was going to be held from 4:30 to 7:00 pm at the Museum.
Finally, Chris reported that Dr. Bill Anderson resigned in mid December and that Deputy
Director Mark Hoffman was now serving as the acting director of the Department of History,
Arts, and Library.

Committee Reports
A. 2009 Veterans Day Program Committee (Paul Tarr and Larry Griffin – Co chairs): No report.

B. Membership Committee (Keith Harrison – Chair). No report.

C. Board Nominating Committee (Charles Seeley and Tom Truscott). No report.

D. Magazine/Military Committee (Paul Tarr – Chair). It was reported that logistics were trying to
be resolved that would allow the magazines to be sent to the troops.

E. Grants Committee (Adriana Greci Green - Chair). No report.

F. Newsletter Committee (Paul Tarr and Bill Wellman, Co-chairs). It was reported that the
newsletter would be going out this week. A discussion took place resulting in the decision that
the committee needs to present from now on a camera-ready (pdf) copy of the newsletter to
Jennifer to be sent out. The practice in the past has had Jennifer having to do some of the
organization and editing of the newsletter before it is sent out. It was decided that this
responsibility needs to be with the Committee and not Jennifer from now on.

G. Fund Raising Committee (Bus Spaniola - Chair). The items for this committee were
addressed under the President’s Report. In addition to program types that Friends did in 2008,
the President requested additional ideas from the Board for 2009. Paul Tarr suggested musical
groups from Michigan State University. President Spaniola asked Keith Harrison to look into
what the cost would be to get the 5th Michigan Civil War band. Larry Griffin suggested that the
Board could better market Collette Travel if the information was placed on the back of the
membership cards.

H. Calendar (2010) Committee (Tom Truscott & Rose Moye, Co-chairs). The committee indicated
that work on the 2010 calendar was progressing.
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I. Legislative Reception Committee (Paul Tarr – Chair) – The committee indicated that it was still
working on this. A February or March reception was being considered. The committee
members are Paul Tar, Bill Wellman, Keith Harrison, Bus Spaniola, and Tom Truscott.

Old Business
A. License Plates. President Spaniola indicated the he is still pursuing this issue with newly
elected legislator Mike Huckelberry from Greenville in order to see if this can finally be done.

B. IRS Group Exemption Application Status. There has been no notification regarding the
Friends’ letter application to the Internal Revenue Service for a Group Exemption Number.

C. Archives. No discussion took place.

D. Telephonic Board Attendance. Nothing has changed since the last meeting. The Board’s
current meeting location on the 1st floor of the Museum does not have telephonic capability.

New Business
There was no new business.

Announcements
It was announced that the annual Be a Tourist in your own Town program will be held on May
30, 2009. The anniversary of the opening of the Michigan Historical Center (which actually is in
March) also will be celebrated on that day.

Morris Thomas announced the publication of a new book entitled, Michigan Geography and
Geology (edited by R Schaetzl et al., and published by Pearson Publishing). The person to
contact about purchasing the 2009 book is Larry Irish at the Student Bookstore in East Lansing.
His email is: LIrish@sbsmsu.com. Morris is one of the contributors to the book. Attached is a
flyer indicating the highlights of the book.

It was indicated that Geneva Kebler Wiskemann has been elected for a two year position as
Secretary of the Michigan Oral History Association.

Keith Harrison passed out the tentative schedule of the 2009 Cascades Civil War Muster. This
will be the 25th year for the event and a 2 ½-day (as compared to a 2- day) event is planned.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:31 AM.

Respectively submitted,

Keith G. Harrison
Keith G. Harrison, Secretary
Board of Directors
Friends of Michigan History, Inc.

The next Board meeting will be Monday, February 9, 2008, in Lansing.



Attachments

E.E. Myer Plaque


