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25th Annual Jackson Cascades Civil War Muster

The 25th Annual Jackson Cascades Civil War Muster will take place at
the Jackson, Michigan Cascades Park in Jackson, Michigan on Friday-
Sunday, August 28-30. Asthisisthe 25th anniversary of this Civil
War event, an additional halfday, plus extra activities, will be taking
place. In particular, there will be three battles instead of just two;
Friday at 7:30 PM, Saturday at 2:00 PM and Sunday at 2:00 PM, each
depicting a particular time line during the Civil War, early war, mid
war and late war, respectively. In addition, on Friday night, there will
be amilitary concert at 6:30 PM. The Jackson Cascades Civil War
Muster is the largest Civil War reenactment in the Midwest, drawing
between 1500 to 2000 reenactiors. The Friends of Michigan History,
Inc is one of the many affiliated organizations of this muster.
Additional information about the Civil War Muster can be obtained from the 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B
website at: http://www.7thmichigan.us/Jackson_Civil_War_Muster.htm

Photograph taken by P.M. Tarr, 2008 Jackson Muster

MICHIGAN’'S ABUNDANT MARITIME ASSETS

Michigan’s 3,722 miles of coastline is more than any state except
Alaska

Among the state’s maritime assets are more than 80 harbors. 116
lighthouses, 15 maritime museums and Thunder Bay National Marine
Sanctuary, the first freshwater sanctuary. Thunder Bay encompasses 448
miles of northwest Lake Huron and is home base for the NOAA
(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) research center at
Alpena. More than 50,000 people have visited its hands on educational
center since opening last summer. The sanctuary contains 200 of the best
preserved shipwrecks in the world. And the fact that it has boosted
tourism, drawing national and internationa attention, hasn’t gone Big Sable Point Lighthouse, Ludington State Park
unnoticed. It is an essential consideration in abill introduced by U.S.

Congressman Bart Stupak (DMenominee) in February. The proposed legislation would expand the sanctuary eightfold to
include 3,772 square miles. Michigan Senator Carl Levin introduced a similar bill in the Senate.




Veteran’s Day Program

On Sunday, November 8, 2009, the Friends of
Michigan History will present their annual “ Salute to
Veterans,” at the Michigan Historical Museum
Auditorium.

The Veteran's Day Program will begin at 2:00 p.m.
with the “ Presentation of Colors,” with Color Guards
from the VFW, American Legion, Knights Templar,
Army National Guard, and the MSU ROTC,
presenting their colors.

The Guest Speakers will be Captain Bailey,
Commander of Delta Company of the Army National
Guard, and Sergeant First Class Light, a Purple Heart
recipient who served on a forward fire team while
stationed in Afghanistan.

Captain Bailey had the responsibility for Chinooks
and Black Hawk helicopters while serving in Afghanistan,
in support of our troops serving there.

These two soldiers, plus First Sergeant Mike Beck, will
be available to answer questions at the end of the
presentation, which is entitled: Afghanistan:

‘The Country
- The People
- The Conflict
- The U.S. Mission

A Civil War Re-Enactors’ Drill Team will perform on
the Museum Grounds, weather permitting.

Patriotic songs by the VFW National Home
Children’s Choair, followed by refreshments, will round
out the afternoon program.

CAPITOL ACTIVITY

Executive Order #2009-36 was signed by the Governor and
took effect at 3:42 p.m., Monday, July 13*. This Order
abolishes the Department of History, Arts, and Libraries
(HAL) and transfers functions within that Department to the
Department of Natural Resources, Department of Education,
Department of Management and Budget, Department of
Information Technology, and the Department of Treasury.

A Senate Bill package that transfers HAL intact to the
Department of the Secretary of State will meet Wednesday,
July 15" at 9:00 a.m. in Room 100 of the Senate Office
Building (Farnum).

Lansing Juneteenth Celebration

Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration commemorating the
ending of slavery in the United States. Dating back to 1865, it was
on June 19th that the Union soldiers, led by Major General Gordon
Granger, landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the war had
ended and that the enslaved were now free. Note that thiswas two
and a half years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation

Proclamation; which had become official January 1, 1863.

The Friends of Michigan History display was manned by Charles
Seeley and Ralph Sims on June 20th. The Lansing Juneteenth
Celebration consisted of the 5th Annual Freedom Day (at the
capital), Juneteenth Peace Walk, children/youth activities,
Contemporary Gospel/Jazz/R& B. There were food vendors and a
health fair. Excellent contact was made in the community, and the
visibility was great.

Michigan Historical Museum and the Library
of Michigan Furlough CLOSING

If inquiries, contact Paul Tarr, Jr.- FOMH, 517-319-2580

Friday, July 24
Friday, August 7

Friday, August 21
Friday, September 4

Welcome to Our Renewing Friends

Spencer & Jane Abraham
Henry & Terrie Barry
Fred & Linda Biondo

Donald & Rosemary Brasie
Virginia & James Breckenfeld
Bronner Family Trust
Karen Burgess
Jennifer Bush
Allen & Elaine Cable
John & Janice Colliton
Karen Corbeille
William & Anne Coultas
Dick & Constance Cowan
Philip Currier
Ritch & Lois Cushway
Nancy & William Danhof
Robert & Marguerite Danhof
Drieka DeGraff
David & Sue Dinger
Deborah Fields
Karen Hakala
Janine Hall
Janice Hayes

Lawrence & Mary Hennessey
Paul & Nancy Hillegonds
Dennis & Helen Irrer
John & Pamela Irwin
Audrey Jeschke
David Johnson
F. Martin & Dorothy Johnson
John & Dinah Katt
Kathy & Gary Kerr
William Kimball
Justin & Virginia King
Ruth Kositchek
Don & Virginia Launstein
Don LeDuc & Susan Coley
William & Janet Lee
Philip & Dianne Luhmann
Charles & Sammalene Lyles
Allen & Joan MacDonald
David & Nina Machtel
Robert & Barbara McKerr
Michigan Historic Preservation Network
Philip & Kathlyn Myers
Helen & James Niblock

Okemos Allergy Center, PC
Jack Otto
Stephan & Veronica Patoprsty
William & Shirley Paxton
Anthony & Sandra Regier
Paul & Margaret Roney
William Rutter
Penny Sage
Dominic & Janie Saltarelli
Nancy Scott
Jean Shawver
Ralph Sims
Wayne Smith
Karen & Ricky Spooner
Morris & Carol Thomas
Dale & Beverly Thompson
Jonathan & Salome Walton
Marian Webster
WilliamStephanie Whitbeck
Jeffery White
Mary Wilson
Charles & Nancy Wing
Carolyn Worden




News Notes

In light of the Governor’s Executive Order,

Friends Host Reception for Legislators

2009-22, which abolishes the Department of History, Arts, and Libraries, and divides

various HAL departmental sections between other State departments, the Friends Board of Directors hosted a Reception at the
Michigan Historical Museum. The purpose of the Reception was to increase Legislative awareness of the Historical Museum, its’
exhibits, and the Michigan Archives, and the impact that the Museum has on the citizens of this State.

The Reception held on May 6, 2009, was

indeed a success, with many Legislator’s and their staff members attending. A number

of Docents were available, some in period costume, to give guided tours, and Board members were present to greet Legislators

and staff and answer any questions.

Dr. John Halsey, Rep. Kevin Elsenheimer
& MHM Director-Phil Kwiatkowski

m The Legislative Reception was held and co-

hosted by The Michigan History Foundation,
The Michigan Historical Commission, and
The Friends of Michigan History, who shared
in the cost of the invitations and
refreshments.

Docents Greeting the Reception Guests

Patrice Merritt-Chairperson of the Michigan History
Foundation, Andrew Richner-Foundation and MHC

Director-Sandra Clark

Join Us!

Become a partner with the Michigan
Historical Center in protecting, preserving
and interpreting Michigan’s rich heritage.

Your membership benefits include:
* A one-year subscription to Michigan
History magazine

e A 10% discount at the Michigan
Historical Museum stores

e Discounts on museum classes and
workshops

e Nationwide museum discounts through
“Time Travelers”

¢ Inside Michigan History quarterly
newsletter

e Special invitations to exhibit openings
e Membership card

» Tax benefits when you itemize your IRS
tax return

For more information:
(517) 241-3099.
www.michigan.gov/friendsofmichiganhistory
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Yes! please reserve the Friends of Michigan History membership indicated below

O Personal membership O Gift membership

Name, Name.

Street Street
City/State/Zip City/State/Zip
Telephone ( ) Telephone ( )
E-mail; E-mail;

Membership level (check one):
0O $40 Basic O $60 Contributing O $100 Sponsoring O Other $______

Payment method (check one):
O Check enclosed, payable to Friends of Michigan History
O visa O MasterCard O Discover O American Express

Cardholder’'s name (please print)

Card number

Exp. date 3-digit CID # (back of card)

Cardholder’s signature

Please detach and mail to: Friends of Michigan History, P.O. Box 17035, Lansing, MI 48901
IMH0902

o

501 (c) (3) tax-exempt Michigan non profit corporation




Thank You to QOur News Notes - Longtime Facilitator Dancisak Retires

New Friends Chris Dancisak, who headed up the Office of Community Relations for
_ the Department of History, Arts, and Libraries, announced his retirement after
Shawn Aldrich 21 years of dedicated services to the Michigan Historical Museum. He also had

Diane & Tobin Allen
Sasa Al-Rawi
Don & Dale Austin
Gheorghe Babtan
Keith Basto
Robert & Mary Bessette
Kelly Blugerman
Nicholas & Darcel Bozen
Thomas Carroll
Jackie & Hal Clinton
Peter & Nancy Denman

Donald Dettman Although Chrisisretiring, it is
Jeffery Flannery

William Grifftin hopeful he will remain active on the Board of Directors of Friends.

an additional 12 years of prior public service in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.

Chris, a dedicated public
servant, served as liaison for
Friends of Michigan History,
and has been extremely helpful
in crafting methods to enhance
“Friends’ participation and
increase its membership.
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James F. Groen The Board hosted a small goodbye reception for Chris as he retired from the State.
Danielle Guerin
Michael Halliburton
Harry Hepler i .
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Andrew Twarek
st Next Friends meeting: Monday, Aug. 10, 2009
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FRIENDS OF MICHIGAN HISTORY, INC.
PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 2008/2009

The fiscal year 2008/2009 was a challenging and at the same time a rewarding
period for the Friends of Michigan History, Inc. Our mission to support the
Michigan Historical Center operations took on added significance because of the
fiscal difficulties facing the State of Michigan. The success of the Friends program
this year is due to the support of our membership, the dedicated efforts of the
Board of Directors, the cooperative efforts of many dedicated employees of the
Michigan Historical Center, along with the Executive Director and the Board
members of the Michigan History Foundation.

Among the purposes for which the Friends of Michigan History, Inc. was organized
is to “receive and administer funds for the betterment of the Michigan Historical
Center and other Michigan organizations devoted to the fostering and
preservation of Michigan History; to promote the educational and interpretive
activities of the Historical Center and the other Michigan organizations that
promote the preservation of Michigan History; and to support the Museum,
Docent organization, Archives and Archaeology programs conducted for the
Michigan Historical Center.” Therefore, | am proud to report some of our
activities in support of the above listed goals:

Sponsored and Sponsoring: Annual Veteran’s Day Program and Massing of the
Colors at Museum- November 2008 and November 2009.

Participated: Elijah Myers Dedications at the State Capitol and Woodlawn
Cemetery.

Contributed & Allocated: $825 for Jackson Cascades Civil War Reenactment
Program- 2008 & 20009.

Contributed & Allocated: $1,000 for Museum Archaeology Day Program-2008 &
2009.

Contributed & Allocated: $1,000 for Museum Statehood Day Program-2009 &
2010.



Allocated: 5450 for Michigan Historical Society Awards-2009.
Allocated: $700 for Museum “Be a Tourist” Program-20009.
Allocated: 51,000 for Museum “Summer Sizzles” Day Camp-2009.
Allocated: $S700 for Museum Harvest Fest Program-2009.
Allocated: 51,000 for Museum Winter Fest Program-20009.
Allocated: $1,000 for Museum Docent Program-2009 & 2010.
Allocated: 51,000 for Museum Scout-Weekend Programs-20009.
Allocated: $500 for Museum Community Outreach Programs-2009.

News from Affiliates: The Friends of Michigan History Walker Tavern affiliate is
working in support of the Hewitt House renovation which will require nearly
$60,000 to complete. The Walker Tavern group has committed $7,500 over a
three year period to the renovation fund in addition to other significant
contributions in time and money.

Our Fayette Historic Town Site affiliate continues its solid support of programs at
Fayette. Among other projects, they are engaging in raising funds to restore
“Building #4” to house archaeology findings related to Native Americans of the
Fayette area. Their goal is to raise $12,000 over the next two years for this
project.

The two affiliates have over $20,000 collectively in their treasuries. These funds
will support program and facility enhancements at each location.

Once again, | extend my heartfelt personal “thank you,” for your continued
support and generosity.

Francis “Bus” Spaniola
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