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% ccumenting historic resources, describing

1. historic architecture, and researching the general
historic background of the survey area, historic
themes pertinent to it, and the histories of specific
properties are fundamental compeonents of an
above-ground survey. Evaluations of the significance
of surveyed properties are dependent on accurate
descriptions and thorough research.

This manual provides standardized survey
methodologies for documenting above-ground
resources, designed to provide an adequate level of
documentation for informed decision-making about
historic significance. Survey projects generally
comprise nine basic tasks within four primary work
components. They are:

Field Worl: _

» Recording locational and descriptive data on
each property

e Photographing properties and context views

¢ Mapping properties’ locations

¢search
* Researching the survey area’s general history
and historic themes
¢+ Researching the histories of individual
properties

. Evaluation
e Evaluating the significance of each property
e Identifying and documenting potential
historic districts

Report Preparation
= Completing Ruskin records
* Preparing a survey repert

The survey project needs to be organized to
perform these tasks in a logical and efficient
sequence. There is no one “right” order for carry-
ing out these tasks. Typically, the field work is

begun near the outset of the project. The weeks
just before the foliage comes out in the spring and
just after it drops i the fall tend to be the best for
survey photography. Surveying in the winter should
be avoided, if possible, because snow, on the one
hand, and harsh contrasts of light and shadow on
sunny days, on the other, obscure important details
in the properties being surveyed. In the summer,
abundant foliage on older residential streets can
force the photographer to play peekaboo with the
properties being surveyed and prevent photographs
from being shot that adequately depict them.
Survey sponsors should plan their projecis to
provide adequate time frames so that survey
photography can be performed during the optimal
seasons.

Researching the survey area and community’s
eatly history and historic themes is generally begun
ar an early stage in the project, and performing this
research at the beginning of the project, even before
the field survey work, has the benefit of helping the
surveyors understand the physical development of
the survey area and the histery the surveyed
properties represent and illustrate. Research into
the histories of individual properties generally
follows the field survey work. The evaluation
process, identification and documentation of any
complex properties and districts, and report
preparation are the last tasks to be completed.

A primary product of the survey is a detailed
record for each of the surveyed properties. The
SHPO's Ruskin electronic survey database program
provides a format for recording and presenting data
on historic properties that will provide adequate
information for evaluating the historic significance
of the surveyed properties. Ruskin can be used
with standard photography or electronic imaging.
The program is available free of charge from the
SHPO. System requirements and instructions for
the use of Ruskin will be found in Appendix A.

An important early step is to obtain maps of the
survey area that can serve both to locate properties
for purposes of the field survey and as base maps
for creating the final set of survey maps. The more
detailed the maps, the more useful they will be
both from the standpoint of precisely locating the

surveyed resources and assisting users of the survey
materials in their comprehension of the survey
area’s historic resources. In cities and villages,
maps illustrating all streets and current property
lines and/or building outlines may be available
from municipal offices or, perhaps, from regional




planning agencies. Where this is not the case, the
possible use of Sanborn or other fire insurance
maps should be investigated. It might be possible
to scan these maps and annotate them to serve as
survey maps. In some cases useable base maps
may not be available, and it may be up to the
surveyors to create maps from scratch.

For more rural areas, county and township
governments may be able to provide township
maps illustrating tax parcels, but United States
Geological Survey (USGS) maps — the most current
7.5 minute series maps should be used — and
township maps from county plat books may be the
only available base maps in many cases. It may
also be possible to use aerial photographs in
creating computer-generated maps.

At the outset of the survey, the surveyors
should develop a strategy for covering the area to
be surveyed that makes the process as efficient as
possible while ensuring that all appropriate
properties are surveyed. Confusion and back-
tracking can: be avoided if streets and roads are
traversed in a logical order. There is no formula

that works for all survey areas, but each survey
should begin with a “plan of attack” in mind.
Sometimes, as the streets are traversed, another
method proves to be more efficient, and the
surveyors should be open to changing tactics.

Surveyors recording site specific data or taking
photographs should always be on foot. Never
attempt to do these tasks from an antomobile. This
holds true for all survey areas, rural, urban, and
suburban. Each property can be seen at a closer
range and in greater detail, and the photographer
will have the ability to pick the best viewpoints for
photographs. Surveyors usually find it convenient
to drive a car to a strategic peint, walk within range
of it, then move the car farther on.

Two people usually can do a survey much more
efficiently than one. The pair will develop a method
to share the tasks that suits them, but, generally, if
one person is taking photographs the other can be
recording data and mapping. The division of labor
will depend on whether both field workers are
qualified, or if one is an assistant being supervised
by the gualified surveyor.

Field survey is the first step in creating a
complete record for each surveyed property. Field
survey will provide locational and descriptive
information, and perhaps some historical back-
ground obtained by informants encountered while
surveying, about each property that will ultimately
form part of the record for the property. Prior to
beginning work, surveyors should review the list of
fields or data categories and the instructions for
each in the Ruskin manual. They should especially
review the instructions and pick lists for those fields
that can only or best be completed during the field
survey stage of the survey project. The appropriate
fields to use in the field survey will generally be the
following:

e Address fields (number, direction, street)

¢ City/Village or Township (if survey includes
more than one)

* Survey Date and Surveyor

» Historic Name/Commoaon Name

¢ Date Built

e Architectural Style

¢« Descriptive Notes

e Other Buildings/Features

» History

* Comments

e Photo Info {roll and frame number and/or
electronic image file number)

Using the Ruskin program during the field
survey phase is not recommended. Using Ruskin for
field data gathering will be cumbersome, and also
time-consuming, because of the need to cursor down
through a series of screens for each property surveyed.
The car dependency resulting from using a laptop
computer in the field to store the Ruskin data will
also tend to inhibit surveyors from making the
thorough inspections of properties that can only be
made on foot.

Surveyors typically use paper survey forms and
clipboards for the field survey and enter the data into
Ruskin later. For maximum efficienicy, the paper
form should be set up with the appropriate fields
and following the sequence of the Ruskin screens
and fields. See Appendix C for a sample field
form you may reproduce.

Another possible field data recordation technique







