2005 Michigan Center for the Book

Annual Report
Activities:

Ann Arbor Book Festival:

We attended the Ann Arbor Book Festival with the Library of Michigan to bring information on library programs and Michigan literary heritage to people at the festival. We also distributed information on the Michigan Authors & Illustrators database to local authors and publishers in attendance. 

National Book Festival:

We attended the 5th Annual National Book Festival on September 24th in Washington, DC to promote Michigan's literary heritage. Two Board members, Char Huget and Pat Thomas, attended as well as a Library of Michigan staff member and Lois Griffin from West Bloomfield Township Public Library. We brought new materials on Michigan literature, including the new literary poster, as well as older literary, travel and tourism materials. We also provided materials on Michigan national parks donated by members of the Michigan congressional delegation.

Grants:

We started a new literary grants program in 2005. We made funds available to Michigan libraries, schools and non-profits for literary events that were free and open to the public. We gave twelve grants for a total of $4,682.50. Affiliates received twelve grants and non-affiliates received five grants for events that included author visits, one-book events, book festivals and a summer reading event. The grant recipients were public libraries, a high school and a community non-profit. Over 40 groups requested information on the grant program. The Finance Committee has restructured the grant program for more effective management in 2006.

MLA Conference Program: 

We presented a program at the 2005 Michigan Library Association conference. In the program, we detailed our activities, resources and grants. Our purpose for the program was to highlight Center for the Book activities and to encourage new membership. Eight libraries requested information on joining at the conference. Karren Reish is following up on those requests. We also had Center for the Book ribbons printed for use on name badges at conferences to highlight membership.

Educational Opportunities:

Conferences: 

We participated in the Michigan Association of Media in Education Conference and the Michigan Library Association conference vendor exhibits.

State Librarian Award of Excellence:

We are now a member of the committee reviewing the nominations for the State Librarian Award of Excellence award and are listed on the promotional materials as such.

Resources:

Author Visits at Your Library:

The author visit site at http://www.michigan.gov/authorvisits was well received in the last year. However, the partner forum to the site was not used often and has been discontinued.
Michigan Authors & Illustrators database:

We are maintaining the Michigan Authors & Illustrators database and are working with the Library of Michigan to get improvements in the database for the editing functions and the public view of the database.

Summer Reading Bookmarks: 

We developed a series of bookmark reading lists for adults to match the theme of the 2005 Summer Reading program. Libraries could go to the Center’s web site to download and print the bookmarks for local use. Felicia Macheske at Sleeping Bear Press designed the graphics. The bookmark series was downloaded over 5,000 times during the year and we had multiple requests to do a series for 2006. Since the 2006 Summer Reading materials were mailed from the Library of Michigan in October 2005, we also designed a second set based on the 2006 Summer Reading themes. These were sent out in the mailings in October.

Literary Poster:

As a resource for educational events and for the National Book Festival, we designed and printed an Award-Winning Michigan Authors & Illustrators poster. Felicia Macheske at Sleeping Bear Press designed the poster. The printing costs were covered by the cash prize from the Boorstin Award and the Library of Michigan distributed copies to public libraries in the state and to others upon request.

Sponsorships:

Michigan Author Award:

We sponsored the Michigan Author Award and luncheon at the 2005 Michigan Library Association conference. The 2005 recipient was young-adult author Christopher Paul Curtis, whose most recent work is Mr. Chickee’s Funny Money.

Michigan Notable Books:

We provided $2,000 in funding to the Library of Michigan Foundation for the Michigan Notable Book author program and tour. Several affiliates had author visits as part of the program. As part of our sponsorship, the Center for the Book had a seat on the Notable Books selection committee.

Administration:

The Michigan Center for the Book received the Daniel L. Boorstin Award from the National Center for the Book at the Library of Congress. The award was for innovation in management and was accompanied by a $1,000 cash prize.

The affiliation status with the National Center for the Book was up for renewal in 2005 and the application for continued affiliation was accepted. 

Affiliate membership was stable this year, with no new members and no members resigning.

The committee structure was stable with four standing committees: Statewide Projects, Statewide Resources, Nominations, and Finance.

The Board voted to transfer the Center for the Book funds management from the Library of Michigan to the Library of Michigan Foundation.

The officers for 2005 were: 


Chair – Margaret Erdman


Chair-elect – Marti Custer


Secretary – Valerie McNiff

The Michigan Center for the Book web site was substantially updated and revised.

