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About the Reader’s Guide

This guide is designed to stimulate thought and discussion about the topics
presented in Abraham Lincoln’s DNA and Other Adventures in Genetics. It is
intended for both individual readers and group discussions, including book
clubs, school classes, and other formal and informal gatherings. The guide
provides general and chapter-specific questions, and Web resources for fur-
ther exploration of the issues. The Web resources provide a starting place for
following up on the many topics covered in the book. They also supplement
and update the chapter-by-chapter bibliography included at the end of the
book.

About the Book

Through 24 engaging stories, Abraham Lincoln’s DNA and Other Adventures in
Genetics explores advances in genetics and the social and ethical issues they
raise. Topics include the use of DNA in our legal system, genetic engineering
and cloning, the role of genes in our health and behavior, and the impact of
genetic information on our privacy, rights, identity, and choices. The book
was selected for Ann Arbor Reads because it presents timely scientific knowl-
edge and is an engaging and accessible read. The book also presents multiple
perspectives on the social and ethical issues raised by these controversial top-
ics.

About the Author

Philip Reilly is a lawyer and a physician, and currently CEO of Interleukin 
Genetics, Inc. in Waltham, Massachusetts. From 1990 to 2000 he was the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Shriver Center for Mental Retardation, Inc. Dr. Reilly
has held faculty appointments at Harvard Medical School and Brandeis Uni-
versity. He is currently an Assistant Professor at Tufts University School of
Medicine. He is also past president of the American Society of Law, Medicine,
and Ethics. He has served on many national committees exploring public pol-
icy issues raised by advances in genetics and is frequently asked to comment
on these topics by the national media. He is the author of four books and has
published more than 100 articles in scholarly journals.
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About Ann Arbor Reads

Ann Arbor Reads is a community-based initiative to involve all of Ann Arbor
in reading and discussing one book during the period from January through
March 2003. The program is modeled after Community Reads in over 100
cities across the country to promote reading and community-wide discussion
of important contemporary issues. Ann Arbor Reads is unique in using a work
of nonfiction to focus on ethical and social issues raised by advances in the life
sciences. This focus is particularly relevant for a city that is at the center of
cutting-edge research and development in the life sciences.

Ann Arbor Reads was developed by the University of Michigan’s Life Sci-
ences, Values and Society Program (LSVSP), in partnership with Shaman
Drum Bookstore and the Ann Arbor District Library. The mission of LSVSP
is to engage the University and the general community in study and discus-
sion of the social and ethical dimensions of advances in the life sciences.

To see how you or your organization can participate in Ann Arbor Reads,
visit www.aareads.org.
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Questions to Consider While You Read

The following questions address general themes that run throughout the en-
tire book.

1. How do advances in genetics affect how we think about our own identity?
How do they affect the way we think about group identity? For example,
how is our concept of race affected?

2. In what ways might advances in genetics lead to stigmatizing certain indi-
viduals, classes, races, or other groups? How might genetics reduce stigma-
tization of these groups?

3. What aspects of genetic advances may affect you? Your family? Your neigh-
borhood? Your community? 

4. Some people have said that scientists and others are “playing God” by pur-
suing certain genetic technologies. Do you agree or disagree? Why?

5. Should we limit the use of genetic technologies to curing diseases or dis-
abilities, or is it acceptable to use them to improve certain physical or men-
tal characteristics? Do you think that any genetic advances should be out-
lawed altogether? If yes, which ones and why? 

6. As more genetic technologies are made available, such as various tests and
treatments, who should be responsible for paying for these services? The
government? Insurance companies? Should people be required to pay for
the services themselves? 

7. How might the development of genetic technologies help or hurt current
inequalities in access to health care?

8. Who should decide how various genetic tests and treatments will be used
(or not used)? Are policy makers equipped to decide these issues for us?
Who else should be involved and why?
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General Resources
American Society of Human Genetics
—Nonprofit professional organization for human geneticists, Web site provides
educational materials for the general public.
http://www.ashg.org

GeneForum
—Nonprofit organization that seeks to promote dialogue and educate people
about genome science and its impact on their lives, Web site provides general
information on genomics.
http://www.geneforum.org/

Genetics Clinics in Michigan
—Wayne State University Web site that provides lists of genetics clinics in
Michigan.
http://www.phymac.med.wayne.edu/departments/Neurology/Genetics.html

Human Genome Project Information
—Department of Energy Web site with information on ethical, legal, and social
issues related to the Human Genome Project.
http://www.ornl.gov/TechResources/Human_Genome/elsi/elsi.html

Kansas University Medical Center–Genetic Education Site
—University Web site with information on the ethical, legal, and social impli-
cations of the Human Genome Project.
http://www.kumc.edu/gec/prof/geneelsi.html 

National Human Genome Research Institute
—Government Web site, includes research, health, and policy and ethics related
to the Human Genome Project.
http://www.genome.gov

Our Genes/Our Choices–Fred Friendly Seminars
—A three-part PBS series on genetics and privacy, genetics and reproduction,
and genetics, behavior, and the law.
http://www.pbs.org/fredfriendly/ourgenes/

University of Utah–General Genetics Site
—University Web site educating people about how genetics may affect their
lives and society.
http://gslc.genetics.utah.edu/

Your Genes, Your Health 
—Dolan DNA Learning Center, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Web site, pro-
vides information about genetic diseases.
http://www.ygyh.org




