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• These next few months look 
to be exciting for Michigan’s 
Main Street communities.  
 
For starters, the four newest 
communities have been holding 
their design workshops. Howell 
kicked things off on October 
18, Midland held theirs on the 
25th, Grand Haven hosted their 
design workshop on the 27th, 
and Ishpeming will meet on 
November 8. 
 
These design workshops are a 
great opportunity for Main 
Street merchants to see the 
possibilities for transforming 
their downtowns. 
 
• Also this month, downtown 
Howell will experience the 
Legend of Sleepy Howell. 
Check their website for more 
details! 
 

• On October 31, downtown 
Grand Haven will be overrun 
by hordes of little ghosts and 
goblins trying to satisfy their 
sweet tooth! Visit the 
downtown Grand Haven 
website for further info.  
 
Likewise, downtown Clare 
gives you “Something to Howl 
About” on October 29 with 
their Main Street Spook-tacular. 
Click here for more info. 
 
• Just in case you thought the 
rookies were having all of the 
fun this month, Portland, our 
savvy Main Street veteran, is in 
mid stride of its façade 
improvements. Check out the 
pics of the action in progress. 
 
 
 

• Since we last met, there have 
been a bunch of National 
Register listings. So grab a pen 
and a pad and make note of 
these for your future travel 
plans! 
 
BENZIE COUNTY 
Frankfort North Breakwater 
Light 
Frankfort vicinity 
Listed: 9/06/05 
 
CHEBOYGAN COUNTY 
Fourteen Foot Shoal 
Light Station 

Cheboygan vicinity 
Listed: 7/27/05 
 
Poe Reef Light Station 
Benton Township vicinity 
Listed: 9/06/05 
 
Spectacle Reef Light Station 
Benton Township vicinity 
Listed: 7/27/05 
 
DELTA COUNTY 
Poverty Island Light Station 
Fairbanks Township vicinity 
Listed: 9/06/05 
 

LEELANAU COUNTY 
North Manitou Shoal Light 
Station 
Leland Township vicinity 
Listed: 9/06/05 
 
MACKINAC COUNTY 
Martin Reef Light Station 
Clark Township vicinity 
Listed: 7/27/05 
 
Lansing Shoals Light Station 
Newton Township vicinity 
Listed: 9/06/05 



  

 
 

  

 
 

MASON COUNTY 
Ludington North Breakwater 
Light 
Ludington vicinity 
Listed: 9/06/05 
 
MENOMINEE COUNTY 
Menominee Pierhead Light 
Station 
Menominee vicinity 
Listed: 7/27/05 
 
OAKLAND COUNTY 
Franklin Historic District 
Franklin 
Listed: 7/27/05 
 
ONTONAGON COUNTY 
Bergland Administrative Site 
M-28 
 

Bergland 
Listed: 7/09/05 
 
WAYNE COUNTY 
Alger Theater 
16451 East Warren Avenue 
Detroit 
Listed: 7/22/05 
 
Barlum Tower 
65 Cadillac Square 
Detroit 
Listed: 7/27/05 
 
Schmidt, Carl E. and Alice 
Candler, House 
301 Lake Shore Road 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
Listed: 8/24/05 
 
 

SCHOOLCRAFT COUNTY 
Manistique East Breakwater 
Light 
Manistique vicinity 
Listed: 9/06/05 
 
• Keep in mind that these are 
just a few of the thousands of 
historic sites in Michigan, 
many of which you can find 
using Historic Sites Online, the 
SHPO’s searchable online 
database of National Historic 
Landmark, National Register, 
State Register, and Michigan 
Historical Marker sites. You 
can click here to begin your 
search. 
 
 

On Saturday, October 22, the 
Michigan Historical Marker 
program celebrates its Golden 
Anniversary. As part of the 
celebration, we shall regale you 
with some marker trivia! 
 
• Over 1,500 historical markers 

have been erected throughout 
Michigan since the marker 
program began in 1955. 
That’s averaging more than 
30 new markers every year! 

 
• Six of these markers are 

located somewhere other than 
Michigan. The furthest being 
over 4,000 miles away in St. 
Nicolas-de-la-Grave, France. 

 
• The very first historical 

marker was erected on the 
campus of Michigan State 
University on October 22, 
1955. 

 
• There have been five marker 

program coordinators since 
the program began. 

 

• At its September meeting, the 
Michigan Historical 
Commission approved seven 
new markers including one 
about hockey, one about 
highways, and one about a hero. 
 
Professional ice hockey dates 
from 1904 when Houghton 
businessman James Dee and 
Houghton dentist John Gibson 
formed the International 
Hockey League.  
 
If you’d like to brush up on 
your hockey history (yes, they 
are playing again!) click here, 
eh?! 
 
The Michigan Department of 
Transportation is celebrating its 
centennial this year. The 
historical marker, which will be 
dedicated on November 18, will 
highlight the origins and 
achievements of the “State 
Highway Department” and tell 
the story of Horatio “Good 
Roads” Earle, the first state 
highway commissioner.  
 

Joseph W. Guyton of Evart, of 
the 32nd Red Arrow Division,  
was the first American soldier 
to die on German soil during 
World War I. A marker telling 
of the circumstances of his 
service and death as well as the 
honors he received will be 
erected in Evart’s Guyton Park. 
 
The other historical markers 
that were approved include: 
 
• The Duck Lake School 
• Fractional District No. 3 

School 
• Stoney Creek School 
• Port Huron Public Library 
 
• As the holidays approach, 
Traveling Through Time makes 
a great gift. It is entertaining 
and educational, and may just 
reveal some interesting history 
that is right in your own 
backyard – or maybe your 
neighbor’s – but we recommend 
getting permission before you 
check those out! 




