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Spring has taken hold, and it is time to start seriously planning your next genealogical research trip or
trips.  Many researchers spend the winter months “trapped” in their offices sorting through piles of
last summer’s “great finds.”  As the weather warms, I encourage you to hit the road to pursue the next

piece to your genealogical puzzle.  Don’t forget the Library of Michigan in your plans.

Here are a few tips to consider when visiting libraries or archives that you have not used in the past.
Come prepared.  Do some homework before you visit the library.  Know exactly what you’re looking for.
Make a list of questions and outline a search strategy.  Having a plan in place will make your trip much
more rewarding.

Call ahead.  Call and confirm the library’s hours of operation and determine if they actually have records
you would like to search.  There is nothing worse than driving several hours to do research and discovering
that the library is closed.

Check the library’s Web page.  Almost all library catalogs are available to search through the Internet.
Searching the catalog at home allows you to prepare a list of titles you would like to examine.  The Web
page also will contain useful information on hours, collections, driving directions, special features, etc.

Stay focused.  When visiting new libraries, it is often tempting to spend research time browsing the shelves
or chatting with staff and fellow researchers.  Don’t waste valuable research time talking about your “great
finds” or horror stories.  Keep your attention on the goals that you have set up for that particular day. 

Give yourself plenty of time.  Don’t expect miracles when visiting a library or archives for the first time.
Even the smallest collections can be challenging to navigate.  Take the first part of your visit to become
familiar with the layout of the collection, the catalog and any unique indexes or finding aids that are avail-
able.  If time permits, and the holdings look promising, plan on finding a local hotel and spend the night.
Knowing that you will have the option to come back for a second day of research may help to remove any
stress associated with your visit.

Contact the local genealogical and historical societies.  The members of these societies already have 
a pretty good idea what you will find in the library you will be visiting.  They can let you know the location
of neighboring libraries, cemeteries or churches that may provide additional information. 

Have fun.  Remember genealogy is a hobby and it is supposed to be fun.  Don’t put too much emphasis on
how many ancestors you find in a single day.  Genealogy is a marathon, not a sprint.  Sometimes what you
don’t find is as important as what you do…

Budgets have been tight, and at the Library of Michigan we have had to make some changes in our hours of
operation in the last few months.  Researchers should not see these changes as an effort to 
de-emphasize the Abrams Foundation Historical Collection of family history materials.  We continue to pur-
chase new items for the collection and keep the genealogy desk open every hour the library is open.  Family
and local history is, and will continue to be, a priority of the Library of Michigan.  Take a look at your cal-
endar and plan a trip to the Library of Michigan.  Take advantage of a statewide resource.

Good luck with your research.

Randy Riley
Special Collections Manager
Library of Michigan





This event offers a unique opportunity for researchers to spend two days at the library and learn about 
specific topics of interest, including vital records, Irish research, female ancestors, ships’ passenger lists, and
beginning your genealogy research.  A highlight of the seminar will be a special keynote address
by Curt Witcher, manager of the Historical Genealogy Department at the Allen County Public
Library. 

One exciting feature of the seminar is a library and archives research track, in which facilities
with extensive genealogical and historical holdings will outline their collections.  Participating
libraries and archives include: the Library of Michigan, the Archives of Michigan, Allen County
Public Library, the Bentley Historical Library at the University of Michigan, the Burton
Historical Collection at the Detroit Public Library, and the Grand Rapids History and Special Collections
Center at the Grand Rapids Public Library.  This seminar track will provide researchers insight into the
wealth of genealogical resources available in libraries and archives across our region. 

In addition to programs that focus on resources available at the Library of Michigan, the Abrams seminar
will also offer a “Your Best Find” program, where attendees will be encouraged to share their “Eureka!”
moments of success.  Tours of the Library of Michigan and the Archives of Michigan will also be available.

Registration for this two-day event is an affordable $35, which includes lunch on Saturday and a conference
syllabus.  The seminar schedule will be available soon; stay tuned for more details.  For additional informa-
tion and a registration form, please see http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17449_18635-78724—
,00.html or contact Randy Riley or Kris Rzepczynski at (517) 373-1300, TTY at (517) 373-1592 or the
Michigan Relay Center at (800) 649-3777.  We hope to see everyone here for a fantastic seminar in July!

Unique Collection Illustrating Michigan•s
•Family HistoryŽ Goes on Exhibit at Michigan
Historical Museum

Michigan’s Family Album Opens Aug. 5

Dave Tinder has spent much of his life collecting photographs.  When asked about the thousands of images
he owns, the Metro Detroit resident gives a straightforward answer.

“One word comes to mind,” he says. “Michigan.”

Together, the photographs — most dating from the 1860s to the 1920s — resemble a family photo album
of Michigan life.  As with many family albums, this collection includes a kaleidoscope of faces, some whose
names will never be forgotten, others whose identity is lost to history.  They include public figures like
Michigan Territorial Governor Lewis Cass and U.S. Senator Zachariah Chandler, as well as anonymous 
businessmen, workers, mothers and schoolchildren.

Family albums always include images of the places where a family lives, works and plays.  The Tinder 
collection highlights Michigan’s small towns, county seats and big cities as well as farms, railroad depots, 
factories, docks, mines and schools.

And what would a family album be without the laughter, tears and milestones that carry us from one year 
to the next?  The Tinder collection has these, too — first communions, barn raisings, weddings and 
graduations. 

Mark your
calendars!









Between the colonial settlement and the 20th century, one major problem recurred over time between the
East Coast and the western states.  On a rolling basis, there were no governments or churches to record the
information, as people were often settling in advance of those institutions.  If there were territorial govern-
ments in place, they were often not obligating local authorities to track the births, deaths or marriages of
area residents.  

This being the case, the first step is to determine in what state or territory your ancestors lived.  For 
example, someone living in Virginia in 1780 may have been truly located in what is now Kentucky, West
Virginia, Pennsylvania or Maryland.  Likewise, someone listed as living in the Indiana Territory may have
been in Detroit.  As these governmental units developed and solidified their boundaries, the county lines
were still evolving.  County-level histories and Web sites can help to determine the exact boundaries 
encircling the family being researched.

At times there will be no other option but to look for vital information in unexpected places.  Marriage
records have been found among land records.  A court case may prove a person living at a given time.  
The will of a distant relative may provide the information needed or at least prove a relationship.  Tax
records may indicate the age of an individual.

To begin your background research, you might read Michigan county histories online at
http://www.hti.umich.edu/m/micounty or those of other states at http://www.hti.umich.edu/m/moagrp.  
For help with state and county boundaries, often the US GENWEB sites (http://www.usgenweb.org and
http://www.rootsweb.com/~canwgw have good boundary maps for some of the most problematic states and
provinces.  You may look for extended sources on the Library of Michigan’s online catalog, ANSWER, at
http://answercat.org.

Ranked vs. Exact Searching: What•s the
Difference?
Tips for Using Ancestry Library Edition

The Ancestry Library Edition homepage features a search box that, in one step, searches Ancestry’s 
thousands of databases. Your search may return results from vital records and census entries to information
about immigration and military enlistment. But take note that, while the results may match the name you
searched for, that doesn’t necessarily mean it’s the ancestor you’re seeking. Ancestry provides two options in
this main search box to help you narrow or broaden your search. The tabs at the top of the search box point
to ranked or exact searching.

Colors distinguish between ranked and exact searching. The ranked search screen is tan, while the exact
search screen is blue. Ranked searching opens up your search to a broader range of time and place. The 
outcome is typically more search results, which means more information to filter through. But it also may
help you find something the exact search misses because it will search for variable first name spellings, as well
as middle names and initials. However, ranked searching does not give you the option to select Soundex
spelling of the last name, which looks for names that sound like the one you’re searching for and may
account for differences in spelling or errors in indexing.



The Soundex option continues to be available in the exact search. While the exact search option searches
across the same databases, the results can look much different. Exact searching is more precise – unlike
ranked searching, it will only look for the time period and place you include in your search, cutting down
on the number of irrelevant results. 

Another way to reduce irrelevant results is to search a specific database rather than doing a general search
from the Ancestry Library Edition homepage. To choose a specific database, follow a link to a specific census
year or type of record from the Ancestry homepage. You may see a full list of databases from the 
bottom of the screen, where there are links to “list recent or all databases.” 

Selecting a specific database allows you to customize your search. A military records database will offer
advanced search options such as enlistment date, while a death records database will offer search fields such
as death year and place. Additionally, exploring individual databases gives you a chance to read the descrip-
tion on the main search page of a particular database. Here you will find information such as the places and
dates included, what type of information will be included in the results and the source of the information.

Whether you’re searching across the Ancestry databases or using an individual database, you always have the
option of using wildcards, which are symbols that represent unknown letters. Ancestry uses the following
wildcards:

An asterisk (*) stands in for zero to six letters. You must include at least the first three letters of a name. 
For example, a search for mor* may find morgan, mort, morton.

A question mark (?) stands in for a single character. For example, br?wn may return brown or brawn.

Michigan Naturalization Records

Naturalization is the voluntary process by which an alien
becomes an American citizen.  Records of this process can pro-
vide a researcher with information such as a person’s birth date
and location, occupation, immigration year, marital status and
spouse information, witnesses’ names and addresses, and more. 

From 1790 through much of the 20th century, an alien could
become naturalized in any court of record.  Thus, most people
in Michigan went to the court most convenient to them, 
usually a county court.  Aliens who lived in or near large 
cities, such as Detroit or Grand Rapids, sometimes became 
naturalized in a federal court. 

As a general rule, naturalization was a two-step process that
took a minimum of five years.  After residing in the United States for two years, an alien could file a declara-
tion of intention (first papers) to become a citizen (beginning in 1941, this step was no longer required).
After three additional years – but, after 1906, no more than seven years later – the alien could file a petition
for naturalization.  After the petition was granted, a certificate of citizenship was issued to the alien (this
sometimes has been refer to as a third step). These two steps did not have to take place in the same court.  

There were major exceptions to this rule.  One was that “derivative” citizenship was granted to wives and
minor children of naturalized men.  From 1790 to 1922, wives of naturalized men automatically became 
citizens.  This also meant that an alien woman who married a U.S. citizen automatically became a citizen.
Conversely, an American woman who married an alien lost her U.S. citizenship, even if she never left the



United States.  From 1790 to 1940, children under the age of 21 automatically became naturalized citizens
upon the naturalization of their father, or if their father was in the process of becoming a citizen when he
died.  Unfortunately, however, names and biographical information about wives and children are rarely
included in declarations or petitions filed before September 1906, when the federal government standardized
the process to make it more uniform and less chaotic. 

Another exception to the general rule was that, from 1824 to 1906, minor aliens who had lived in the
United States five years before their 23rd birthday could file both their declarations and petitions at the same
time.  A third major exception was the special consideration that was often given to veterans between 1862
and 1952 to skip all or part of this process.  

It is impossible to provide hard-and-fast rules about the content or even the existence of naturalization
records.  The methods of making and keeping these records in both the federal and state courts vary as
much as the procedures in such cases.  Thus the declaration of intention in Michigan consists merely of the
bare statement of intention and the name and allegiance of the alien.  Naturalization records in Michigan
may contain full histories of the aliens, but a majority of the records show only the name, nationality, oath
of allegiance, and date of admission. 

Naturalization records for 27 counties may still be with the county clerk’s office. However, records for 57 of
Michigan’s 83 counties are now kept in the Archives of Michigan. Twenty-eight of the Archives’ records have
been indexed online at http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17449_18635_20684—-,00.html.  A
microfilm index to the federal naturalization records for southeast Michigan can be found in the Library of
Michigan’s Abrams Foundation Local History Collection. 

Finding aids for naturalization records:

The National Archives Web site is a great place to begin your search with indexes online for some states and
a listing of Regional Archives holdings. http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/naturalization/

The Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services handles naturalization
records from 1906 to the present. http://uscis.gov/graphics/aboutus/history/index.htm

Index (Soundex) to Naturalization Petitions, 1792-1906 (293 rolls). This serves as a finding aid for New York
City naturalization petitions. Microfilm F 118 .I642 2000z

Index to Naturalization Petitions of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York, 1865-
1957 (142 rolls). Another finding aid for the New York area, covering Brooklyn and Long Island. Microfilm
F 188 .I64 2000z

Index to New England Naturalization Petitions, 1791-1906 (117 rolls). This serves a similar function for 
naturalizations occurring in various courts in the six New England states of Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont. Microfilm F 4 .I53 1983

Index cards to Naturalization Petitions for…Detroit, 1907-1995. This covers the federal court for southeastern
Michigan. Microfilm F 566 .V2 2004

An index to Michigan naturalization records at the Archives of Michigan can be found at
http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17449_18635_20684—-,00.html.

Newman, John J. American Naturalization Records, 1790-1990: What They are and How to Use Them.
Bountiful, UT: Heritage Quest, 1998. Genealogy KF 4710 .N39 1998 



Schaefer, Christine. Guide to Naturalization Records of the United States Baltimore, MD: Genealogical
Publishing Co., Inc., 1997. Genealogy CS 49 .S28 1997

Szucs, Loretto Dennis. They Became Americans: Finding Naturalization Records and Ethnic Origins. Salt Lake
City, UT: Ancestry, 1998. Genealogy CS 47 .S96 1998

Griffith•s Valuation, an Ireland Resource

If your ancestors were in Ireland in the mid-19th century, then you should know about an essential resource,
Sir Richard Griffith’s General Valuation of Rateable Property in Ireland.  Irish census records prior to 1901
were lost in the destruction of the Irish Public Records Office in 1922, leaving Griffith’s valuation as the
nearest thing to a head-of-household census for this time period.  An excellent source for locating your
ancestors, the valuation is available on microfiche in the Abrams Collection at the Library of Michigan.

Carried out between 1847 and 1864, Griffith’s valuation was the first systematic valuation of property 
holdings in Ireland.  Its main purpose was to determine the amount of tax each tenant should pay toward
the support of the poor.  But it was much more than that.  It involved surveying all the land of Ireland,
recording who lived where (with head-of-household name), who owned the property, a description of the
property including what buildings were on the land, and the size and value of the property.  Detailed maps,
called ordnance maps, were also created for the survey.

If you are going to delve into this resource, it is helpful to know that it is referred to by many names.  
The official name is General Valuation of Rateable Property in Ireland, 1848-1864.  Because Sir Richard
Griffith, the commissioner of valuation, oversaw this enormous task, it is commonly known simply as
“Griffith’s Valuation” or “Griffith’s Primary Valuation” or some other variation of these names.

Griffith’s valuation covers all of Ireland’s 32 counties and the cities of Dublin and Belfast.  It is organized
geographically by county, barony, civil parish, and townland.  (For Dublin and Belfast, it is organized by
ward and street.)  Since the valuation and all indexes to it are by county, you must know the county from
which your ancestor originated to begin your search.  If you know the place name, but not the county name,
consult Samuel Lewis’ Topographical Dictionary of Ireland in the Library of Michigan’s genealogy collection
(Genealogy DA 979 .L48 1984, vols.1 & 2).

There are different types of indexes to Griffith’s valuation available, depending on what county your 
ancestors hailed from.  The best known is the Index of Surnames, also called the Householders Index.  
The Library of Michigan has this entire index set on microfiche, covering all counties of Ireland.  The
Householders Index is not a typical index.  It is a county-by-county series that records the occurrence of
households with a particular surname in the various civil parishes of a county.  Researchers can use this index
to determine the possible location of an ancestor, but they must check all of the entries for that surname in a
particular county to determine if it is the name they are looking for. Searches will be easier for less common
names.  The Householders Index can be very useful, but researchers should be prepared for a multi-step
process that will take some time.  

For Mayo and Wicklow counties, there are full-name indexes, which are easier to use because they eliminate
a few steps as compared using the Householders Index.  These are also available on microfiche at the Library
of Michigan, titled Full Name Index to Householders for Griffith’s Primary Valuation, by Andrew J. Morris.

Whichever index you use, it will lead you to the actual valuation records you are seeking.  All of this 
microfiche (the indexes as well as the valuation itself ) is located together in one drawer of the microfiche
cabinet in the Abrams collection.  The cards are filed under call numbers ranging from HD 630 .B45 G75
1855a to HD 630 .W53 M67 1989a.







1. How often do you travel to do family history research?

a. Weekly
b. More than once a month
c. Monthly
d. Two or three times a year

2. How often do you use the Michigan Library and 
Historical Center?

a. Weekly
b. More than once a month
c. Monthly
d. Once a year
e. Two or three times a year
f. This is my first visit

3. About how many hours a week do you spend on genealogy 
and related activities?

a. Less than 5 hours
b. 5 to 10
c. 10 to 20
d. More than 20 hours a week

4. Please rank in order from 1 to 4 (with 1 being the season 
you are most likely and 4 being the season you are least
likely to travel to work on your family history).

___Spring 
___Summer
___Fall
___Winter

5. About how much did you spend during your entire
research trip when visiting the Michigan Library and
Historical Center?

a. $0 to 50
b. $51 to $100
c. $101 to $499
d. Over $500

6. When conducting research at the Library of Michigan or 
State Archives, have you (check all that apply):

___Stayed overnight at a hotel
___Purchased meals/snacks from Richard’s Snack Shop
___Purchased meals/snacks elsewhere
___Made a purchase from the Museum Gift Store

7. Are there other activities you and your family 
participated in while visiting  Lansing?

a. Shopping
b. Golf
c. Local museums
d. MSU
e. Sporting events
f. Restaurants
g. Visiting family
h. Other: _______________________________

8. How did you hear about the Michigan Library and 
Historical Center?

a. Brochure
b. Direct mail piece
c. Web page
d. Newspaper
e. Flyer
f. Friend
g. Genealogical or historical society
h. Family member
i. Attended a presentation by a staff member
j. Other: ___________________________

9. To help us understand where our researchers are 
from, please provide your zip code:
________________________________

10. Age:

a.0 to 17
b. 18 to 34
c. 35 to 54
d. 55 and over

11. Gender:

a. Male
b. Female

12. Please select your current household income:
a. Up to $25,000
b. $25,001 to $50,000
c. $50,001 to $100,000
d. Over $100,000

Survey of Family History Researchers
Please take a moment to complete this anonymous questionnaire that will help the 

Dept. of History, Arts and Libraries improve and strengthen our family history programs.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. 
Your support is appreciated.


