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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE OF RACING COMMISSIONER 
 
The Michigan Department of Agriculture, Office of Racing Commissioner, will conduct a public meeting on 
Tuesday, June 24, 2008, beginning at 10:00 a.m., in the Brake Conference Room, Constitution Hall, 525 W. 
Allegan Street, Lansing, MI  48933.  The hearing will be held to receive comments on proposed changes to 
Racing Commissioner General Rules to: 
 
Revise R 431.1301 (5) to more efficiently manage a horse’s use of controlled medications and alter how 
horses are registered for participation in the furosemide program to be comparable with other racing 
jurisdictions.  
 
Revise R 431.3090 (3) to raise the eligibility age of a “maiden” Thoroughbred horse from 5 years to 7 years.   
 
Revise R 431.4205 (1)(2)(3)(4) to provide consistency among the racetracks regarding cancellation of 
Standardbred races due to inclement weather conditions.   
 
Written comments may be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on June 30, 2008, to the address below.   
 
The proposed revisions to the Racing Commissioner General Rules are being promulgated to offer Michigan 
horse owners, trainers and tracks the opportunity to compete more fairly with other racing jurisdictions by 
providing more opportunities for both Michigan horses and tracks to offer better racing programs for more and 
better horses and additional revenue. 
 
The rules [Rule Set 2006-041 AC] are published on the Michigan Government website at 
http://www.state.mi.us/orr/emi/rules.asp?type=dept&id=AC&subId=2007%2D019+AC&subCat=Revision+Text
and in the June 15, 2008 issue of the Michigan Register.  Copies of the draft rules may also be obtained by 
mail or electronic submission by contacting: 
 

The Office of Racing Commissioner 
P.O. Box 30773 

Lansing, MI  48909-8273 
Telephone: (517) 335-1420 

Fax: (517) 241-3018 
E-mail: bennettl@michigan.gov

 
Persons needing accommodations for effective participation in the meeting should contact the Office of Racing 
Commissioner at (517) 335-1420, a week in advance to request mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance. 
 
Promulgation of these rules is pursuant to the authority conferred on the Racing Commissioner by the Horse 
Racing Law of 1995, 1995 PA 279, Section 7(1), as amended (MCL §431.301et seq.)  These rules are 
proposed to go into effect immediately after filing with the Secretary of State. 
 
 
Date: May 27, 2008       Christine White, Racing Commissioner 
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