
 

 

Fairgrounds Advisory Committee 
 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday – October 17, 2012 – 10:30am 

 
Members Present: Greg O’Neal, Doris Ewing, Kim Tandy, Craig Vanderburg, Frank 

Hammer 
 
Staff Present: Kim Homan, Michigan Land Bank 
 Jill Robinson, Michigan Land Bank 
 Mario Morrow, LARA 
   
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman O’Neal, called the meeting to order at 10:12 am. 
 
Jill Robinson presented the roll call. A quorum was declared. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Chairman O’Neal presented the agenda for approval. 
Motion: Member Tandy / Supported by: Member Vanderburg 
“To accept agenda as presented.” 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
APPROVAL OF 9-21-12 MINUTES 
Two changes were made to the minutes by Members Tandy and Hammer. 
Motion: Member Tandy / Supported: Member Hammer 
“To accept minutes as amended.” 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
Members from the Advisory Committee, State staff and the Magic Plus, LLC development team 
introduced themselves. 
 
PRESENTATION OF PROPOSAL 
Ken Till, Redico, presented the preliminary site plan and explained the various components 
including retail along 8 Mile, mixed use along Woodward, senior living, preservation of some of 
the buildings and green space. 
 
Member Tandy voiced concern over local hiring practices. 
Mr. Beatty spoke to the team’s commitment to hiring locally and how important it is to them to 
hire people in the cities that they work in.   
 
Dale Watchowski, Redico and American House, explained various projects that they have been 
involved with including Compuware, Orchestra Place, various hospital developments, and many 
residential and senior housing developments and that they always use locally hired employees 
for construction. 
James Sharba, Hobbs & Black, further explained the site plan. 

• Continued retail along 8 Mile 



 

 

• Large big box retail along the railway 
• New entrances along 8 Mile 
• Theater 
• Coliseum, possibly turned into a business incubator or community center 
• Parks 
• Open air market 
• Residential along State Fair 
• Maintain amphitheater and auto pavilion 
• Maintain bus depot on Woodward 
• Maintain street grid 

 
GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
Advisory Committee members and development team members discussed various aspects of the 
project.  The Development team shared the potential phases of the project as well as the 
investment. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chairman O’Neal asked for public comments.   

• Ed Bullock – ICARE 
• Connie Boris – Wayne County Farmer’s Bureau 
• Jim Casha – Norwich Canada; spent four days at Novi fair recently 
• Bob Lang – don’t want big box stores; consider MSU Agriculture School 
• Karen Hammer – State Fair Coalition; development needs to create jobs 

 
Chairman O’Neal closed the public comment. 
 
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION 
Member Tandy noted that a community meeting needs to be scheduled.  The plan is to hold it at 
the Northwest Activity Center.   
 
Mr. Watchowski stated that it would be helpful if the Advisory Committee assembled all of the 
community’s comments and questions and get them to the Development team.  They will try to 
accommodate as best as possible.  Also, in response to Member Vanderburg’s question about 
whether the plan is fixed or if there is room for modification, he stated that the site plan is very 
much a work in progress. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion:  Member Tandy / Supported by: Member Vanderburg 
MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:45 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jill Robinson 
Property Analyst 
 
 
 


